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Ringing Secretary’s Report for 2009  

 
The year 2009 has resulted in more than 15,000 birds ringed by the group, 
our highest ever total. This is a record achievement for an inland ringing group 
with mainly seasonal or marginal sites. Our success is due entirely to the 
activities of our ringers. They operate feed sites; run Constant Effort Sites 
(CES) through the summer, study and ring raptors, ring nestlings, monitor 
specific species such as Tree Sparrow and train new ringers. 
 
Our success in the area of training has enabled the Group to diversify whilst 
at the same time ensure increased coverage. On the training front, 
congratulations to Bryn for gaining a C licence during the year. 
 
Our increased activity has produced more data to monitor and collate. We 
owe David Williams a debt of gratitude for managing our records with such 
consistency and expertise. 
 
Our website has made our ringing available to the wider community with 
congratulatory feedback received from its users including the BTO. Ringers 
too have appreciated an outlet for their fieldwork. My thanks again to 
Yorkshire Water who provided the funding to develop our site and then to 
Sean Ashton who is now responsible for its running. We are lucky to have a 
ringer with his enthusiasm and IT skills to update our activities on the web. 
Thank you Sean! 
 
Another consequence of our increased activities is the variety of birds we ring. 
The year 2009 saw our first Cetti’s Warbler ringed. Another unusual bird for us 
to ring was the Common Crossbill. Both species are featured on the cover of 
this report. What next, a Red Kite? 
 
As we move into the next decade Sorby Breck Ringing Group looks well 
placed to consolidate its activities in Derbyshire and South Yorkshire 
providing records to promote and conserve birds. At the same time ringers will 
continue to improve their own expertise by ringing with one another, joining 
other ringing groups to experience a greater diversity of species processed 
and by ringing out of area, on islands, at migration points such as Icklesham 
and by ringing overseas. 
 
My thanks go to everyone in Sorby Breck Ringing Group for their efforts in 
2009 and for making the year so memorable. Finally, my appreciation to the 
DOS, Sorby NHS and the SBSG for their financial help with rings and to the 
many landowners who give us permission to carry out our ringing studies on 
their land. 
 
Geoff Mawson, Ringing Secretary 
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Annual Ringing Totals 
 

SORBY BRECK RINGING GROUP  
RINGING TOTALS – 2005-2009 
 
SPECIES 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
Mute Swan 53 61 624 209 410 
Whooper Swan   1  1 
Greylag Goose 3 3 4 4 2 
Greater Canada Goose 20 44 38 17 5 
Wigeon  1    
Teal 4 5 1 4  
Mallard 4 12 9 17 23 
Hen Harrier  9    
Goshawk 8 10 3 4 6 
Sparrowhawk 9 6 6 12 9 
Buzzard 28 2 10 5 5 
Kestrel 15 17 49 39 40 
Merlin 19 13 9 18 24 
Hobby 24 42 31 37 24 
Peregrine 4 9 4 6 9 
Grey Partridge 1     
Water Rail 1 1  2 3 
Moorhen 11 5 6 7 7 
Coot 1 6 1 10 1 
Oystercatcher  2  1  
Little Ringed Plover 6 10  4  
Ringed Plover 1 6  3  
Golden Plover 1     
Lapwing 22 66 29 43 12 
Jack Snipe 9 5 1 16 17 
Snipe 50 9 15 30 22 
Woodcock     2 
Curlew 1 2    
Common Sandpiper  3  1 1 
Black-headed Gull 17   4  
Common Tern 9 8 7 3  
Stock Dove  24 26 25 54 
Woodpigeon 4 23 15 27 28 
Collared Dove 13 5 4 6 6 
Barn Owl 7 11 11  13 
Little Owl 3 11 4 4 9 
Tawny Owl 6 11 25 15 12 
Long-eared Owl  5 9  1 
Short-eared Owl 6  3  1 
Swift 103 96 21 59 45 
Kingfisher 5 11 9 16 15 
Green Woodpecker 1 1 2  2 
Great Spotted Woodpecker 23 14 31 20 16 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker    1  
Woodlark    2  
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SPECIES 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
Skylark   1  4 
Sand Martin  2 51 46 8 
Swallow 81 850 1295 1209 1294 
House Martin 174 268 223 419 191 
Tree Pipit 11 11 7 7 12 
Meadow Pipit 136 196 434 470 859 
Yellow Wagtail  3 2 4 3 
Grey Wagtail 168 67 93 95 60 
Pied Wagtail 104 88 298 312 198 
Waxwing 203 39    
Dipper 50 31 44 68 73 
Wren 217 275 305 266 307 
Dunnock 276 285 348 317 445 
Robin 281 301 392 390 490 
Redstart 4 15 9 3 6 
Whinchat  3 4  3 
Stonechat 7 14 6 5 4 
Wheatear     1 
Ring Ouzel 14 57 13 43  
Blackbird 348 394 561 488 638 
Fieldfare 1 1 2  29 
Song Thrush 64 58 82 83 120 
Redwing 33 40 14 9 150 
Mistle Thrush 10 7 12 6 11 
Cetti’s Warbler     1 
Grasshopper Warbler 4 4 2 7 28 
Sedge Warbler 57 80 27 57 56 
Reed Warbler 100 169 78 89 116 
Lesser Whitethroat 13 14 19 20 30 
Whitethroat 48 92 120 97 192 
Garden Warbler 68 61 68 35 36 
Blackcap 186 171 256 160 258 
Wood Warbler 7 9  4 30 
Chiffchaff 160 205 354 437 682 
Willow Warbler 247 299 223 214 386 
Goldcrest 109 109 256 350 114 
Firecrest   2 2  
Spotted Flycatcher 3 6 23 7 6 
Pied Flycatcher 107 119 91 139 198 
Long-tailed Tit 422 398 442 523 596 
Marsh Tit 3 5 4 5 5 
Willow Tit 45 39 29 28 50 
Coal Tit 97 131 343 425 445 
Blue Tit 1189 1314 1264 1059 1488 
Great Tit 894 845 854 710 1035 
Nuthatch 25 25 39 39 45 
Treecreeper 27 40 22 39 28 
Great Grey Shrike   1   
Jay 8 1 14 12 23 
Magpie 8 9 9 29 14 
Jackdaw 6  7 4 10 
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SPECIES 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
Rook   3 7 10 
Carrion Crow 4 1  2 2 
Raven 9 4 2 14  
Starling 126 90 185 275 348 
House Sparrow 179 191 93 122 106 
Tree Sparrow 590 465 462 311 276 
Chaffinch 462 565 766 535 604 
Brambling 2 12 4 23 8 
Greenfinch 553 397 362 206 954 
Goldfinch 170 269 195 198 421 
Siskin 24 763 197 301 157 
Linnet 23 11 11 23 77 
Common Redpoll 9 2  3 2 
Lesser Redpoll 214 115 297 2060 592 
Common Crossbill     1 
Bullfinch 131 100 202 201 329 
Yellowhammer 14 36 37 30 63 
Reed Bunting 88 134 150 90 176 
TOTAL FOR YEAR 9105  10874 12718 13803 15729 
TOTAL SPECIES 94 98 93 95 96 
 
Lundy Island Study 
excluded from above   

 
   

House Sparrow 347 171 153 70 126 
Totals include rehabilitated Mute Swans 
 
David Williams 
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Ringing Recoveries 
 

SORBY BRECK RINGING GROUP  
RINGING RECOVERIES AND REPORTED SIGHTINGS – 2007-2009 
 

 
GREY HERON 
 1294011 07/05/2000 1 Cleveland Farm. Wilts (SU7094)  
 03/06/2009 XF Treeton Dyke, S Yorks (SK4386) 195 km, 9 yrs 27 days 
   destroyed; smashed wing & leg 
 
MUTE SWAN 
 Z29636 22/09/1991 3 Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4866)  
 20/08/2008 XF Clumber Park, Notts (SK6275) 18 km, 16 yrs 333 days 
ZZ2990 18/07/2004 1 Killingworth, Tyne & Wear (NZ2770)  
 14/05/2007 R Appleton Roebuck, N Yorks (SE5542) 131 km, 2 yrs 300 days 
W19042 22/08/2006 5M Rother Valley CP, S Yorks (SK4582)  
 10/10/2007 SR Cambridge, Cambs 158 km, 1yr 49 days 
 29/05/2009 VV Stainforth & Keadby Canal, Ealand, Humberside (SE7711) 43 km, 2yrs 280 days 
W19036 28/09/2006 3 Rother Valley CP, S Yorks (SK4582)  
 13/01/2007 RR Fairburn Ings, W Yorks (SE4527) 45 km, 107 days 
W19037 03/12/2006 3 Rother Valley CP, S Yorks (SK4582)  
 27/01/2007 R Shardlow Marina, Derbys (SK4430) 52 km, 55 days 
ZZ8153 13/01/2007 8F Allerton Bywater, W Yorks (SE4128)  
 10/04/2007 X Abbotsbury Swannery, Dorset (SY5784) 355 km, 87 days 
ZZ8126 26/01/2007 5F Whitby Harbour, N Yorks (NZ8911)  
 13/03/2008 X Fairburn Ings, N Yorks (SE4527) 95 km, 1yr 47 days 
ZZ9509 06/03/2007 5F Doncaster Dome, S Yorks (SE5901)  
 05/09/2008 RR Near Allerthorpe, Humberside (SE7846) 49 km, 1 yr 183 days 
ZZ9596 14/04/2007 4F West Lodge, Huddersfield, W Yorks (SE1219)  
 13/06/2007 R Middlethorpe Ings, N Yorks (SE5948) 55 km, 60 days 
ZZ9629 14/05/2007 5M Pugneys CP, Wakefield, W Yorks (SE3217)  
 24/02/2008 R Pittance Park nr Edwinstowe, Notts (SK6363) 62 km, 286 days 
 31/05/2008 VV King's Mill Reservoir, Notts (SK5159) 63 km, 1 yr 17 days 
 30/11/2008 VV King's Mill Reservoir, Notts 63 km, 1yr 200 days 
ZZ9690 20/06/2007 6M Doncaster Dome, S Yorks (SE5901)  
 18/09/2008 X York, N Yorks (SE6051) 51 km, 1 yr 90 days  
ZZ9851 10/07/2007 6M Doncaster Dome, S Yorks (SE5901)  
 14/02/2009 VV Sands, nr Mirfield, W Yorks (SE2119) 42 km, 1 yr 219 days 
ZZ5505 17/08/2007 3 Thornes Park, Wakefield, W Yorks (SE3219)  
 15/11/2007 XF York (SE6151) 44 km, 90 days 
ZZ5507 18/08/2007 3 Pontefract Park, W Yorks (SE4422)  
 02/04/2008 XF Abbotsbury Swannery, Dorset (SY5784) 348 km, 228 days 
ZZ5508 18/08/2007 5M Fall Ings, Wakefield, W Yorks (SE3419)  
 13/03/2009 RR Rowntree Park, York (SE6050) 40 km, 1 yr 207 days 
ZZ5822 16/08/2008 3 Goole, Humberside (SE7423)  
 01/01/2009 XF Canon Hall Country Park, S Yorks (SE2707) 51 km, 138 days 

 
Only one long-lived individual and movements in excess of 40 km are shown above.  Shorter movements during the 
period 2007-2009 are summarised below: 

 

0 – 9 km 10 – 19 km 20 – 29 km 30 – 39 km 

63 44 15 1 

 
WHOOPER SWAN 

ZZ9580 01/04/2007 6M Fairburn Ings, N Yorks (SE4527)  
 15/08/2008 XL Isle of Eriskay, Western Isles (NF8010) 528 km, 1 yr 136 days 
   = skeleton 

GREYLAG GOOSE  

5247616 02/01/2008 6 Rother Valley CP, S Yorks (SK4582)  
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 09/10/2009 XL Killamarsh, Derbys (SK4581) 2 km, 1 yr 280 days 

 
GREATER CANADA GOOSE  
5235474 01/06/2004 3 Derwent Valley, Derbys (SK1789)  
 08/05/2008 +F Derwent Reservoir, Derbys (SK1791) 2 km, 3 yrs 342 days 
5235500 10/06/2004 3 Derwent Valley, Derbys (SK1789)  
 08/05/2008 +F Derwent Reservoir, Derbys (SK1791) 2 km, 3 yrs 333 days 
5101302 31/05/2006 3 Slippery Stones, Derwentdale, Derbys (SK1695)  
 29/10/2008 VV Thrybergh Country Park, Rotherham (SK4896) 32 km, 2 yrs 151 days 
 26/10/2009 VV Thrybergh Country Park, Rotherham (SK4896) 32 km, 3 yrs 148 days 
5235411 17/06/2006 3 Derwent Valley, Derbys (SK1789)  
 08/05/2008 +F Derwent Reservoir, Derbys (SK1791) 2 km, 1 yr 326 days 
5235413 17/06/2006 3 Derwent Valley, Derbys (SK1789)  
 08/09/2008 X Walton, Wakefield, W Yorks (SE3517) 34 km, 2 yrs 83 days 
5235414 17/06/2006 3 Derwent Valley, Derbys (SK1789)  
 16/05/2009 XL Abbey Bank, Derwent Valley, Derbys (SK1792) 2 km, 2 yrs 333 days 
5235417 17/06/2006 3 Derwent Valley, Derbys (SK1789)  
 20/08/2007 + Midhopestones, S Yorks (SK2399) 12 km, 1 yr 64 days 
5235444 22/08/2006 4 Rother Valley CP, S Yorks (SK4582)  
 05/09/2007 + Thorpe Salvin, S Yorks (SK5281) 7 km, 1 yr 14 days 
5247608 05/06/2007 3 Derwent Valley, Derbys (SK1789)  
 08/05/2008 + Derwent Res, Derbys (SK1791) 2 km, 338 days 
 
EURASIAN TEAL 

 EL64669 23/09/2005 3F Mahee Island, Strangford Lough, N.Ireland (IJ5364)  
 15/09/2008 + Welbeck Abbey, Notts (SK5674) 324 km, 2 yrs 358 days 
J8818 
POL 

25/02/2006 5F Sao Jacinto Dunes NR, Aveiro , PORTUGAL 
40°41'N 8°44'W 

 

 21/10/2007 VV Ogston Res, Derbys (SK3760) 1488 km, 1 yr 238 days 
EH11876 15/10/2006 3F Thorpe Salvin, S Yorks (SK5281)  
 03/01/2008 R Thorpe Salvin, S Yorks  1 yr 80 days 
 01/09/2008 +F Jarvikyla, Nivala, Oulu, FINLAND 

63°54'N 24°57'E 
1907 km, 1 yr 322 days 

 
MALLARD 
 GF87192 02/03/2004 4M Thorpe Salvin, S Yorks (SK5281)  
 20/04/2007 XF Turner Wood, Shireoaks, Notts 3km, 3 yrs 49 days 
GN13039 29/09/2007 3 Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265)  
 03/01/2009 XF Sutton Scarsdale, Derbys (SK4468) 3 km, 1 yr 96 days 

 
POCHARD 
DA262819 
FRP 

14/11/2006 3F Le Bonhomme, Loire-Atlantique, FRANCE  
47°2'N 1°38'W 

 

 14/09/2007 +F near Welbeck, Notts (SK5673) 692 km, 304 days 
 
KESTREL 

 EH11889 03/06/2007 1M Thorpe Salvin, S Yorks (SK5281)  
 15/10/2007 XF Shuttlewood, Derbys (SK4671) 12km, 134 days 
EW21912 09/06/2007 1 Hardwick Wood, S Yorks (SK4886)  
 03/03/2008 S Dinnington, S Yorks (SK5285) 5km, 268 days 
EW21926 17/06/2007 1F Thorpe Salvin, S Yorks (SK5281)  
 17/08/2007 XF Stanfree, Chesterfield, Derbys (SK4774) 8km, 61 days 
ET39077 09/06/2008 1 Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbys (SK3046)  
 31/10/2008 XF Rutland Water, Leics (SK8806) 71 km, 144 days 
EW21802 30/05/2009 1 Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbys (SK3046)  
 13/07/2009 S Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbys (SK3047) 0 km, 44 days 
EK08003 20/06/2009 1 Palterton, Derbys (SK4768)  
 03/10/2009 XF Annesley, Notts (SK5053) 15 km, 1 days 
 
MERLIN 

 EL13335 11/07/2008 1 Site Confidential, Derbys (SK26)  
 17/08/2008 XF Toynton-all-Saints, nr Spilsby, Lincs (TF3963) 119 km, 37 days 
 
HOBBY 

 EL13190 05/08/2007 1 Site Confidential, Derbys (SK21)  
 28/06/2008 R Ramsey Hollow, Cambs (TL3186) 109 km, 328 days 
EG16069 25/07/2008 1 Site Confidential, Derbys (SK43)  
 08/10/2008 XF Yapton, Sussex (SU9703) 236 km, 75 days 
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PEREGRINE 

 GN13075 31/05/2003 1M Site Confidential near Ladybower Res, Derbys (SK19)  
 29/04/2008 XF Darwen, Lancs (SD6822) 57 km, 4 yrs 334 days 
     
 
WATER RAIL 

 DN55274 29/11/2008 4F Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265)  
 15/04/2009 XF Hameringham, Horncastle, Lincs (TF3167) 89 km, 137 days 
     
 
LAPWING 
 DB68086 27/05/2006 1 Strines Moor, S Yorks (SK2289)  
 12/07/2008 XF Roundhill Reservoir, N Yorks (SE1476) 88 km, 2 yrs 46 days 
 
BLACK-HEADED GULL 

 6408763  
SVS 

11/06/2003 7 Pildammsparken, Malmo, Skåne, SWEDEN  
55°35'N 13°0'E 

 

 20/11/2007 VV Thrybergh CP, S Yorks (SK4795) 952 km, 4 yrs 162 days 
 29/11/2009 VV Thrybergh CP, S Yorks (SK4795) 952 km, 6 yrs 171 days 
6415539 
SVS 

18/06/2005 7 Pildammsparken, Malmo, Skåne, SWEDEN  
55°35'N 13°0'E 

 

 24/02/2008 VV Thrybergh CP, S Yorks (SK4795) 952 km, 2 yrs 251 days 
 
YELLOW-LEGGED GULL 

 GN45000 24/11/2004 10 Stoke Orchard Landfill, Gloucs (SO9427)  
 22/07/2007 VV Middleton Moor, Derbys (SK2074) 150 km, 2 yrs 240 days 
 
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL 

 3008375 
NOS  

11/07/2007 1 Glåna, Mandal, Vest-Agder, NORWAY 
58°0'N 7°22'E 

 

 20/02/2008 VV Poolsbrook CP, Staveley, Derbys (SK4373) 759 km, 224 days 
 
STOCK DOVE 

 EH11862 28/07/2006 1 Elmton, Derbys (SK5073)  
 27/02/2007 XF Clowne, Derbys (SK4975) 3 km, 214 days 
 
WOODPIGEON 

 FB04582 04/05/2008 6M Whirlow, Sheffield (SK3182)  
 22/09/2008 + Hazelhurst Farm, Dungworth, S Yorks (SK2889) 9 km, 141 days 
 
BARN OWL 

 GN13136 09/06/2005 1 Site Confidential near Welbeck, Notts (SK57)  
 07/04/2009 X Nether Langwith, Notts (SK5470) 3 km, 3 yrs 302 days 
GJ62867 15/07/2006 1 near Carsington, Derbys (SK2451)  
 13/02/2007 XF Stonebroom, Derbys (SK4159) 20 km, 213 days 
GN13246 10/09/2006 1 Site Confidential near Welbeck, Notts (SK57)  
 06/01/2007 X Warsop, Notts (SK5667) 4 km, 118 days 
GN13249 19/09/2007 1 Cuckney, Notts (SK5572)  
 27/02/2008 S Mansfield, Notts 12 km, 161 days 
 
SWIFT 

 SB87990 18/05/2003 6 Treeton SF, S Yorks (SK4387)  
 28/07/2009 // Bramley, Rotherham, S Yorks (SK4892) 6 km, 6 yrs 71 days 
 
SAND MARTIN  

 J661497 30/07/2006 3 West Burton Power Station, Retford, Notts (SK8086)  
 08/07/2007 R Aldwarke, Rawmarsh, S Yorks (SK4494) 37 km, 343 days 
 
SWALLOW 

 R644973 03/09/2003 3J Middleton Moor, Derbys (SK2074)  
 07/06/2008 R Baslow SF, Derbys (SK2571) 5 km, 4 yrs 278 days 
R981339 02/07/2004 1 Scarcliffe, Derbys (SK4968)  
 10/05/2008 XF Blidworth, Notts (SK5555) 15 km, 3 yrs 313 days 
T690441 13/06/2006 1 Netherthorpe, S Yorks (SK5380)  
 10/05/2007 XF Shireoaks, Worksop, Notts 3 km, 331 days 
V343619 01/09/2006 3J Burton Moor, Derbys (SK2067)  
 13/05/2007 R Bakewell SF, Derbys (SK2465) 5 km, 254 days 
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V131692 12/05/2007 4M Baslow SF, Derbys (SK2571)  
 21/06/2008 R Bakewell SF, Derbys (SK2465) 8 km, 1 yr 40 days 
V536527 09/06/2007 1 Ashopton, Derbys (SK1986)  
 10/09/2007 R Galacho de la Alfranca, Pastriz, Zaragoza, SPAIN  

41°37'N 0°46'W 
1308 km, 93 days 

     
T332880 10/06/2007 1 near Bilsthorpe, Notts (SK6461)  
 24/06/2007 R Carr Vale,SF Derbys (SK4670) 21 km, 14 days 
V688296 23/06/2007 1 Scarcliffe, Derbys (SK4968)  
 15/05/2009 R=M near Warsop Vale, Notts (SK5467) 5 km, 1 yr 326 days 
V718063 18/07/2007 1 Compton, Collingham, W Yorks (SE3944)  
 14/05/2009 R Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670) 75 km, 1 yr 300 days 
V688663 29/07/2007 1 Elmton, Derbys (SK5073)  
 22/09/2007 R Icklesham, Sussex (TQ8815) 293 km, 55 days 
V688764 07/08/2007 1 Gildingwells, S Yorks (SK5585)  
 12/09/2007 R Icklesham, Sussex (TQ8815) 300 km, 36 days 
V688811 11/08/2007 1 Elmton, Derbys (SK5073)  
 17/05/2008 R near Warsop Vale, Notts (SK5467) 7 km, 280 days 
V688815 11/08/2007 1 Scarcliffe, Derbys (SK4968)  
 15/05/2009 R=F near Warsop Vale, Notts (SK5467) 5 km, 1 yr 277 days 
V688972 01/09/2007 1 Gildingwells, S Yorks (SK5585)  
 05/10/2007 R Icklesham, Sussex (TQ8815) 300 km, 34 days 
V597957 03/09/2007 3 Marston Sewage Farm, Lincs (SK9042)  
 17/05/2008 R Baslow SF, Derbys (Sk2571) 72 km, 257 days 
ER6057 
ESI 

29/09/2007 3 L'Encanyissada, Tarragona, SPAIN  
40°40'N 0°38'E 

 

 25/05/2008 R Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670) 1403 km, 239 days 
X085021 02/06/2008 1 Netherthorpe, S Yorks (SK5380)  
 29/08/2008 R Retford, Notts (SK7181) 18 km, 88 days 
X085217 10/06/2008 1 near Staveley, Derbys (SK4376)  
 19/08/2008 R Retford, Notts (SK7181) 28 km, 70 days 
X085320 19/06/2008 1 Scarcliffe, Derbys (SK4968)  
 17/05/2009 R=F near Warsop Vale, Notts (SK5467) 5 km, 332 days 
X085396 24/06/2008 1 near Barlborough, Derbys (SK4878)  
 17/08/2008 R Retford, Notts (SK7181) 24 km, 54 days 
X085400 25/06/2008 1 Upper Whiston, Rotherham, S Yorks (SK4589)  
 20/08/2008 R Retford, Notts (SK7181) 28 km, 56 days 
X085469 12/07/2008 1 Rylah, nr Palterton, Derbys (SK4667)  
 14/05/2009 R Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670) 2 km, 306 days 
X085514 25/07/2008 1 Stainsby, Derbys (SK4565)  
 15/05/2009 R=F near Warsop Vale, Notts (SK5467) 10 km, 294 days 
X059313 31/07/2008 1 Compton, Collingham, W Yorks (SE3944)  
 17/05/2009 R=F Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670) 75 km, 290 days 
X085717 04/08/2008 1 Stainsby, Derbys (SK4565)  
 15/05/2009 R Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670) 4 km, 284 days 
X518097 04/05/2009 4F Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670)  
 17/05/2009 R near Warsop Vale, Notts (SK5467) 8 km, 13 days 
X622164 07/06/2009 1 Shuttlweood, Derbys (SK4672)  
 07/07/2009 R Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670) 2 km, 30 days 
X622185 07/06/2009 1 Cresswell, Derbys (SK5174)  
 07/07/2009 R Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670) 8 km, 30 days 
X622344 17/06/2009 1 Stainsby, Derbys (SK4565)  
 19/07/2009 R Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670) 4 km, 32 days 
 
HOUSE MARTIN 

 T500512 31/07/2005 3J Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265)  
 22/08/2007 XF Wakefield, W Yorks (SE3320) 55 km, 2 yrs 22 days 
V130653 13/05/2006 4 Treeton SF, S Yorks (SK4387)  
 30/05/2008 R Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670) 19 km, 2 yrs 17 days 
T197943 13/05/2007 4F near Warsop Vale, Notts (SK5467)  
 21/07/2007 B Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670) 8 km, 69 days 
V943105 30/05/2008 4F Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670)  
 15/05/2009 R near Warsop Vale, Notts (SK5467) 8 km, 350 days 
V943131 30/05/2008 4F Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670)  
 15/05/2009 R near Warsop Vale, Notts (SK5467) 8 km, 350 days 
V943192 01/06/2008 4M Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670)  
 15/05/2009 R near Warsop Vale, Notts (SK5467) 8 km, 348 days 
V944299 07/09/2008 3J Bakewell SF, Derbys (SK2465)  
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 07/06/2009 R near Warsop Vale, Notts (SK5467) 29 km, 273 days 
 
MEADOW PIPIT 

 V317457 22/09/2007 3 Agden, S Yorks (SK2494)  
 06/12/2008 XF Laukiz, Vizcaya, SPAIN 

43;21N+02;54W  
1125 km, 1 yr 75 days 

 
GREY WAGTAIL 

 V452660 03/05/2007 1 Miller's Dale, Derbys (SK1473)  
 20/10/2007 R Dungworth, S Yorks (SK2890) 22 km, 170 days 
V131747 26/05/2007 3J Baslow SF, Derbys (SK2571)  
 01/07/2007 R Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670) 22 km, 36 days 
AN54465 
NLA 

28/09/2007 3M Westenschouwen Strand, Zeeland, NETHERLANDS 
51°41'N 3°41'E 

 

 24/01/2009 R Treeton, S Yorks (SK4387) 390 km, 1 yr 118 days 
X084573 12/07/2008 3J Baslow SF, Derbys SK2571)  
 10/06/2009 VV Darley Dale, Derbys (SK2663) 9 km, 333 days 
 
PIED WAGTAIL 

 R161477 14/10/2007 3F Flamborough Head, Humberside (TA2471)  
 30/03/2008 X Unstone Green, Derbys (SK3776) 129 km, 168 days 
V316724 24/02/2008 5 Grantham Services, Lincs (SK8839)  
 21/05/2009 XF Epworth, N Lincs (SE7704) 66 km, 1 yr 87 days 
V618724 17/05/2008 5F Baslow SF, Derbys (SK2571)  
 25/08/2008 R Corby, Northants (SP8988) 107 km, 100 days 
V943434 21/06/2008 3J Bakewell SF, Derbys (SK2465)  
 16/02/2009 R=F Palterton, Derbys (SK4768) 23 km, 240 days 
V943841 17/07/2008 3J Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670)  
 14/05/2009 R=F near Warsop Vale, Notts (SK5467) 8 km, 301 days 
X491789 08/02/2009 5M Bakewell SF, Derbys (SK2465)  
 15/03/2009 R Baslow SF, Derbys (SK2572) 8 km, 35 days 
 
WAXWING 

 BV65481 09/01/2006 5 Walkley, Sheffield (SK3388)  
 10/03/2007 R Kerinkallio, Lahti, Hame, FINLAND 

60°57'N 25°40'E 
1834 km, 1 yr 60 days 

BV65482 09/01/2006 5F Walkley, Sheffield (SK3388)  
 18/02/2008 R Ojanpera, Rovaniemi, Lappi, FINLAND 

66°28'N 25°44'E 
2084 km, 2 yrs 40 days 

NW41913 09/11/2008 3M Bridge of Don, Aberdeen (NJ9409)  
 14/04/2009 VV Waterthorpe, Sheffield (SK4382) 429 km, 156 days 
NW39130 11/11/2008 4F Allenvale Cemetery, Aberdeen (NJ9304)  
 09/02/2009 VV Catcliffe, Rotherham (SK4188) 417 km, 90 days 
 
DIPPER 

 RW61948 11/05/2005 1 Rivelin Valley, Sheffield (SK3087)  
 29/05/2006 R Wharncliffe Side, S Yorks (SK2994) 6 km, 1 yr 18 days 
 30/04/2008 R Near Wharncliffe Side, S Yorks (SK2995) 7 km, 2 yrs 355 days 
RW61950 14/05/2005 4F Malin Bridge, Sheffield (SK3289)  
 23/06/2008 VV Goyt's Clough, Derbys (SK0172) 35 km, 3 yrs 40 days 
RF14413 30/04/2008 1 Wharncliffe Side, Sheffield (SK2995)  
 16/03/2009 VV Oughtibridge, Sheffield (SK3192) 4 km, 320 days 
RF14414 30/04/2008 1 near Wharncliffe Side, Sheffield (SK2995)  
 10/04/2009 R near Loxley, Sheffield (SK2989) 6 km, 345 days 
RF14420 12/05/2008 4M Rivelin Dams, S Yorks (SK2786)  
 17/03/2009 R Rivelin Valley, Sheffield (SK2886) 1 km, 309 days 
RF14438 06/06/2008 1 Near Loxley, Sheffield (SK2989)  
 17/01/2009 R Dungworth, S Yorks (SK2890) 1 km, 225 days 
RF14441 16/06/2008 1 Oughtibridge, Sheffield (SK3093)  
 22/02/2009 R near Wortley, S Yorks (SK2999) 6 km, 251 days 
RF14457 17/01/2009 4F Dungworth, S Yorks (SK2890)  
 06/05/2009 R Ughill, S Yorks (SK2689) 2 km, 109 days 
 
WREN 

 BVT129 05/04/2009 6 Unstone, Derbys (SK3777)  
 01/08/2009 R Rivelin Valley, Sheffield (SK3086) 11 km, 118 days 
 
DUNNOCK 

 V980750 05/03/2008 6 Great Longstone, Derbys (SK2071)  
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 03/03/2009 R Near Ashord In Water, Derbys (SK1970) 2 km, 363 days 
V979803 18/02/2009 5 near Whirlow, Sheffield, S Yorks (SK3082)  
 19/04/2009 R Ringinglow, S Yorks (SK2883) 2 km, 60 days 
 
ROBIN 

 P577738 02/06/2004 3J Rivelin Valley, Sheffield (SK2986)  
 15/12/2007 R Light Oaks, Staffs (SJ9250) 51 km, 3 yrs 196 days 
X082520 19/08/2008 3 Ringinglow, Sheffield (SK2883)  
 17/01/2009 XF Near Dore, Sheffield 5 km, 151 days 
   taken by cat 
 
BLACKBIRD 

 CF74863 04/04/2004 5F Dronfield, Derbys (SK3578)  
 15/12/2007 X Ridgeway Moor, Derbys (SK4081) 6 km, 3 yrs 255 days 
CW81247 07/08/2007 3JF Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4669)  
 26/08/2007 R Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 5 km, 19 days 
CL88954 01/02/2008 5M Lodge Moor, Sheffield (SK3086)  
 07/04/2009 XF Lodge Moor, Sheffield 0 km, 1 yr 65 days 
   road casualty 
CL88235 04/05/2008 5F Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265)  
 29/03/2009 SR Vinkelvej, Varde, Jylland, DENMARK 

55°37'N 8°29'E 
692 km, 329 days 

   sick (hit glass) now released 
CF74279 06/12/2008 3M Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbys (SK3046)  
 18/02/2009 XF Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbys (SK3147) 1 km, 74 days 
   road casualty 
LB11888 15/12/2008 3M Toadpool Farm near Staveley, Derbys (SK4377)  
 16/04/2009 XF Svandal, Rabbalshede, Goteburg och Bochus, SWEDEN 

58°39'N 11°28'E 
995 km, 122 days 

   taken by cat 
LB11950 13/04/2009 6F Lodge Moor, Sheffield (SK3086)  
 06/07/2009 XF Hallam Head, Sheffield (SK3086) 0 km, 84 days 
   taken by cat 
 
SONG THRUSH 

 RX52966 11/11/2006 3 Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265)  
 02/03/2007 XF Uddel, Gelderland, NETHERLANDS 

52°16'N 5°47'E 
492 km, 111 days 

RW81756 19/11/2006 3 Rother Valley CP, S Yorks (SK4582)  
 25/01/2007 R Tinsley SF, Sheffield (SK4091) 11km, 67 days 
RW36653 27/03/2007 5 Dungworth, S Yorks (SK2890)  
 20/03/2008 XF Hallas Bridge, Cullingworth, W Yorks (SE0736) 51 km, 359 days 
   hit window 
 
MISTLE THRUSH 

 LB11569 19/03/2009 6M Dronfield, Derbys (SK3578)  
 25/06/2009 XF Dronfield, Derbys 0 km, 98 days 
   road casualty 
 
SEDGE WARBLER 

 V226171 04/08/2006 3J Palterton, Derbys (SK4768)  
 03/05/2008 R Poolsbrook Marsh (SK4473) 6 km, 1 yr 272 days 
V617713 03/06/2007 4F Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265)  
 14/05/2008 R Blackburn Meadows NR, Sheffield (SK4192) 26 km, 346 days 
 
REED WARBLER 

 P002479 13/08/1999 3 Icklesham, Sussex (TQ8815)  
 17/07/2007 R Blackburn Meadows NR, Sheffield (SK4192) 313 km, 7 yrs 338 days 
 24/07/2007 R Blackburn Meadows NR, Sheffield 313 km, 7 yrs 345 days 
N871049 10/06/2000 4M Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265)  
 11/07/2009 R Williamthorpe, Derbys  retrap 9 yrs 31 days  
R982040 05/08/2004 3J Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbys (SK3046)  
 23/07/2008 R Belvide near Brewood, Staffs (SJ8610) 58 km, 3 yrs 353 days 
V131096 22/07/2006 3J Poolsbrook Marsh, Derbys (SK4473)  
 18/07/2009 R Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 8 km, 2 yrs 361 days 
T644475 27/08/2006 3J Pocklington Canal, Humberside (SE7444)  
 24/05/2008 R Blackburn Meadows NR, Sheffield (SK4192) 63 km, 1 yr 271 days 
X084528 21/06/2008 4M Poolsbrook Marsh, Derbys (SK4473)  
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 30/08/2008 R Titchfield Haven, Hants (SU5302) 271 km, 70 days 
   still at Poolsbrook on 23/08/2008 
    
V764372 26/07/2008 3J Poolsbrook Marsh, Derbys (SK4473)  
 05/07/2009 R Blackburn Meadows NR, S Yorks (SK4192) 19 km, 344 days 
V805846 16/08/2008 3J Blackburn Meadows NR, S Yorks (SK4192)  
 04/09/2008 R Marston SF, Grantham, Lincs (SK9042) 70 km, 19 days 
X084684 23/08/2008 3J Poolsbrook Marsh, Derbys (SK4473)  
 17/05/2009 R Blackburn Meadows NR, S Yorks (SK4192) 19 km, 267 days 
X620367 08/08/2009 3J Bolsover, Derbys (SK4572)  
 19/08/2009 R Doe Lea, Derbys (SK4566) 6 km, 11 days 
 
WHITETHROAT 

 V805823 27/07/2008 3J Blackburn Meadows NR, S Yorks (SK4192)  
 22/08/2008 R Titchfield Haven, Hants (SU5302) 290 km, 26 days 
T530422 08/06/2006 4M Tinsley SF, Sheffield, S Yorks (SK4091)  
 26/04/2009 R Blackburn Meadows NR, S Yorks (SK4192) 1 km, 2 yrs 322 days 
 
GARDEN WARBLER 

 N967973 25/07/1999 3J Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265)  
 16/05/2009 R Williamthorpe, Derbys  retrap, 9 yrs 295 days 
   exceeds current BTO longevity record 
 
BLACKCAP 

 2A199049 
ESI 

25/03/2007 5F Delta del Llobregat, Viladecans, Barcelona, SPAIN 
41°18'N 2°1'E 

 

 26/04/2008 R Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbys (SK3046) 1329 km, 1 yr 32 days 
V763511 15/09/2007 3M Blackburn Meadows NR, S Yorks (SK4192)  
 03/07/2008 R Rainton Meadows NR, Tyne & Wear (NZ3248) 156 km, 292 days 
X520430 04/07/2009 3J Rivelin Valley, S Yorks (SK2886)  
 26/07/2009 R Agden, S Yorks (SK2494) 8 km, 22 days 
 
WOOD WARBLER 

 BVT004 09/05/2008 4M Wyming Brook, Sheffield, S Yorks (SK2886)  
 30/06/2009 R Rivelin Dams, Sheffield, S Yorks (SK2786) 1 km, 1 yr 52 days 
 
CHIFFCHAFF 

 APB718 04/10/2003 2 Litlington, Sussex (TQ5201)  
 08/08/2004 R Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 287 km, 309 days 
 22/07/2007 R Williamthorpe, Derbys  287 km, 3 yrs 291 days 
AVP404 21/08/2005 3J Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265)  
 22/03/2009 R Palterton, Derbys (SK4768) 5 km, 3 yrs 213 days 
BRR307 05/08/2007 3J Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265)  
 19/08/2007 R near Nether Langwith, Notts (SK5470) 13 km, 14 days 
 29/05/2008 R Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 298 days 
BRR372 07/08/2007 3J Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670)  
 31/03/2009 XF Carr Vale, Derbys (SK4669) 0 km, 1 yr 236 days 
   road casualty 
BRR987 09/07/2008 3J Palterton, Derbys (SK4768)  
 13/04/2009 R North Anston, S Yorks (SK5284) 18 km, 278 days 
2P9016 31/07/2008 3J Palterton, Derbys (SK4768)  
 03/10/2008 3 Icklesham, Sussex (TQ8815) 289 km, 64 days 
CLA855 12/07/2009 4F Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670)  
 09/08/2009 R Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 5 km, 28 days 
 
WILLOW WARBLER 

 BEA006 23/07/2005 3J Tinsley SF, Sheffield, S Yorks (SK4091)  
 17/05/2009 R Blackburn Meadows NR, S Yorks (SK4192) 1 km, 3 yrs 298 days 
ACV181 19/08/2006 3J Palterton, Derbys (SK4768)  
 03/05/2008 R Poolsbrook Marsh, Staveley, Derbys (SK4473) 6 km, 1 yr 257 days 
AVE402 23/04/2007 4M Landguard Point, Suffolk (TM2831)  
 16/08/2008 R Blackburn Meadows NR, S Yorks (SK4192) 246 km, 1 yr 115 days 
BEA929 05/05/2007 4M Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbys (SK3046)  
 24/02/2008 XF Issia, Côte d’Ivoire, IVORY COAST 

6°29'N 6°35'W 
5191 km, 295 days 

BRR358 07/08/2007 3J Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4669)  
 26/04/2008 R Meols, Wirral, Merseyside (SJ2389) 124 km, 263 days 
 
GOLDCREST 
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CKY067 30/11/2008 3F Bakwell SF, Derbys (SK2465)  
 28/12/2008 XF Matlock. Derbys (SK2861) 5 km, 28 days 
     
 
SPOTTED FLYCATCHER 

 R605848 22/05/2008 4F Barbrook Plantation, Derbys (SK2774)  
 30/08/2009 R Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874) 1 km, 1 yr 100 days 
 
PIED FLYCATCHER 

 N006756 07/06/2000 1 Hathersage, Derbys (SK2382)  
 24/05/2007 B Kentmere Hall Plantn, Kentmere, Cumbria (NY4502) 143 km, 6 yrs 351 days 
R088720 05/06/2004 1 Rivelin Valley, Sheffield (SK2886)  
 04/06/2007 B Coombes Valley NR, Staffs (SK0053) 44 km, 2 yrs 364days 
R606626 06/06/2006 1 North Lees, Derbys (SK2383)  
 21/05/2007 VV Coombes Valley NR, Staffs (SK0053) 38 km, 349 days 
R606634 06/06/2006 1 North Lees, Derbys (SK2383)  
 24/05/2007 B Coombes Valley NR, Staffs (SK0053) 38 km, 352 days 
V130904 06/06/2006 1 Rivelin, Sheffield (SK2886)  
 19/05/2007 B Coombes Valley NR, Staffs (SK0053) 44 km, 347 days 
V227449 09/06/2006 1 Hagg Farm, Derbys (SK1688)  
 08/06/2007 B Priddock Wood, Derbys (SK2086) 5 km, 364 days 
V081897 12/06/2006 1 Priddock Wood, Derbys (SK2086)  
 28/05/2009 R=F Hagg Farm, Derbys (SK1688) 5 km, 2 yrs 350 days 
P577825 01/06/2007 1 North Lees, Derbyshire (SK2383)  
 06/06/2009 B=M The Wrekin, Wellington, Salop (SJ6308) 96 km, 2 yrs 5 days  
V714670 08/06/2008 1 Ellers Wood, Low Snowden, N Yorks (SE1851)  
 31/05/2009 R=F Agden, S Yorks (SK2494) 58 km, 357 days 
 
COAL TIT 

 V980779 21/03/2008 5 Ouzleden, Derbys (SK1590)  
 21/04/2009 XF Poynton, Stockport, Chershire (SJ9283) 24 km, 1 yr 31 days 
X491108 10/11/2008 3 Ouzleden, Derbys (SK1590)  
 28/01/2009 R Ashopton, Derbys (SK1986) 5 km, 79 days 
 
BLUE TIT 

 V317524 28/10/2006 3 Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265)  
 23/12/2007 R Renishaw Park, Derbys (SK4378) 14 km, 1 yr 56 days 
V617326 02/06/2008 1 Agden, S Yorks (SK2494)  
 18/01/2009 R Rivelin Valley, S Yorks (SK2886) 9 km, 230 days 
 
GREAT TIT 

 VT93792 28/05/2006 1 Rivelin Valley, S Yorks (SK2886)  
 17/06/2008 R=M Wyming Brook, S Yorks (SK2786) 1 km, 2 yrs 20 days 
 23/01/2009 R Dronfield, Derbys (SK3578) 10 km, 2 yrs 240 days 
TH18331 29/05/2006 1 Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265)  
 15/05/2009 R Uppertown, Derbys (SK3164) 12 km, 2 yrs 351 days 
TK88609 28/05/2007 1 Hatton Wood, Lincs (TF1674)  
 06/10/2007 R Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbys (SK3046) 90km, 131 days 
 
TREECREEPER 

 CCE905 15/07/2007 3 near Levels Farm, Misson, Notts (SK7197)  
 23/09/2007 R Whitwell Wood, Derbys (SK5277) 28 km, 70 days 
 
MAGPIE 

 EJ81341 29/09/2005 3 Thrybergh CP, S Yorks (SK4795)  
 17/07/2007 +F Alkborough, Humberside (SE8821) 50 km, 1 yrs 291 days 
EK47536 05/04/2007 6F Hurl Field, Sheffield (SK3784)  
 27/03/2009 XF Gleadless, Sheffield (SK3883) 3 km, 1 yr 356 days 
EW21733 23/06/2008 5M Intake, Sheffield (SK3984)  
 26/03/2009 XF Richmond, Sheffield (SK3985) 2km, 276 days 
 
STARLING 

 RR67852 16/10/2004 4F Shirebrook, Hackenthorpe, Sheffield (SK4183)  
 11/09/2009 XF Woodhouse, Sheffield (SK4285) 2km, 4 yrs 339 days 
RP18195 03/12/2006 4F Blackpool, Lancs (SD3335)  
 13/06/2008 R Intake, Sheffield (SK3984) 117 km, 1 yr 193 days 
LB11808 14/07/2008 3JM Palterton, Derbys (SK4768)  
 09/07/2009 X Bolsover, Derbys (SK4770) 2km, 360 days 
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TREE SPARROW 
 TA18723 26/05/2006 1 Old Moor, Barnsley, S Yorks (SE4302)  
 14/04/2007 R Thrybergh CP, Rotherham, S Yorks (SK4795) 9 km, 323 days 
V131295 09/09/2006 3J Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbys (SK3046)  
 30/09/2007 XF Windley, Derbys (SK3045) 2 km, 1 yr 21 days 
X084662 16/08/2008 3J Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbys (SK3046)  
 09/12/2008 R Wanlip Gravel Pits, Leics (SK6011) 48 km, 115 days 
 11/02/2009 R Wanlip Gravel Pits, Leics 48km, 179 days 
 
CHAFFINCH 

 T355204 27/11/2004 3M Renishaw Park, Derbys (SK4378)  
 15/12/2007 R Whitwell Wood, Derbys (SK5278) 9 km, 3 yrs 18 days 
R589677 05/06/2006 6M Barbrook Plantation, Derbys (SK2774)  
 28/01/2007 X Rowland, nr Bakewell, Derbys (SK2172) 6km, 237 days 
R589784 29/06/2006 5M Barbrook Plantation, Derbys (SK2774)  
 20/01/2009 XF Baslow, Derbys (SK2572) 3 km, 2 yrs 214 days 
V317302 29/12/2006 3F Renishaw Park, Derbys (SK4378)  
 31/03/2007 R Doe Lea, Derbys (SK4566) 14 km, 92 days 
V765151 16/10/2007 3M Flimby, Maryport, Cumbria (NY0233)  
 27/09/2008 R Thrybergh Country Park, Rotherham (SK4986) 200 km, 347 days 
V980697 17/02/2008 6M Bakewell SF, Derbys (SK2465)  
 16/10/2008 R Ouzleden, Derbys (SK1590) 26 km, 242 days 
V805254 21/06/2008 3J Ashopton, Derbys (SK1986)  
 14/08/2008 X Bamford, Derbys (SK2083) 4 km, 54 days 
 
BRAMBLING 

 1EN93549 
SVS 

02/10/2007 3M Nidingen, Halland, SWEDEN 
57°18'N 11°54'E 

 

 18/04/2008 R Uppertown, Derbys (SK3164) 967 km, 199 days 
 
GREENFINCH 

 VH47557 23/01/2006 5M near Clayworth, Retford, Notts (SK7187)  
 06/04/2007 R Norton, Sheffield (SK3581) 36 km, 1 yr 73 days 
VH38298 27/12/2006 4F Nr Holdworth, S Yorks (SK2991)  
 07/02/2009 R Lodge Moor, Sheffield (SK3086) 6 km, 2 yrs 42 days 
TH94548 05/10/2007 3F Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 30/03/2008 R Gibraltar Point, Skegness Lincs (TF5558) 128 km, 177 days 
TH94562 07/10/2007 3 Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 29/10/2007 XF Brinsley, Notts (SK4649) 32 km, 22 days 
TK41415 18/10/2007 3M Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 04/01/2008 R Willingham by Stow, Lincs (SK8784) 60 km, 78 days 
TL13060 12/06/2009 3JM Blackburn Meadows, S Yorks (SK4192)  
 18/10/2009 R Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874) 21 km, 128 days 
 
GOLDFINCH 

 R617979 26/12/2005 3M Highworth, Swindon (SU2092)  
 01/04/2007 R Holdworth, Sheffield (SK2991) 201 km, 1 yr 96 days 
V980261 01/01/2008 5F Dronfield, Derbys (SK3578)  
 17/04/2008 R Whashton, N Yorks (NZ1406) 130 km, 107 days 
     
V618660 29/03/2008 5M Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbys (SK3046)  
 23/05/2009 XF Shottle, Belper, Derbys (SK3149) 2 km, 1 yr 55 days 
X084796 28/02/2009 5M Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbys (SK3046)  
 24/04/2009 R Hay Bridge Nature Reserve, Cumbria (SD3387) 170 km, 55 days 
 
SISKIN 

 V130297 08/04/2006 5M Dronfield, Derbys (SK3578)  
 05/03/2007 R Branch End, Stocksfield, Northumberland (NZ0661) 184 km, 331 days 
V130463 12/04/2006 4F Dronfield, Derbys (SK3578)  
 24/11/2007 R Renishaw Park, Derbys (SK4378) 9 km, 1 yr 226 days 
V617211 07/10/2007 4M Agden, S Yorks (SK2494)  
 07/01/2009 R Sutton Weaver, Runcorn, Cheshire (SJ5480) 71 km, 1 yr 92 days 
V617291 04/11/2007 4M Ouzelden, Derbys (SK1590)  
 09/02/2008 R Amberley, Gloucs (SO8501) 192 km, 97 days 
V979030 30/03/2008 6M Lodge Moor, Sheffield (SK3086)  
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 10/07/2008 R Tarbet, Cnoc, Loch Lomond, Strathclyde (NN3205) 374 km, 102 days 
     
V944405 08/09/2008 3F Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 05/04/2009 XF Newport, Gwent (ST3487) 209 km, 209 days 
V944407 08/09/2008 3JM Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 26/05/2009 XF Murieston, Livingstone, Lothian Regn (NT0565) 315 km, 260 days 
V944408 08/09/2008 3F Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 25/04/2009 R Shebster, Highland Regn (ND0165) 602 km, 229 days 
X482891 07/01/2009 6M Berkhamsted, Herts (SP9808)  
 11/06/2009 R Fairholmes, Derwent Valley, Derbys (SK1789) 198 km, 155 days 
 25/06/2009 R Fairholmes, Derwent Valley, Derbys (SK1789) 198 km, 169 days 
X295922 11/02/2009 6M Garboldisham, Norfolk (TM0081)  
 02/04/2009 R Lodge Moor, Sheffield (SK3086)  200 km, 50 days 
X082655 20/02/2009 5M Ringinglow, Sheffield (SK2883)  
 27/04/2009 R Shebster, Highland Regn (ND0165) 595 km, 66 days 
 09/05/2009 R Shebster, Highland Regn (ND0165) 595 km, 78 days 
X491985 04/03/2009 6M Dronfield, Derbys (SK3578)  
 31/03/2009 R The Barracks, Little Livermere, Suffolk (TL8671) 186 km, 27 days 
V979264 15/03/2009 6M Whirlow, Sheffield (SK3182)  
 12/05/2009 X Tayvallich, Lochgilphead, Strathclyde (NR7487) 398 km, 58 days 
 
LESSER REDPOLL 

 V186866 29/10/2006 3 Westwick near Bishop Monkton, N Yorks (SE3466)  
 22/10/2008 R=M Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874) 91 km, 1 yr 359 days 
V359945 21/03/2007 6M Haw Park, Wakefield, W Yorks (SE3615)  
 12/10/2008 R Agden, S Yorks (SK2494) 26 km, 1 yr 205 days 
T625438 05/05/2007 5M Barbrook Plantation, Derbys (SK2774)  
 27/10/2007 R Dinton Pastures, Hurst, Reading (SU7872) 210 km, 175 days 
V796207 08/09/2007 3 Greystoke Forest, Cumbria (NY3933)  
 06/10/2007 R Agden, S Yorks (SK2494) 164 km, 28 days 
V536455 06/10/2007 3 Agden, S Yorks (SK2494)  
 27/10/2007 R Castlemorton Common, Hereford & Worcester (SO7839) 161 km, 21 days 
V806724 07/10/2007 3 Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 30/10/2007 R Sandwich Bay Estate, Kent (TR3657) 301 km, 23 days 
V806777 18/10/2007 3 Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 27/10/2007 R Agden, S Yorks (SK2494) 19 km, 9 days 
V854307 30/08/2008 3F Eshton Tarn, N Yorks (SD9157)  
 20/09/2008 R Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874) 90 km, 21 days 
T665714 12/09/2008 2 Copeland Bird Observatory, Down, N Ireland (IJ5985)  
 28/10/2008 R Tinsley SF, Sheffield, S Yorks (SK4091) 305 km, 46 days 
V944717 13/09/2008 3M Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 30/10/2008 R Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 18 km, 47 days 
V944855 16/09/2008 3 Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 09/10/2008 R Sandwich Bay Estate, Kent (TR3657) 301 km, 23 days 
V944857 16/09/2008 3 Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 27/10/2008 R Sandwich Bay Estate, Kent (TR3657) 301 km, 41 days 
V944875 16/09/2008 3M Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 09/05/2009 R near Budby South Forest, Notts (SK6269) 35 km, 235 days 
V944898 16/09/2008 3 Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 29/10/2008 R=F Papercourt near Send, Surrey (TQ0356) 231 km, 43 days 
V763432 21/09/2008 4M Agden, S Yorks (SK2494)  
 24/09/2008 R Ramsley Reservoir, Derbys (SK2874) 19km, 3 days 
X083046 24/09/2008 3 Ramsley Reservoir, Derbys (SK2874)  
 23/10/2009 R Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 17 km, 1 yr 29 days 
V965513 25/09/2008 3M Greystoke Forest, Cumbria (NY3933)  
 17/10/2008 R Ramsley Reservoir, Derbys (SK2874) 181 km, 22 days 
X083172 27/09/2008 3 Ramsley Reservoir, Derbys (SK2874)  
 15/11/2008 R Straight Mile near Romsey, Hants (SU3922) 252 km, 49 days 
 16/03/2009 R Straight Mile near Romsey, Hants (SU3922) 252 km, 170 days 
V805910 09/10/2008 3 Blackburn Meadows NR, Sheffield (SK4192)  
 17/12/2008 R Belvide, near Brewood, Staffs (SJ8610) 99 km, 69 days 
V764655 11/10/2008 3 Doe Lea, Derbys (SK4566)  
 10/05/2009 R=F near Budby South Forest, Budby, Notts (SK6269) 19 km, 211 days 
X083637 12/10/2008 3M Ramsley Reservoir, Derbys (SK2874)  
 19/10/2008 R Icklesham, Sussex (TQ8815) 305 km, 7 days 
X083717 16/10/2008 3 Ouzleden, Derbys (SK1590)  
 15/03/2009 R Light Oaks, Staffs (SJ9250) 46 km, 150 days 
X083768 17/10/2008 3 Ramsley Reservoir, Derbys (SK2874)  
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 29/03/2009 XF Sutton, Shrewsbury, Salop (SJ5010) 101 km, 163 days 
     
X282076 17/10/2008 3 Ramsley Reservoir, Derbys (SK2874)  
 26/04/2009 R Penrith, Cumbria (NY5130) 174 km, 191 days 
X282115 17/10/2008 3 Ramsley Reservoir, Derbys (SK2874)  
 07/04/2009 XF Aberfeldy, Perth & Kinross (NN8548) 398 km, 172 days 
X282219 18/10/2008 4F Rother Valley CP, S Yorks (SK4582)  
 01/03/2009 R Kelling Village, Norfolk (TG0942) 169 km, 134 days 
X406660 19/10/2008 4F Souter Lighthouse, Tyne & Wear (NZ4163)  
 18/03/2009 R Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 197 km, 150 days 
X282449 24/10/2008 4F Ramsley Reservoir, Derbys (SK2874)  
 29/10/2008 R Straight Mile near Romsey, Hants (SU3922) 252 km, 5 days 
V805970 28/10/2008 3 Tinsley SF, Sheffield, S Yorks (SK4091)  
 24/04/2009 R=M FireTower, Birklands, Warsop, Notts (SK5967) 31 km, 178 days 
V979930 01/11/2008 4M Rivelin Valley, Sheffield (SK2886)  
 02/04/2009 R Meols, Wirral, Merseyside (SJ2389) 104 km, 152 days 
X491138 12/11/2008 3M Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265)  
 02/04/2009 R The Humbers, Telford, Salop (SJ7015) 89 km, 141 days 
 
REED BUNTING 

 T209354 04/06/2005 6M Poolsbrook Marsh, Staveley, Derbys (SK4473)  
 13/02/2006 R Palteron, Derbys (SK4768) 6 km, 254 days 

 
 

Recoveries from the SBRG area taken from the BTO Ri nging Report 2008 

WAXWING 

BV65482 09/01/2006 5F Walkley, Sheffield, S Yorkshire  
 18/02/2008 R Ojanpera, Rovaniemi  (Lappi) FINLAND 2,084 km 
Most BTO- ringed Waxwings recovered from overseas have been found in Norway; this is the eleventh report in 
Finland. 

 

BLACKCAP 

H968344 06/12/1992 3M Sheffield, S Yorkshire  
 07/01/1993 X Torridal. Kristiansand (Vest-Agder) NORWAY 796 km 
 

WILLOW  WARBLER 

BEA929 05/05/2007 4M Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbyshire  
 (24/02/08) +F Issia, Cote d’Ivoire  5,191 km 
 

Age/Sex Codes  

1 = ringed as nestling  

2 = born anytime including present year  

3 = born present year  

4 = born anytime but not present year  

5 = born previous year  

6 = born anytime but not this year or previous year  

7 = born two years before  

8 = hatched three or more years ago.      

F or M = sexed male or female.   

Recovery symbols are as follows: 

R = caught & released, by ringer  

RR = sight record by ringer  

V = caught and released (non ringer)  

VV = sight record (non-ringer)  

X = found dead  

XF = freshly dead  

XL = long dead     

+ = killed by man  

+F = killed by man – fresh  

B = caught and released by ringer – nesting     

S = sick or injured, not known to have been released 
SR = sick or injured, released with ring  

// = finding circumstances unknown  

 
David Williams
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Lesser Redpoll Migration through Ramsley Moor 
during September 2008 and 2009 

 
A ringing project to monitor the passage of Meadow Pipits at Ramsley Pools 
has been carried out since 2006, with a more complete coverage taking place 
from 2007. The site lies in grid square SK2874 at 290m aMsl on rather boggy 
moorland dotted with birch and willow.  Mist nets were erected each time 
along the same net run with a tape used to attract Meadow Pipits (see image 
below). In addition two further nets were also erected alongside the ringing 
base to monitor incidental species present at this upland site. Ringing took 
place whenever the weather was dry and the wind speed forecast was low 
since the site is exposed, with ringing therefore less effective during windy 
weather. 
 

 
Meadow Pipit mist net triangle on Ramsley Moor 
 
Twenty one ringing occasions took place between 29th August 2008 and 3rd 
November 2008. Lesser Redpolls appeared on the ringing sheet on all but two 
of these occasions and it soon became clear that the autumn of 2008 was to 
see an exceptional passage of this species here. From August 29th until 13th 
September the totals of Lesser Redpolls ringed were small, from two to 13 
birds, with the two blank sessions. The Lesser Redpolls and Siskins at this 
time were feeding on the abundant Birch seeds. Breeding adults and young 
birds in juvenile plumage were the norm. An adult female R589747 had been 
ringed at Barbrook on the 23rd June 2006 breeding and was amongst birds 
processed on the 29th August 2008. The number of Lesser Redpolls at 
Ramsley increased considerably on 16th September with a flock of about 480 
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present, of which 189 were ringed. All but five of these were juvenile birds, 
with no retraps: there had clearly been an influx of Redpolls from elsewhere. 
A clue to their movement came on 20th September with Lesser Redpoll 
V854307 being controlled. It was first ringed on 30th August 2008 at Eshton 
Tarn, North Yorkshire. A second Lesser Redpoll V763432 was controlled on 
24th September having been ringed at Agden, South Yorkshire three days 
previously. A total of 152 redpolls were ringed on this date, bringing the total 
ringed so far to 553 birds; 93% of which were juvenile and none of them was 
caught twice. As the flock was routinely estimated to be from 200 to 500 birds 
then migration was clearly underway. The same pattern continued, with 212 
birds ringed on 27th September, and again none were retrapped. 
 
A change came on 8th October when the composition of the birds processed 
showed a distinct difference. The Lesser Redpolls processed contained 
individuals with longer wings and amongst them were two Common Redpolls. 
Some weights were low which indicated the recent arrival of birds from further 
afield. I will forever remember the events of 17th October.  Our activities 
continued as usual until 09.40 when a dense flock of redpolls flew low over 
the moor into bushes where we had a single mist net. During the morning we 
ringed a further 360 Lesser Redpolls and a single Common Redpoll. Again, 
there were no retraps, but one control V965513, had been ringed at 
Greystoke Forest, Cumbria on 25th September 2008. Another Lesser Redpoll 
had been ringed at Ramsley in 2007 showing possible repeat migration. A 
summary of totals for the period is given in the table overleaf. 
 

 
       Ringing Redpoll on Ramsley Moor 

 
 



 

21 
 

 
 

Date August  September  October  November  
1  - - - 
2  - - - 
3  - - 1 
4  - -  
5  - -  
6  - -  
7  - -  
8  0 102  
9  - 106  

10  2 -  
11  - -  
12  13 41  
13  5 -  
14  - -  
15  - 3  
16  179 -  
17  - 360  
18  52 -  
19  - -  
20  145 -  
21  - -  
22  - 135  
23  - -  
24  129 74  
25  - -  
26  42 -  
27  212 -  
28  - -  
29 6 - -  
30 - - -  
31 0 - 11  

 
Fig. 1: Lesser Redpolls processed at Ramsley in 2008. Shaded areas fall outside the study 
period. 
 
A remarkable 1619 Lesser Redpolls were ringed in the migration period here. 
The almost complete lack of birds caught twice indicated a rapid movement 
with much larger numbers involved. I estimated that only 5% of Lesser 
Redpolls present were ringed, suggesting that over 32,000 may have passed 
through the site. This is surely an unprecedented number at a small area of 
moorland. 
 
As would be expected from a large number of individual birds ringed several 
were controlled, all by other ringers. Recoveries continue to appear. There 
have been five recoveries from the south coast after ringing. Two recoveries 
the following spring from Perth and Cumbria may again show the breeding 
localities of birds on passage. There have been no foreign recoveries yet, but 
the list below shows the ability of this small finch to surprise us with its 
migration through upland Derbyshire. 
 
Recoveries of birds processed at Ramsley during this reported period are 
below:  
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R589747 adult female ringed Barbrook 23/06/06 retrapped 04/06/08 controlled Ramsley 
29/08/08 1km E 2yrs. 67 days. 
V965513 juv. male ringed Eshton Tarn N. Yorks. Controlled Ramsley 20/09/08, 89km SSE 21 
days. 
V763432 adult male ringed Agden, S. Yorks. Controlled Ramsley 24/09/08, 19km S 3 days. 
V965513 juv. male ringed Greystoke Forest Cumbria. Controlled Ramsley 17/10/08, 181km 
SSE 22 days. 
V186866 juv. Female ringed Westwick, N. Yorks. Controlled Ramsley 22/10/08, 91km S 
1yr.359 days. 
V944717 juv. male ringed Ramsley 13/09/08 Ramsley. Controlled Williamthorpe, Derbys. 
30/10/08 17km ESE 47 days . 
V944855 juv. ringed Ramsley 16/09/08. Controlled Sandwich Bay, Kent 09/10/08 300km SE 
23days. 
V944857 juv. ringed Ramsley 16/09/08. Controlled Sandwich Bay, Kent 27/10/08 300kmSE 
41days. 
V965513 juv.male ringed Ramsley 16/09/08. Controlled Papercourt, Surrey 29/10/08 230km 
SSE 43days. 
X083172 juv. ringed Ramsley 27/09/08. Controlled Romsey, Hamps. 15/11/08 & 16/03/09 
252km S 49 & 170days.This individual wintered at this locality. 
X083637 juv male ringed Ramsley 12/10/08. Controlled Icklesham East Sussex 19/10/08 
304km SSE 7days. 
X083768 juv. ringed Ramsley 17/10/08. Controlled Shrewsbury Shropsshire 29/03/09 101km 
163days. 
X282115 juv. ringed Ramsley 17/10/08. Controlled Aberfeldy ,Perth 07/04/09 398km NNW 
172days. 
X282076 juv.ringed Ramsley 17/10/08. Controlled Penrith, Cumbria 26/04/09 174km NNW 
191days. 
X282449 adult female Ramsley 24/10/08. Controlled Romsey, Hamps. 29/10/08 252km S 
5days. 
 
*controlled means caught and released by another ringer 
 
Update September and October 2009 
 
Ringing at Ramsley has become a regular feature at this upland moorland site 
with its boggy terrain, birch and willow scrub. 2008 proved to be an 
exceptional year for Lesser Redpoll passage, but the main study focus has 
always been Meadow Pipit passage across the moor. 
 
2009 started as previous years with locally breeding Meadow Pipits ringed 
followed as September progressed with more Meadow Pipits from further 
afield passing through the site. The ability to respond as ringers to this 
passage improves from year to year. Sites at Agden and Ramsley have now 
been joined by additional sites at Stanage, Ringinglow and Fox House (see 
Fig. 2 below). Plans are also in place to extend this coverage south along the 
moorland fringe towards Matlock during 2010. 
 
On suitable calm days in September the number of Meadow Pipits ringed 
could provide a study sample large enough to investigate further their moult 
patterns and migration routes through to their possible wintering areas in 
Spain and North Africa. Visible migration is counted on the moor with large 
numbers recorded passing through. However, little is still known about their 
movement with regard to changes in habitat and altitude. 
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2009 began with the same methodology as previous years. A triangle of mist 
nets set for Meadow Pipits and two other mist nets set for incidental species. 
Sound systems were used for the target species Meadow Pipit and Redpoll. 
Despite an uncertain start, Meadow Pipits were processed from the 6th 

September (30) with regular catches up until the 5th October. From this final 
date only a small number of individuals were ringed. In all, 493 Meadow Pipits 
were processed during 27 ringing occasions in September/October 2009. 
 
  

Meadow Pipit catches, Autumn 2009  

Date Agden  

High 
Hazels 
Park, 

Darnall  

Ramsley 
Reservoir  Ringinglow  Stanage  

05/09/2009 4     

06/09/2009   30   

09/09/2009   76 7  

10/09/2009   29   

11/09/2009   67   

12/09/2009   59   

13/09/2009 3  30   

17/09/2009   34   

18/09/2009   11 3  

19/09/2009 66  50 7 67 

20/09/2009 58 22 44   

24/09/2009   8   

26/09/2009 14 6 28  14 

27/09/2009   11   

01/10/2009   20   

02/10/2009   9   

04/10/2009   4   

08/10/2009   19   

09/10/2009   1   

11/10/2009   4   

12/10/2009   1   

13/10/2009   6   

14/10/2009   3   

17/10/2009   2   
 
Fig. 2: Meadow Pipit totals from multi-site ringing across the Peak District and Sheffield area, 
Autumn 2009 
  
Ringing is only effective during calm conditions, so the high number of ringing 
occasions during 2009 reflect the number of calm dry days that prevailed 
during this study period. Mid-September provided the optimum dates for 
Meadow Pipit passage through this part of Derbyshire in 2009. This compared 
favourably with our previous calculations in 2004. 
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Lesser Redpolls featured again, but were in much reduced numbers in 2009. 
A total of 223 were ringed with numbers increasing from the 1st October (48). 
The biggest difference on the moor during 2009 was the abundant Rowan 
tree berries attracting a mix of finches and thrushes, mainly Greenfinch and 
Redwing. The 46 Redwing ringed from the 14th October were a tiny sample of 
the thousands present feeding on the Rowan trees growing on the moor. 
Greenfinches ringed too had their beaks encrusted with berry pulp often 
resulting in an upper mandible double in size. 
 
Greenfinches began to feature in small numbers from the 20th September. By 
the 11th October the numbers increased markedly, with 110 Greenfinch 
processed on the 12th October and 110 again processed on the 13th October.  
By the 22nd October a total of 536 had been processed with just 3.5% 
retrapped. A single control referred to a young Greenfinch ringed earlier in the 
year at our inner city site at Blackburn Meadows on 12th June. It is reasonable 
to suggest that other finches too had moved from urban areas onto the 
moorland fringe to feed on the plentiful berry crop. 
 
Additional species ringed at Ramsley always provides a bonus for those 
ringers out on the moor. During 2009 these included Spotted Flycatcher, 5 
Tree Pipit, 48 Chiffchaff, 2 Sparrowhawk,  2 Willow Tits  ( new for the site ), 43 
Reed Bunting, 3 Grasshopper Warbler, 2 Stonechat, 4 Great Spotted 
Woodpecker, 2 Nuthatch (new) ,Yellowhammer, Linnet and Siskin. Bird of the 
season was an adult male Crossbill (see report front cover) ringed on the 12th 
October, with a total of 32 species ringed in 2009 at this marginal moorland 
site. 
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Nightjars 
 

For the second time in late June and early July, a number of SBRG members 
visited Andy Lowe and Ann Ward from neighbouring Birklands Ringing Group 
to learn how to catch and ring Nightjar - something that they specialise in and 
are very successful at. After meeting Andy and Ann, we made our way to the 
Edwinstowe area of Sherwood Forest where a couple of nests were ready for 
checking. The nests were very minimalist and difficult to spot even when 
shown them, but our hosts located them with unbelievable ease! 
 

 
Nightjar pullus in ‘nest’ 
 
The first nest had previously contained 2 pulli, but only one was to be found 
(as Nightjar pulli are quite mobile from a few days old) and I was fortunate at 
long last to ring my first Nightjar - a great experience. The second nest again 
had one pullus which was ringed by another SBRG group member. 
 
Afterwards we separated into two small groups and each erected a 40 foot net 
in a suitable position. Within seconds, without any tape lures used, we had 3 
Nightjars flying over our net. We then had a wonderful opportunity to see and 
hear these amazing birds at close quarters. The birds flew all around us, but 
we did not manage to catch and ring any adult birds on this occasion. 
 
At around 11pm we decided to head for home. Although we hadn't managed 
to catch any adults it was an invaluable experience and we all agreed that we 
had learnt a great deal about how to go about catching Nightjars in our own 
area. Many thanks to Andy and Ann who were so willing to share their 
knowledge and expertise with us. 
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Ringing Nightjar pullus 
�
�

�
Nightjar pullus  
�
David Atkinson�
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An update on the Seine Estuary Ringing Camp, 2009  
�
The Seine Estuary ringing camp runs for the whole of the month of August. 
During the 2008 camp, three members of our group attended, and based on 
their experiences, Kate and I decided to go this year. I thought that I would 
provide an update on what happened this year and, hopefully, encourage 
other members of the group to attend in 2010. For anyone who has never 
ringed abroad it is a good place to start as it is relatively close and easy to get 
to, not expensive and has a good variety of reed bed species to tackle. 
 

 
      Savi's Warbler 

 
The main target species of the project is to ring Aquatic Warblers, as part of 
the international effort on this threatened species. During the 2008 camp a 
small number of this species were fitted with tiny transmitters so that they 
could be tracked around the marsh. The findings of this research identified the 
areas where the birds were most regularly moving and feeding and this 
enabled the effort this year to be concentrated in specific areas so that 
hopefully greater numbers of the species would be caught. The number 
ringed in 2009 was a record 106 birds! Two of these birds were also 
controlled further west in France, one at Audiernes bay in Brittany and one at 
Mont St. Michel bay in Normandy, shortly after being ringed at the Seine site. 
The pictures below show an adult and juvenile bird. Note that the adult has 
streaked flanks and breast whereas the juvenile bird does not. 
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Adult Aquatic Warbler with streaking on the breast and flanks 
 

 
Juvenile Aquatic Warbler with a clean breast and flanks 
 
The numbers of other species were impressive; 2020 Sedge Warblers, 1530 
Reed Warblers, 339 Bearded Tits, 317 Bluethroats, 154 Savi's Warblers , 181 
Cetti's Warblers as well as smaller numbers of Swallows, Sand Martins and 
Yellow Wagtails. 
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 Cetti’s Warbler 
 
Apart from the good numbers of species only encountered as rarities in the 
UK, there was the fun of sorting out the Marsh Warblers from the Reed 
Warblers although I suppose that having ringed several thousand Marsh 
Warblers in Africa I had a bit of an advantage. The photograph below 
illustrates the stubby bill of the Marsh Warbler. There were 30 controls, 
including birds ringed in the UK, Holland, Norway, Belgium and Spain as well 
as a number of French ringed birds. 
 

 
  Close up of a Marsh Warbler showing the thicker 'stubby' bill 
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There were the odd surprise birds too, a Baillon's Crake being the most 
unusual and a new species for Pascal the head of the operation, and a 
Melodious Warbler also turned up. 
 

 
Baillon’s Crake 
 
I would encourage anyone to get over in 2010 as it is a great site to visit, and 
the people are really friendly and great to work with! 
 
Ray Knock�
�

�

    

�
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Bird Ringing at Tankersley: a new site 
�
Introduction 
The ringing site at Tankersley is a small patch of natural grassland and scrub, 
within the grounds of some stables.  The unspoilt habitat is ideal for wildlife, 
with thick established hedgerows, patches of nettles, brambles and long 
grass.  Being situated in the middle of arable farmland, it is an area certain to 
attract wild birds and is a perfect area to carry out a bird ringing study.  This 
has been possible thanks to the kind cooperation of the stable owner, Tim 
Hitchman, which is very much appreciated. 
 

 
Goldfinch 
 
Initial results of ringing in 2009 
 
The site has been ringed at regular intervals since April 2009, to see how 
many species are on the site and in what numbers they are present.  After 
removing in-year retraps, 259 birds were ringed.  In common with other sites, 
the numbers of juveniles ringed were much higher than those of the adults.  
The results are shown in the table below. 
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Species  Adult  Juvenile  Total  

Blackbird 7 7 14 
Blackcap   1 1 
Blue Tit 3 17 20 
Bullfinch 2 9 11 
Chaffinch 3 3 6 
Chiffchaff 1 7 8 
Coal Tit   1 1 
Dunnock 5 9 14 
Garden Warbler   1 1 
Goldfinch 2 16 18 
Greenfinch 3 65 68 
Great Tit 4 7 11 
Lesser Whitethroat 4 1 5 
Little Owl   1 1 
Long-tailed Tit   1 1 
Redwing 3 3 6 
Reed Bunting   1 1 
Robin 6 11 17 
Song Thrush 3 3 6 
Whitethroat   1 1 
Willow Tit 1 1 2 
Willow Warbler 12 16 28 
Wren   2 2 
Yellowhammer 7 9 16 
Grand Total 66 193 259 

�
      Table 1: Initial observations from the data 

 
 

1. Six species of warblers were ringed and all possibly nested on the site.  
These were Blackcap, Garden Warbler, Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff, 
Whitethroat and Lesser Whitethroat.  The least common of these is 
Lesser Whitethroat and 5 of these birds were ringed on the site. 

 
2. The most common bird ringed was Greenfinch with 68 birds ringed.  

Greenfinches seem to have had a good breeding season as 65 of the 
birds were juveniles. 

 
3. It has been a good breeding season for birds in general.  193 of the 

259 birds ringed (75%) were born this year. 
 

4. The site is very good for Yellowhammers, with 16 birds ringed.  
Yellowhammers are a farmland bird that are declining in numbers and 
monitoring their survival is very important. 
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       Yellowhammer 
 

5. The area is good for owls, with Barn Owls and Tawny Owls present in 
the area.  A surprise bird, however, was a young Little Owl ringed in 
October. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Little Owl 
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Ringing Tankersley in 2010 
 
The site will be ringed on a more regular basis, every two weeks in the 
breeding season from April to September, and once a month in the autumn 
and winter to build up a baseline picture of birds in the area.  This is with a 
view to running a Constant Effort Site (CES) which will allow population 
fluctuations to be monitored.  
 
Authors: Kevin Bower and Sean Ashton 
 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
 

  Goshawk 

 
 
Ringing Kestrel chicks in 2009 
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CES at Blackburn Meadows Nature Reserve: a project 
well worth doing 

 
Introduction 
 
Blackburn Meadows Nature Reserve (BMNR) sits between Rotherham and 
Sheffield, in a built up area a stone’s throw from the M1.  The small nature 
reserve and the adjoining wild areas of Tinsley Sewage Farm form a natural 
oasis in the middle of industrial estates, housing and the nearby Meadowhall 
Shopping Centre.  As such, the site attracts a large number of birds, both 
resident species and summer visitors and is an ideal place for a Constant 
Effort Site (CES). 
 
The site is ringed all year round, but for the last 3 years a CES has been 
operated there.  A CES study looks at two things in particular: 
 

·  The abundance and survival rates of adult birds, by re-trapping birds 
ringed in previous years 

 
·  The breeding success of a species for that particular season, assessed 

by the number of juveniles and the ratio of young to adult birds 
 
CES is carried out at over 100 sites throughout the UK, two of which are run 
by our ringing group, the other being at Williamthorpe Nature Reserve in 
Derbyshire.  Between May and September, over 12 sessions, ringers put up 
nets in the same places for the same amount of time, thus ensuring that 
ringing conditions are standardised and enabling population trends to be 
calculated.   
 
National trends are published by the BTO, but now that a CES has been 
carried out at Blackburn Meadows for 3 years, we are able to work out some 
local trends.  The site is particularly rich for warbler species, with 9 species 
being ringed regularly during the CES.  For this article, we have looked at how 
this genus has fared over the last 3 years, and also how our general data 
compares with the preliminary 2009 data published by the BTO. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Sedge Warbler 
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Species and numbers  
 
Table 1 below shows the number of species and birds ringed over the 3 year 
period.  The table also shows the number of adult birds and the number of 
juveniles of each species.  Altogether, 1274 birds of 28 different species were 
caught and processed, although removing in-year retraps sets the number a 
little lower at 1095.  A further 21 birds which were not aged have been 
excluded from the data, giving a total of 1074 birds ringed in 3 years. 
 
 

 2007 2008 2009 
Species Adult  Juvenile  Adult  Juvenile  Adult  Juvenile  

Blackbird 7 4 14 4 4 7 
Blackcap 12 9 6 2 6 26 
Blue Tit 8 10 5 7 3 14 
Bullfinch 7 5 11 1 13 5 
Chaffinch 1 1 1  2 1 
Chiffchaff 7 11 7 20 8 39 
Dunnock 5 3 9 4 9 18 
Garden warbler 7 5 5 1 4 3 
Goldfinch 10 3 11 1 5 5 
Grasshopper Warbler   1  2  
Greenfinch 5 2 7 12 11 23 
Great Tit 10 4 5 2 3 7 
Kingfisher  2  3 1 3 
Lesser Whitethroat 4 4 3 6 7 8 
Long-tailed Tit 5 3 7 4 2 26 
Pied Flycatcher      1 
Reed Bunting 14  7  6 6 
Reed Warbler 26 7 31 9 34 24 
Robin 3 6 8 10 4 11 
Sedge Warbler 9 4 12 13 12 12 
Song Thrush 5  2  1 4 
Sparrowhawk 1      
Swallow      1 
Swift     3  
Whitethroat 11 14 10 9 14 29 
Willow Tit      1 
Willow Warbler 18 13 16 10 13 17 
Wren 4 4 4 7 3 13 
Grand Total 179 114 182 125 170 304 

 
Table 1 

 
What is immediately apparent from the data is that 2009 was a much better 
breeding season than the previous 2 years.  In 2007 and 2008, the number of 
adult birds caught was significantly higher than the number of juveniles.  In 
2009, although the number of adults was roughly the same as the previous 2 
years, the number of juveniles caught was much higher (see figure 1 below). 
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Number of birds caught: Adults vs. Juveniles
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          Figure 1: Adult vs juvenile numbers 
 

 
  2009 vs. 2008 

Species Adult Abundance Juvenile Abundance 
Blackbird down up 
Blackcap no change up 
Blue Tit down up 
Bullfinch up up 
Chaffinch up  
Chiffchaff up up 
Dunnock no change up 
Garden warbler down up 
Goldfinch down up 
Grasshopper Warbler up  
Greenfinch up up 
Great Tit down up 
Kingfisher  no change 
Lesser Whitethroat up up 
Long-tailed Tit down up 
Pied Flycatcher   
Reed Bunting down  
Reed Warbler up up 
Robin down up 
Sedge Warbler no change down 
Song Thrush down  
Sparrowhawk   
Swallow   
Swift   
Whitethroat up up 
Willow Tit   
Willow Warbler down up 
Wren down up 
Grand Total  up 

 
Table 2: Adult and Juvenile abundance – 2009 vs. 20 08 
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Table 2 above shows whether or not a species numbers were up or down in 
2009 compared to the previous year.  Percentage changes have not been 
given due to the small numbers involved.  For more than half the species, the 
numbers of adult birds caught this year were less than in 2008.  This might be 
expected after 2 years of poor breeding success.  In sharp contrast, all but 
one of the species ringed had more juveniles caught this year than last. 
 
Care should be taken when comparing the BMNR data to national data, due 
to the small samples sizes mentioned previously.  However a few points of 
note are highlighted below; only species with more than 10 adults caught in 
each year have been considered.   
 

·  Reed Warbler, the most numerous bird ringed at BMNR in the last 2 
years (98 in total) bucked the national trend somewhat in that more 
adults were caught this year than last.  Nationally, the bird had its 
lowest ever adult numbers. 

 

 
Reed Warbler – a good year at Blackburn Meadows 
 

·  Sedge Warbler showed increases nationally, both in the numbers of 
adults and juveniles.  This was contrary to our experience, with the 
number of adults remaining static and a slight reduction in numbers of 
juveniles this year. 

 
·  Willow Warbler juvenile numbers were down nationally, but up at 

BMNR. 



 

39 
 

Warbler Trends 
Three year trends for some of the warbler species ringed in the CES are 
presented below.  Again, only the species where reasonable numbers of 
adults have been caught in all 3 years have been used in the analysis. 
 

Numbers of Lesser Whitethroat caught at 
BMNR CES, 2007-09

0

2

4

6

8

10

2007 2008 2009

N
um

be
r 

of
 b

ird
s

Adult

Juvenile

 
 
Figure 2 – Lesser Whitethroat numbers show an increasing trend.  Blackburn Meadows is a 
good site for this often overlooked species. 
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Figure 3 – The improved breeding season in 2009 is clearly demonstrated by the high number 
of juvenile Whitethroat ringed. 
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Numbers of Reed Warbler caught at BMNR CES, 
2007-09
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Figure 4 – Although the numbers of adult birds are down nationally, good numbers of adults 
continue to be caught at Blackburn Meadows. 
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Figure 5 – Willow Warbler numbers have not shown dramatic changes over the 3 year period.  
The trends for adults and juveniles differ from the national data. 
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Preliminary CES trends 2008-09 
http://www.bto.org/ringing/ringinfo/ces/2009_preliminary_results.pdf 
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Cetti’s Warbler: 

A ringing first for the SBRG area 
 
It was back in April 1981 when I stumbled on Blackburn Meadows or Tinsley 
SF as it was known as in those days. As a young 15 year old, I was shown 
around the area by Clive MacKay. He told me that back in 1974, while he was 
bird watching there, he discovered Sheffield’s first Marsh Warbler, and that he 
wouldn’t be surprised if one day, someone would find Sheffield’s first Cetti’s or 
Savi’s Warbler.  
 
Unfortunately this was not to be.  28 years later, on the 1st of November 2009, 
a Cetti’s Warbler was found at Pit House West, some 3 miles south of 
Blackburn Meadows along the River Rother. Within days of this bird being 
located, other  Cetti’s had been found at Carr Vale Nature Reserve, Bole Hill 
Flash and Worsbrough Reservoir, all with in a 15 mile radius of Blackburn 
Meadows. 
 
Saturday the 7th of November 2009 is a day that I will never forget. Steve 
Samworth, Bryn Roberts, Clemens Kuepper, Helen Carter and I were carrying 
out a routine ringing session on the reserve.  Cetti’s in their nature tend to let 
you know when they are around.  Because of the number of birds found 
locally, I knew there was a chance that one could be on the reserve and I half 
expected to hear one while erecting the nets.  This didn’t happen and 
because of this I didn’t put Cetti’s on my mp3 players, and my hopes of 
ringing one on this day were reduced. 
 
As the morning went on, catches of Reed Buntings, Redwing and Lesser 
Redpoll kept us busy. Thanks to Clemens we had a good supply of chocolate 
digestives to keep our energy levels up between rounds. It was on one of 
these rounds by Bryn, Helen and I that the morning was going to pick up. As 
we came over the bank, Martin Garner a local birdwatcher and member of the 
BOURC was actively checking the area out for Cetti’s.  He told me that 60% 
of dispersing Cetti’s Warblers are females, and that they wouldn’t sing when 
disturbed. I thanked him for this information. Bryn and Helen went to check 
one net as I checked another.  
 
On returning I decided to change my mp3 player from Water Rail, which 
hadn’t been successful, to Cetti’s Warbler on Martin’s advice.  By this time, 
Bryn and Helen had returned to the cars. As I approached the net I looked 
along the length and saw a warbler-like bird.  I put the mp3 player down then 
headed for the expected Chiffchaff.  Believe it or not Cetti’s Warbler was the 
last thing on my mind, and on seeing the eye stripe for some strange reason 
Paddyfield Warbler was my first thought!  It was only as I was freeing its wings 
that I realised its true identity. 
 
On processing it, we aged it as a 3 on its tongue spots (Svennson) and the 
contrast between the primary and greater coverts (Birds of Aragon).  It was 
sexed as a female, having a wing of only 56mm, and its weight 11.4g 
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Cetti’s Warbler (above and below) 

 

 
 
Kevin Bower 
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Brookfield Manor, Hathersage, Nest Box Results 2009  
 

 
 
Pied Flycatcher 
 
There are now 42 nest boxes in position, none of which are open fronted. 23 
boxes were empty or had nest bases which did not amount to anything. 
 
Of the 19 boxes used, one was put in position by St Michael’s School, 
Hathersage. Blue Tit used ten boxes, Great Tit used six boxes, Nuthatch one 
box and Pied Flycatcher used two. 
 
The boxes used were spread evenly throughout the grounds with a slight bias 
in favour of the more natural woodland on the higher ground. 
 
Over the 25 years since the introduction of nest boxes to the site, boxes 12 
and 15 have been used on 21 occasions. Box 15 has been used continuously 
for the last 11 years. 
 
Boxes 33 and 37 have been used on 19 occasions, but neither was used in 
2009. 
 
The worst used boxes are still numbers 29 and 42, with box 43 not having 
been used since 1994. 
 
Adult tit species were not disturbed when sitting except for one Great Tit 
which was ringed after having sat on eggs for 5 weeks – they proved to be 
infertile on our 6th visit. 
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Blue Tits nested in 10 boxes and one failed at pulli stage. 80 eggs were laid, 
71 hatched and 51 fledged and flew. 
 
Great Tits nested in 6 boxes and 2 failed at egg stage. 43 eggs were laid, 28 
hatched and all fledged and flew. 
 
Pied Flycatcher laid 15 eggs, 13 hatched and 6 fledged and flew. 
 
Nuthatch was successful with 7 young birds fledged from 7 eggs laid. 
 
The total number of pulli of all species was 119 and 98 fledged, giving a 
success rate of 70.4% 
 
The 2009 success rate is the best since 2006 which was 80.2% 
 

Number  Blue Tit  Great Tit  Pied 
Flycatcher 

Nuthatch  Total  

Nests 10 6 2 1 19 
Eggs Laid 80 43 15 7 145 

Average Clutch 8 7.16 7.5 7 7.63 
Pulli 71 28 13 7 119 

Ringed 61 28 10 7 106 
Fledged 57 28 6 7 98 

Success Rate  71.3% 65% 40% 100% 68% 
 

 
 

Blue Tit  Great Tit  Pied 
Flycatcher 

Nuthatch  Total  

Adult - 1 - - 1 
Pulli 61 28 10 7 106 

Fledged 57 28 6 7 98 
Total  61 29 10 7 107 

 
 
 
 

  
 
Brian Smithson 
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Bondhay Common and Whitwell Wood, 2009 
 

Early in the New Year of 2009, Stuart and I (or was that really just me?) set a 
target of processing 1000 birds in the year. By the end of 2009 we had 
processed 1079 birds of 42 species in Bondhay, Whitwell and Barlborough. 
864 of these birds were newly ringed. In context, this compares to 698 birds of 
35 species processed in 2008. 
 
Our ringing sites comprise contrasting habitat: Whitwell Wood, established 
400 acre woodland with a largely deciduous broadleaf composition and some 
conifer mix, sitting alongside Bondhay Common: former farmland reverted to 
semi-natural grassland/scrub, adjacent to the golf course at Bondhay. The 
wood supports a breeding population of Marsh Tit while Bondhay’s habitat 
attracts at least two further red listed species: Grasshopper Warbler and 
Linnet, along with substantial numbers of Common Whitethroat. 
 

     
Bondhay Golf Club and adjacent ‘Common’ seen to the North West (uppermost top left) edge 
of Whitwell Wood, with woodland rides clearly visible (left). Bondhay ‘Common’ comprises of 
former farmland dotted with hawthorn and is bounded by both food-rich overgrown hedgerows 
on three sides and by the NW perimeter of the wood (right). Aerial image used courtesy of 
Google Earth. 
 
Bondhay Common is a species-rich site with winter migrants and summer 
breeding visitors, including nine species of warbler, all favouring its habitat. 
Common Whitethroat were caught in good numbers in 2009: 76 birds in total, 
including 2 birds ringed in 2007 and 2 from 2008. This compares with 38 birds 
in 2008; 35 new birds and 3 birds ringed in 2007. In 2007, 44 birds were 
caught, all of which were new. Five Lesser Whitethroat were caught in 2009 
along with 48 Blackcap, 33 Willow Warbler and 31 Chiffchaff. Five finch 
species were caught. Amongst these, the red listed species Linnet was 
caught in good numbers: 69 birds, mostly juveniles. These were caught 
mainly from the late summer mixed finch flock that foraged on the Common in 
numbers of up to 100 birds. Bondhay is proving an important site for this 
farmland species in NE Derbyshire. 
 
The BTO celebrated the national ringing scheme’s 100th year of operation in 
2009. The first chick ever ringed in the scheme back on 8th May 1909 was a 
Lapwing. By happy coincidence, I ringed my first ever Lapwing chick in the 
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BTO centenary year. Ringed on the 9th May 2009: 100 years and one day 
later. 
 

 
Lapwing nest            Lapwing ringed near Whitwell Wood, May 09 
 
On April 12th at Bondhay an early Grasshopper Warbler’s reeling song 
heralded the start of what was to be a great season for the species. A week 
later, numbers had grown to three males reeling. On 10th May three new 
Grasshopper Warblers were caught, one sexed as a female judging by its 
developing brood patch. By the end of May a total of five new Grasshopper 
Warblers had been caught, with a suspected seven males reeling in total. The 
captures already equalled the 2008 total. The final 2009 total of seventeen is 
a remarkable one, given the catching area is a field measuring no more than 2 
acres in size. 
 

 
     
      17 Grasshopper Warblers were caught in 2009 at Bondhay, 15 of which were new birds 

 
 



 

47 
 

  
Tree Pipit caught at Bondhay, late August 2009 (left) and Common Buzzard chicks ringed in 
Whitwell Wood, June 2009 (right) 
 
Another bird of conservation concern and new to the published red list of bird 
species in 2009 is the Tree Pipit. In late August this year we caught a Tree 
Pipit on the Common, adding another species to the site total. Two Buzzard 
chicks were ringed from one of the wood’s nests in June and a late Tawny 
Owl chick was ringed at the beginning of the same month. 

 

 
     Male Sparrowhawk at Bondhay, Dec 2009 

 
In December Sparrowhawk and Fieldfare were caught on the Common, and 
then at the year end, Redwing and Jay were caught at the hide feeding station 
in the wood. 
 

  
Fieldfare (left) and Redwing (right), Dec 2009 
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Twelve species of pulli were ringed in 2009 (see Table 1). Pulli numbers 
totalled 183 birds. A brood of five Pied Wagtail chicks was ringed near the end 
of June at the driving range at Bondhay. Mistle Thrush and Song Thrush 
chicks were ringed also in the spring and a total of 10 Blackbird nests were 
monitored and 31 pulli ringed. The first Swallow pulli were ringed at the driving 
range on the last day of May 2009; a typical size brood of five chicks. An even 
earlier brood of three had already fledged at the end of May. Swallows chicks 
ringed total 60. Broods were ringed in Whitwell village, in addition to the 
majority which thrived at Bondhay driving range, where the last two broods of 
the year were ringed on 19th August. In total, three second broods were 
successful at Bondhay in August and were of reasonable clutch size; 4, 4 and 
5 respectively, despite tremendous rainfall in July. 
 
In the wood, tit broods were generally higher in size than in the previous two 
years; broods of 9 Coal Tit and 13 Blue Tit being some of the highest.  
However many of the boxes were unoccupied, probably due to the low 
number of first year breeders, their own survival rates having been affected by 
the appalling weather of the 2008 summer. The low box occupancy rate in 
2009 did give rise to large broods and also offered the chance for smaller tits 
such as Coal Tits to use boxes, when ordinarily they may be out-competed by 
the bigger Great Tit. This arose probably because of a lower Great Tit ‘adult 
abundance’ figure. Great Tit pulli numbers ringed were down in 2009 (see Fig. 
2), but this is partly reflective of time pressures on ringing opportunities and 
not a true indicator of the breeding success of the species in the wood. 
 

Pulli species  2009 2008 2007 2006 Running 
Total 

Buzzard 2 1 0 0 3 
Lapwing 2 0 1 0 3 

Tawny Owl 1 7 14* 0 22 
Blackbird 31 0 3 0 34 

Song Thrush 2 0 0 0 2 
Mistle Thrush 3 0 0 0 3 

Coal Tit 9 0 0 0 9 
Robin 0 0 5 0 5 

Blue Tit 54 33 13 27 127 
Great Tit    8** 16 40 27 91 
Marsh Tit 0 2 2 0 4 
Nuthatch 6 6 3 2 17 
Swallow 60 23 11 0 94 

Pied Wagtail 5 0 0 0 5 
Year Total  183 88 92 56 419 

Total S pecies  12 7 9 3 14 
Table 1: Pulli ringed at various sites around Whitwell, Bondhay, Elmton and Barlborough 

* 14 Tawny owl pulli in 2007 was exceptional; an unconfirmed thirty-year record for the wood                
** 8 Great Tit is not reflective of their breeding success as some nest boxes were missed  
 
Full details of the ringing year can be found in the annual report written for 
Whitwell Wood Natural History Group, so if you would like more detail, please 
download the pdf from the Sorby Breck Ringing Group website. 
 

Eleanor Wilkins 
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Following Emancipated Snowy Plovers in Mexico  

 
Working with shorebirds is addictive. Most of them look quite dull and the 
species are hard to distinguish. On the other hand to study their behaviour is 
very interesting and can be quite rewarding. Since my masters project back in 
2001 I have worked on the behaviour and genetics of plovers. I was privileged 
to study these birds at some remote locations with some stunning wildlife. 
Over the last years I have worked mainly on snowy plovers in Mexico. 

 

Female snowy plover shading the eggs to prevent them from overheating 

I came to my field project at the Pacific coast of Mexico rather accidentally. In 
March 2006 during the second year of my PhD project at University of Bath I 
was planning to study Kentish plovers in Spain. However, at that time avian 
influenza made it more difficult to work with migratory shorebirds in Europe or 
Asia and it was doubtful whether I could work a full field season with plovers 
in Spain. At this time, my supervisor Professor Tamás Székely remembered a 
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contact in Mexico and 4 weeks later I arrived in Culiacán to study the breeding 
behaviour of snowy plovers. It’s fair to say that the gamble paid off. 

 

Location of Ceuta Bay, one of the largest breeding sites of the Western snowy plover 
 

At Ceuta every year about 100 snowy plover pairs breed at an abandoned salt 
extraction site. Once the water has retreated sufficiently the males start to 
display and soon after the first clutches are produced. Snowy plovers can 
breed from January to August, but at our site breeding starts not before late 
April because the tide water retreats only slowly. Over the last four years we 
have build up a colour marked snowy plover population together with local 
students and scientists where we observe the behaviour of snowy plover 
families and follow their reproductive success. Snowy plovers have 
remarkable flexible breeding behaviour and provide a great system to study 
conflict and cooperation in families. Both parents stay together and incubate 
the eggs until the chicks hatch. However, then the family conflict often 
escalates because none of the parents wants to do the hard work of looking 
after the kids. In snowy plovers females clearly have the trousers on. Early in 
the season they often desert their brood and then re-mate to have a second 
(or even third) family. The males then stay behind and bring up the young. 
Sometimes these roles are also switched and the male deserts the brood 
whilst the female looks after the young. Later in the season, however, the 
females usually stay with their current family and help to raise the chicks 
together with the male. In our research we try to understand what makes 
some females desert whereas others stay with the brood.  
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Plovers are ground nesting birds and produce clutches with up to three eggs. The nest is 
initiated by the male as a scrape in the ground. Later male and female are adding pebbles, 
shells and plant material probably as insulation material for the eggs. 

 

Freshly hatched snowy plover chicks. A few hours after hatching the chicks will follow their 
parent and start to search for food. 
 



 

52 
 

Fieldwork is usually very intense. Every day we try to maximise the time in the 
field and spend between 10 and 15 h searching for nests, trapping plovers 
and observing families. Often also nightshifts have to be included, particularly 
when we recapture chicks to measure their growth. Sleep or free time are 
precious. 7 days a week for up to three months, the plovers don’t do 
weekends. Speaking Spanish makes things a lot easier, but still substantial 
time is organising work and solving the daily problems at a remote field 
station. Without the help of dedicated students this would be impossible and 
I’m grateful for the fantastic support I received namely from Dr Marcos Bucio 
Pacheco, Medardo Cruz Lopez, Lydia Lozano Angulo and Erick Medina 
Gonzalez and his family over the last few years. Thanks to this Mexico and 
particularly the region of Sinaloa now feels like home. 

Our work provides conservation authorities with important data. Despite our 
efforts we noted that the situation of the plovers has been deteriorating at our 
field site. There are several reasons for the negative development. Mexico is 
a global biodiversity hotspot and the region in Sinaloa is particularly rich in 
biodiversity. On the other hand, the economic situation of many Mexicans is 
pretty bleak. Despite some improvements it is still a developing country with 
high population growth and a lot of poverty. Many people try to make a living 
by exploiting the natural resources. A more drastic example that happens next 
to our field site is the theft off turtle eggs which are then sold as aphrodisiac. 
One nest of turtles is worth more than a week of work. And in a good night 
nest robbers can collect two or three nests. Also, the region is the world’s 
main producer of Marihuana which is mainly exported to the US. Since 2006 
the government has started to combat the drug crime by employing the army 
which resulted in an escalation of violence. Over the first 11 months in 2009 
more than 7,000 people were killed by drug related conflicts. 

Conservation is still in its infancy and certainly not high enough on the 
agenda. Over the last years the beaches have become more attractive for 
recreation. The beach often is ‘developed’ which means that the original 
shrubs and bushes are eradicated and property is claimed illegally by fencing 
the cleared patches. Even more worryingly the few people that have made a 
bit of wealth discovered off road driving which unfortunately disturbs or 
damages the local flora and fauna. Rubbish is dumped anywhere which then 
attracts feral dogs. These dogs have now started to prey on nests and birds.   

However, there is hope for our plovers. Every year we give talks and 
excursions at local schools and at the university to increase awareness for the 
problems and lobby for the plovers and wildlife. Lydia Lozano Angulo and 
Medardo Cruz Lopez, two graduates from University of Sinaloa who I trained 
in field methods recently got a conservation grant awarded to improve 
environmental education in the local communities adjacent to the breeding 
site. Over the next two years they will try to provide the base that the area can 
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be better protected in the future. One of the next projects that we plan is to re-
install the rotten dyke system to improve the conditions for the breeding 
plovers although at the moment we still lack the necessary funding.  

 

Beside the snowy plovers the wetland is used by many other birds. About 300 pairs of the 
threatened least tern are nesting at Ceuta Bay every year. 
 

When I’m not chasing plovers in the field I compare DNA sequences of 
plovers in the lab at University of Sheffield. This work is important for a 
number of reasons. First, we are using genetic information to improve the 
current taxonomy. This helps to resolve the tree of life. For example, we 
recently found that the snowy plover is different from its close relative the 
Kentish plover and should be also formally recognised as a separate species. 
Second, by looking at the DNA variation and diversity we can understand 
which populations or subspecies are most threatened.  Third, using many 
DNA markers we try to reconstruct the history of the species. Snowy/Kentish 
plovers, and their close relatives form a so called ‘superspecies’ complex that 
has representatives on all continents except for Antarctica. In 2008/09 we 
received financial support by the National Geographic Society to travel and 
sample a number of key populations worldwide to establish where the origin 
of this species complex lies and how it spread across the world and later 
colonised. Finally, the latest development in genome technology will allow us 
to screen many genes and hopefully identify candidate genes for the parental 
behaviour.  
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Ceuta Bay is also an important stopover site for migrating shorebirds. Wintering western 
(front) and semipalmated (back) sandpipers caught in March. 
 

The regular ringing sessions with my trainer Steve Samworth in and around 
Sheffield have been a great experience and have helped to improve my 
knowledge and handling of birds. (Although it was mainly ‘just’ songbirds and 
we haven’t caught a single plover yet...). I learned different to identify many 
birds in different life stages, new aging techniques and to appreciate the slow 
progressing changes over the annual cycle. Also, I learned a lot of new 
trapping techniques. This has some practical advantages. Before I never used 
mist nets but now I look forward to catch a few resting waders during the next 
field season.  

Clemens Küpper 
 
Pictures by Clemens Küpper and Medardo Lopez-Cruz 
 


