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Ringing Activities 2008-2009
Overview

Early in the New Year, we set ourselves an ambitious target of processing 1000
birds in 2009. In context, this compares to 698 birds processed in 2008. At time of
writing in late August, | am delighted to report that we are well on schedule with a
total of 852 processed in only eight months. Our total site species count for the first
eight months of the year stands at 37. This already betters the 2008 total species
count of 35. These numbers reveal that 2009 has been a great ringing year so far for
the group, not least due to the dedicated efforts of the small ringing team who have
committed many hours to the cause in order to achieve these results.

Ringing outings started in earnest, with the heaviest February snows since 1991 no
deterrent. Winter was followed by a much drier spring and early summer than the
previous two years, which in turn augured well for a good breeding season. In the
spring, nest box building was underway on a large scale with two A-frame Barn Owil
boxes being a great addition to the group’s assets. One box was sited near Ash Tree
Cave (see Image 1) with another in the village of Steetley.

Image 1: A-frame Barn Owl box near Ash Tree Cave

The British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) is celebrating the national ringing scheme’s
100™ year of operation in 2009. The first chick ever ringed in the scheme back on 8™
May 1909 was a Lapwing. This species is now ‘red listed’ indicating it is of greatest
national conservation concern. By happy coincidence, | ringed my first ever Lapwing
chick in this, the BTO centenary year, and on the 9" May, 100 years and one day
later (see Images 2 and 3).



Image 2: Lapwing nest Image 3: Lapwing ringed near Whitwell Wood, May 09

‘Red listed’ species are found in our local ringing sites, some of which are breeding
birds. We have caught eleven red listed species this year (see Fig. 1) and in so
doing, contribute to the scientific data upon which conservation decisions are made.
In this way, the group continues to provide valuable data to the national bird
population picture. Red listed species have been caught historically at the group’s
ringing sites, but some remain elusive for today’s ringers. These include Skylark and
Turtle Dove (both species last caught before electronic records began), Redwing
(last caught at Bondhay in 2003) and Yellowhammer (last caught at Bondhay in
2004).

The group’s sites comprise contrasting habitat: Whitwell Wood, established 400 acre
woodland with a largely deciduous broadleaf composition and some conifer mix,
alongside Bondhay Common: former farmland reverted to semi-natural
grassland/scrub, adjacent to the golf course at Bondhay. Declining woodland bird
populations are an area of conservation concern nationally while the habitat of
Bondhay is incredibly valuable as it supports significant breeding populations of at
least two red listed species: Grasshopper Warbler and Linnet.



Lapwing - - 2
Song Thrush 2 10

Grasshopper Warbler - 16 -
Marsh Tit 14 - -
Willow Tit - 2 -
Starling - - 1
House Sparrow - - 2
Linnet - 46 -
Lesser Redpoll - 1* -
Cuckoo - - 1x*
Tree Pipit - 1 -

Fig. 1: Red listed birds (those of greatest conservation concern as listed in 2009) ringed in
Whitwell and surrounding areas in 2008 and 2009

* 1 Lesser Redpoll was ringed in 2008, with 2009 records anticipated in the autumn
** Remains un-ringed until release

Bondhay Common

In total, 29 species* were ringed on the Common in 2008. Of these, 6 species were
retraps of note: including a Blackcap and Blue Tit both ringed here in 2004 and a
Long-tailed Tit ringed here in 2002 (see Appendix 1: Initial Year Ringing Species
Totals Report 2008). A mid-October ringing outing on the Common revealed a
fantastic spectacle of eight Buzzard airborne at one time over the northwest edge of
Whitwell Wood. A juvenile Siskin was a good record in September 2008, the last one
having been caught here in 1997 (see Image 4). A healthy presence of thrush and
finch species moved through in the autumn again, raiding the hedgerows for berries:
eight Blackbirds and five Bullfinches were caught one morning in November.

*This compares with 31 in 2007 and 26 YTD 2009, with winter migrants to come

Image 4: Siskin ringed on Bondhay Common, Sept 2008

A continued ringing effort throughout the year saw an annual total of 366 birds
captured at the site in 2008 (2009 YTD already stands at 377 birds). This compares
with 415 in 2007, which was itself a great upturn in numbers compared with previous



years. In fact, the 2007 total exceeded all others on record for the site since 1997.
The 2008 season saw a 12% downturn in numbers year on year, which was largely
due to appalling weather in the summer hampering ringing opportunities and equally
devastating bird breeding success. The number of juveniles caught was markedly
down in late summer and autumn, in line with the national picture of poor breeding
success for many species. One national exception was the early breeding Long
tailed Tit; we caught 25 birds in 2008. However, Bondhay Common remains a
species-rich site with winter migrants and summer breeding visitors, including eight
species of warbler, all favouring its habitat.

Ringing in 2009 recommenced at the site in April; and on the 12" of the month an
early Grasshopper Warbler was recorded when the distinctive reeling song of the
male was heard. A week later, numbers had grown to three males reeling. On 10™
May three new Grasshopper Warblers were caught, one sexed as a female judging
by its developing brood patch. By the end of May a total of five new Grasshopper
Warblers had been caught, with a suspected seven males reeling in total. The
captures already equalled the 2008 total. One adult caught showed a very distinctive
yellow plumage, seen similarly in a juvenile caught in 2008. This yellow male was
retrapped in early July, along with two more captures, one an adult female and the
other a juvenile. In early July 2009, seven new birds had been caught in four months,
with two retraps, and by late August this total now stands at fourteen new birds and
two retraps (see Image 5). This annual total is a remarkable one, given the catching
area is a field measuring no more than 2 acres in size (see Image 9).

Image 5: The tenth new Grasshopper Warbler to be ringed in 2009 at Bondhay. At time of writing
sixteen birds have been caught this year, only two of which are retraps.

The Common (see Images 6 and 10) bordering the North West side of the wood and
Bondhay Golf Course is proving to be a significant breeding territory for this species.



It is noteworthy that we have yet to catch a ringed Grasshopper Warbler returning to
the site. The site is important for flora too, with native orchids thriving there (see

Images 7 and 8).

Image 6: Bondhay Golf Club and adjacent ‘Common’ seen to the North West (uppermost top left)
edge of Whitwell Wood, courtesy of Google Earth

Images 7 & 8: Orchid species growing on Bondhay Common

The single Grasshopper Warbler caught in 2007 (although more males had been
heard ‘reeling’) led to a previously excellent record of five new birds, some juveniles,
being caught in 2008. This had equalled the previous best total in 2003. On visits to
the site in 2008, as many as five males were heard ‘reeling’ to attract a mate and



proclaim territory. A year later in May 2009 as many as seven males were heard
calling.

It is now historically evident that Bondhay offers significant breeding habitat for this
species, about which very little is still known in terms of both its migratory and moult
strategies. Although many birds have been ringed nationally, ‘control’ records of the
species remain extremely low. Fewer than 50 birds have been controlled, despite
nearly 25,000 having been ringed nationally. Catching in good numbers at the natal
site contributes to the likelihood of a recovery, in turn revealing an insight into the
species migration path and destination. Habitat conservation in the birds’ important
breeding quarters (and equally wintering quarters) should be carefully considered in
a favoured site such as Bondhay (see Image 9).

Image 9: Bondhay Golf Club’s ‘Common’ comprises former farmland dotted with hawthorn and
bounded by food- rich overgrown hedgerows on three sides and the NW perimeter of the wood. It
appears unremarkable, but supports significant numbers of breeding red listed species such as
Grasshopper Warbler and Linnet in addition to Common Whitethroat.

The number of Common Whitethroat caught in 2008 totalled 38; 35 new birds and 3
retraps from 2007. This compares with 44 birds caught in 2007, all of which were
new birds. At time of writing in 2009, 64 Whitethroat have been caught (68% up year
on year); comprising 60 new birds and 4 retraps, including 2 birds ringed in 2007 and
2 from 2008. Useful data has been collected for the species in relation to adult site
faithfulness and adult survival rates. It is hoped that the site will be included by the
BTO in its ‘Retrapping Adults for Survival’ or RAS programme. This will involve
dedicated ringing at the site for a five-year programme at least.

Another common species, albeit not commonly caught in this habitat, is the Reed
Warbler. In early August 2009 a juvenile was ringed, the first site record since 2003
(see Image 10).



Image 10: Juvenile Reed Warbler caught at Bondhay, early August 2009

The declining red listed species Linnet has been caught in good numbers in 2009: 35
birds have been ringed at time of writing. This compares with 14 ringed in 2008. In
late summer Linnet amass in large flocks on Bondhay along with other finches in
order to forage and drink on the Common. Bondhay is an important catching site for
this farmland species in NE Derbyshire.

Another bird of conservation concern and new to the published red list of bird
species in 2009 is the Tree Pipit. In late August this year we caught a Tree Pipit on
the Common, adding another species to the site total (see Image 11). Note the short
hind claw, fine streaks to flank, white belly, pink lower mandible and strong beak.
Tree Pipit was last ringed by the group before electronic records began. This record
was a great end to summer ringing in 2009 before concluding this report.

Image 11: Tree Pipit caught at Bondhay, late August 2009



Whitwell Wood

The year 2009 got off to a tremendous start with ringing continuing through January
at the feeding stations in the wood. The fact that these stations are loyally fed by
Whitwell Wood bird lovers in even the harshest weather directly contributes to
excellent catches of birds. The feeding station near the start of ‘Five Pound Drive’
was particularly productive with the harsh winter weather increasing the numbers of
birds relying on regular supplementary feeding. Ringing activity over the winter saw
captures including three new Nuthatch, five new Marsh Tit and two new Great
Spotted Woodpecker (see Images 11, 12 & 13). Blue Tit X082873 caught on the
Common in June 2009, was originally ringed at a feeding station in the wood in Feb
2009. Another interesting retrap was Blue Tit R589381, caught twice at the feeding
station in Feb 2009, and originally ringed as a juvenile in 2004, making it nearly five
years old. Being captured re-using a feeding station in winter coupled with its relative
longevity, reaffirms woodland birds’ reliance on supplementary feeding.

Images 11, 12 & 13: Two Nuthatch caught early spring 2009 and two male Great Spotted
Woodpeckers caught in the wood, above Nov 2008 at the hide, and below Mar 2009 at ‘Five Pound
Drive’
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In early spring, nesting thrush species were targeted. There were good brood sizes
of Blackbird averaging 4 chicks per brood in the wood. These were more productive
than those of local garden/rural nests which averaged 2.5 chicks. A Song Thrush
nest in the wood and a local Mistle Thrush nest were also ringed (see Fig. 2).
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Fig. 2: Blackbird brood size in Whitwell Wood compared with brood size in gardens/rural
Barlborough

A separate project on Blackbird breeding behaviour and chick development was also
conducted this year. (See Images 14 &15).

Image 14: Blackbird chick post-hatching development: days 1 to 6
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Image 15: Blackbird chick development: day 7 to fledging

12



Image 16: Aerial image of Whitwell Wood clearly showing the rides, courtesy of Google Earth

Tawny Owl breeding numbers were hugely disappointing, albeit in line with national
reports of a cyclical crash in vole numbers. This dip in prey availability is largely
predictable and owl breeding productivity varies accordingly. Regular Tawny box
monitoring revealed two owls still on eggs as late as 12" May, when in previous
years chicks have been ringed in April and fledged long before this date. In other
parts of Derbyshire, Tawny owl nests were also more advanced, bucking the trend
which had in previous years suggested Whitwell to be a relatively ‘early’ Tawny owl
wood. Despite four boxes being occupied with two eggs apiece at various stages in
April and May, eventually the sole Tawny chick of the entire 400+ acre wood was
ringed in the first week of June 2009. The sole prey item in the larder of this owl box
was a mole, further evidence that the preferred prey species of voles was in short
supply this year. In 2008 seven ringed Tawny Owl chicks had been an anticipated
downturn in number compared with the exceptional record of fourteen ringed pulli in
2007: this being an unconfirmed thirty-year record for the wood (see Images 17 & 18
and Fig. 2).

13



Image 17: Adult Tawny Owl ringed 2007 Image 18: Tawny Owl chick ringed 2008

One of the wood’s Common Buzzard nests produced two chicks which were ringed
in early June (see Image 19). This follows on from the success of the single
Common Buzzard chick ringed in 2008, the first ringed in the wood for many
decades. As predicted, the wood has become a regular breeding site for this
species, in line with its hugely expanding range nationally. At least two adult pairs
bred in the wood in 2009, with the second nest producing at least one fledged but
unringed chick.

Image 19: Two Common Buzzard chicks ringed in Whitwell Wood, June 2009
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The small nest boxes produced encouraging results in 2009. The tit broods were
higher in size when compared with the previous two years; broods of 9 Coal Tit and
13 Blue Tit being some of the highest. However many of the boxes were
unoccupied, probably due to the low number of first year breeders, their own survival
rates having been affected by the appalling weather of last summer. The low box
occupancy rate this year gave rise to large broods and also the chance for smaller
tits such as Coal Tits to use boxes, when ordinarily they may be out-competed by the
bigger Great Tit. This arose probably because of a lower Great Tit ‘adult abundance’
figure. Poor weather during a critical time in the 2008 breeding season resulted in a
decline in Great Tits fledging. In 2008 Great Tits suffered their ‘worst productivity’
ever measured by BTO monitoring in 25 years. Great Tit pulli numbers ringed were
also down in 2009 (see Fig. 2), but this is partly reflective of time pressures on
ringing opportunities and not a true indicator of the breeding success of the species
in the wood.

After disastrous breeding seasons in 2007 and 2008, initial observations suggest
Blue Tit numbers have bounced back this year. Few new breeding birds had joined
the population for the previous two years, but brood sizes were encouraging
including one nest of 13 good-sized chicks. A single brood of six Nuthatch pulli was
ringed near the hide, equalling the previous year’s total number ringed, which was
from more than one nest. A further two boxes were identified as occupied by
Nuthatch; one brood fledged early or were predated and the second nest failed. A
pair of Treecreeper was also found to have bred successfully in a box this year (see
Image 20). The entrance hole is situated at the side of this box, simulating a
favoured entrance under the bark near the trunk of the tree.

Image 20: Treecreeper nest with old egg in nest box, Whitwell Wood, May 2009

A Cuckoo was a welcome spring harbinger, both heard and seen on the northern
perimeter of the wood in the early evening of 17" May 2009. Sightings were also
recorded on Firbeck Lane on May 16". Unfortunately a mist net wasn’t to hand to set
up quickly in an attempt to catch the adult male when seen.
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Pulli numbers — all sites

The highest number of species of pulli (12 species) since the group’s electronic
records began (more than ten years ago) was ringed in 2009 (see Fig. 3). Pulli
numbers totalled 183 birds (YTD end of Aug). The species total was boosted by a
brood of five Pied Wagtail chicks ringed near the end of June at the driving range at
Bondhay (see Image 21). The nest was high up (approx 3m) and it is suspected it
was a second brood.

Image 21: Brood of five Pied Wagtail ringed at driving range, Bondhay, June 2009

The first Swallow pulli were ringed at the driving range on the last day of May 2009;
a typical size brood of five chicks. An even earlier brood of three had already fledged
at the end of May, unavoidably before being ringed. Swallows chicks ringed total 60
YTD, by far the best total for the group since electronic records began. Broods were
ringed at St Lawrence’s Church Whitwell and elsewhere in Whitwell village, in
addition to the majority which thrived at Bondhay driving range, where the last two
broods of the year so far were ringed on 19" August 2009. In total, three second
broods were successful at Bondhay in August and were of reasonable clutch size; 4,
4 and 5 respectively, despite tremendous rainfall in July (see Image 22).

Images 22: Second brood of four Swallow pulli ringed at driving range, Bondhay, Aug 2009.
Ordinarily, chicks are returned to the nest immediately, but the ‘photo’ day was exceptionally warm
and we worked quickly with the birds’ welfare uppermost in our actions.
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Buzzard 2 1 0 0 3
Lapwing 2 0 1 0 3
Tawny Owl 1 7 14* 0 22
Blackbird 31 0 3 0 34
Song Thrush 2 0 0 0 2
Mistle Thrush 3 0 0 0 3
Coal Tit 9 0 0 0 9
Robin 0 0 5 0 5
Blue Tit 54 33 13 27 127
Great Tit 8 16 40 27 91
Marsh Tit 0 2 2 0 4
Nuthatch 6 6 3 2 17
Swallow 60 YTD 23 11 0 94
Pied Wagtalil 5 0 0 0 5
Year Total 183 YTD 88 92 56 419
Total Species 12 7 9 3 14

Fig. 3: Pulli ringed at various sites around Whitwell, Bondhay, Elmton and Barlborough

* 14 Tawny owl pulli in 2007 was exceptional; an unconfirmed thirty-year record for the wood
** 8 Great Tit is not reflective of their breeding success as some nest boxes were missed
*** {C’ ringing licence obtained summer 2008

Mistle Thrush and Song Thrush chicks were ringed also. Neither species has been
ringed as pulli for many years by the group. A total of 10 Blackbird nests were
monitored and 31 pulli ringed (see page 11 of this report).

Although not included in these totals, | had the opportunity to join Birklands Ringing
Group on two occasions this summer. In July | ringed Woodlark and Nightjar pulli
(see Image 23) and learned much about the breeding behaviour and habitat of these
two species. | am indebted to Andy Lowe and Ann Ward for sharing their knowledge
and offering such a great ringing experience.

Image 23: Brood of two Nightjar chicks, Nottinghamshire, July 2009
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| also spent an enjoyable August morning checking Barn Owl and Stock Dove boxes
locally with Harry Vilkaitis from Sorby Breck Ringing Group. Ringing three broods of
Stock Doves brought my personal pulli total for the year up to fifteen species. There
is the further chance of ringing a successful brood of Barn owls near Clowne in late
August or early September too. My thanks go to Harry for this opportunity.

2009 YTD Summary

We are well on target to exceed our 1000 bird goal for the year. At present catching
rates, albeit in a highly unpredictable pastime, we anticipate ending the year with
figures in the region of 1200 birds processed. Winter target species to aim for include
three red listed species: Willow Tit, Marsh Tit and the elusive Hawfinch. Wood
Warbler is a further goal for spring. Both Wood Warbler and Hawfinch have been
observed in the wood. Mist netting the wood in the spring and summer of 2010 for
both warblers and Woodcock is another target. We anticipate the region’s Tawny
and Barn owls will fare better in the coming year. Ringing at Bondhay could always
turn up something special, as evidenced by the Pallas’s Warbler in 1999. The site
will benefit from this year's regime of regular ringing: Stonechats frequented the
Common in winter 2008, and Wheatear and Redstart move through on passage, with
the latter species last caught here in Sept 2003. This year’s August-caught Tree Pipit
hints at the site’s latent potential. The imminent and brief autumn movement of
foraging thrush species and finches through the Common is another forth-coming
exciting period on which to focus our ringing efforts.

2010 Ringing Targets

Exceed ringing total for 2009

Ring rides in the wood’s coppices

Mist net for Woodcock and warblers in the wood

Assess suitability of Barn Owl box sites for occupancy

Map all nest boxes accurately to ensure fewer are missed next May —
volunteers welcome

Mend/replace nest boxes in need of repair — volunteers welcome

Find even more time for ringing (“not more”, groans the family)

Mist net Bondhay driving range to record adult Swallows

Continue to write up wood’s 30-year Tawny Owl nesting records

Continue to save group’s archived ringing records electronically

Re-site the Kestrel nest box currently situated on the wood side facing
Woodnook Farm. The Kestrel is a species of national concern and breeding
success would be a great boost to the group’s monitoring. Now outnumbered
by the Buzzard as our most common bird of prey, Kestrel numbers are
declining alarmingly.
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ringing in Whitwell Wood, to Highwood Farm and to Claire Littlewood at Steetley for
allowing Barn Owl boxes to be sited on their land. We hope these boxes will help
expand the range of this species in NE Derbyshire in the near future.
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finding skills and without whom ringing activities would not happen on this scale; to
Reg Beech, for his expert nest box building; to lan, our skilful climber; to Steve, who
we missed and on his return is already cutting out rides; to Mary Marsden for her
valuable help and to Geoff Mawson and Dave Williams of Sorby Breck Ringing
Group for their continued support and guidance. To all the unnamed others who
have made our ringing activities possible, given birding feedback and fed the feeding
stations: | owe my gratitude too. Last year after qualifying as a ‘C’ ringer my aim was
to build on Whitwell Wood Natural History Group’s long tradition of ringing, since the
group’s inception nearly 40 years ago. This year has certainly got things off to a
good start.

We are always grateful for information regarding resident, breeding or over-wintering
birds at Bondhay, Whitwell and surrounding areas, which would help assist in the
group’s ringing endeavours for the purposes of conservation concern. Please emalil
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but this cannot be guaranteed. All photographs are taken by the author and have
copyright, with the exception of images 6 & 16 which are used courtesy of Google
Earth.

Report prepared by Eleanor J Wilkins, Aug 2009
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Whitwell Wood
Ringing Totals

2008 Total (North and South)

Bondhay Common
Ringing Totals

2008 Total

All Ringing Sites

Totals for 2009 (added at year end)
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Monthly Species Totals Report — Whitwell Wood Soutl2008

January February March April May

Great Spotted Woodpecker 0 0 0 0 0
Wren 0 1 0 0 0
Dunnock 0 0 0 0 0
Robin 0 4 0 0 0
Blackbird 0 0 0 0 0
Goldcrest 0 0 0 0 0
Marsh Tit 0 2 0 0 0
Coal Tit 3 7 0 0 0
Blue Tit 8 17 0 0 0
Great Tit 6 19 0 0 0
Nuthatch 1 1 0 0 0
Treecreeper 0 0 0 0 0
Chaffinch 2 19 0 0 0
Goldfinch 0 0 0 0 0
Grand Total: 20 70 0 0 0

Total Species: 5 8 0 0 0

Report Data Selection: Year: 2008; Place: Whitwell Wood South;
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Monthly Species Totals Report — Whitwell Wood North2008

January February March April May June July August September October November December TOTAL

Buzzard 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Tawny Owl 0 0 0 1 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7
Robin 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Blackbird 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Marsh Tit 3 0 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9
Coal Tit 7 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11
Blue Tit 9 0 3 2 39 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 53
Great Tit 5 1 3 2 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 29
Nuthatch 2 0 0 1 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9
Chaffinch 1 0 1 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8

Grand Total: 27 1 15 15 71 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 130

Total Species: 6 1 7 7 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 10
Report Data Selection: Year: 2008; Place: Whitwell Wood North;
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Monthly Species Totals Report — Bondhay 2008
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January February March April May June July August September October November December TOTAL

Blue Tit 6 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 6 2 4 0 20
Great Tit 1 0 0 0 0 7 3 0 2 0 3 0 16
Treecreeper 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Greenfinch 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 9 2 0 0 15
Goldfinch 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 26 0 0 0 28
Siskin 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Linnet 0 0 0 0 0 10 4 0 0 0 0 0 14
Lesser Redpoll 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Bullfinch 2 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 4 0 5 0 14
Reed Bunting 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 4 0 0 0 8

Grand Total: 28 0 0 0 0 98 54 9 123 21 33 0 366

Total Species: 11 0 0 0 0 18 17 8 19 9 8 0 29
Report Data Selection: Year: 2008; Place: Bondhay Farm;

24



Monthly Species Totals Report — All Sites 2009
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Whitethroat
Garden Warbler
Blackcap
Chiffchaff
Willow Warbler
Goldcrest
Long-tailed Tit
Marsh Tit
Willow Tit

Coal Tit

Blue Tit

Great Tit
Nuthatch
Treecreeper
Jay

Starling

House Sparrow
Chaffinch
Greenfinch
Goldfinch
Linnet
Bullfinch

Report Data Selection:
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January February March April May June July August September October November December TOTAL

Reed Bunting 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 2 0 5
Grand Total: 95 129 115 31 137 68 120 157 85 60 58 24 1079
Total Species: 9 11 14 10 16 13 24 23 14 12 13 13 42
Report Data Selection: Year: 2009;

27



