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Chairman’s Introduction  
 
Dear Members, 
 
It seems a very short time ago since I wrote my introduction for the 2010 
report, but we have had another very busy and successful year for the Group, 
with excellent numbers of birds being ringed and some unusual species being 
caught. Of particular note is the fact that the Group is again among the top 
BTO nest recorders in the country, so I extend special thanks to all the 
members who have been involved in collecting and submitting nest record 
data. 
 
This annual report could not have been produced without the contributions of 
members for which I extend my thanks and also for the large amount of work 
done by Eleanor who puts it all together and Dave Williams for his work on the 
ringing data. 
 
Since the inception of the group constitution and the formation of the new 
committee structure at the end of 2010, there have been some changes in the 
committee with some members leaving and others changing positions. There 
has been, throughout, a process of continuous development by all those 
involved, of the way we have looked at the running of the Group. This has led 
to there now being a much firmer financial footing for the Group and the 
development of other areas from which we hope our members will see 
benefits. I take this opportunity to thank all the committee members past and 
present who have contributed to these developments. 
 
We have found some new ways of raising funds and have agreed that from 
one of these new avenues we will set up a project fund to pay for colour rings 
for specific colour ringing projects that members have expressed an interest in 
undertaking. We should be looking at more project-based ringing and we 
hope that by assisting with the cost we can encourage members to look at 
projects on their own sites. 
 
There will continue to be challenges ahead for the Group but we have a 
healthy membership with younger ringers coming up through the system and 
gaining licences and upgrades. I am confident that we shall continue to see 
the extremely active ringing efforts that we have seen over the years. If any 
members wish to raise any point for discussion to the committee please feel 
free to do so. You can find the committee members details on the log-in 
section of the website. 
 
 
Ray Knock, Chairman 
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Ringing Secretary’s Report  

 
�
In writing an annual report each year it has become clear that Sorby Breck 
Ringing Group is in good heart. In some respects the Group we belong to 
resembles the national BTO scheme, with ringers operating as independent 
units ringing specific species, ringing nestlings or concentrating on sites 
throughout Derbyshire and South Yorkshire. The data our ringers have 
produced has become a valuable local conservational aid to site development 
and species protection within our area. Ringing has helped analysis of arrival 
and breeding dates for researchers interested in global warming accounts by 
providing long term comparisons. Ringing birds of prey has allowed access to 
the taking of buccal swabs to enable DNA profiles to be established to aid 
their protection. 
 

In 2011, 20,000 birds have been ringed by 
Sorby Breck with Lesser Redpoll, Meadow 
Pipit, Blue Tit, Great Tit and Swallow 
featuring strongly. In the case of Lesser 
Redpoll a migration pattern of birds moving 
from North West Scotland to our area, 
followed by longer movements to the south 
coast and beyond, is being made too. 
Ringing recoveries show that in October 
each autumn Lesser Redpolls move down 
the Pennines with recoveries on the south 
coast made in less than four days after 
ringing. An increasing focus of ringing 

moorland fringe sites in autumn has also resulted in the appearance in our 
totals of more unusual species, two of which are featured on this year’s cover. 
 
Ringing over a thousand birds each month is only possible because of the 
recording systems in place, ably managed by David Williams. The total of 
birds ringed has also necessitated a regular review of finances given that 
ringers in our Group pay for the rings we use. This has been handled well by 
a newly formed committee ably led by Ray Knock as chair. 
 
I reflect in 2011 upon a Group functioning well together, participating in a 
pastime enjoyed by those taking part and appreciated by those who turn up to 
watch our demonstrations. It augurs well for the future. On a personal note, 
after experiencing a serious stroke in July, ringing provided the motivation for 
me to get well again. I would wish to thank all those ringers in Sorby Breck 
and beyond for their friendship and support. Their kindness has speeded up 
the whole process of recovery.� 
 
 
Geoff Mawson, Ringing Secretary 
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SBRG Annual Ringing Totals 2007-2011  

 
SPECIES 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 
Grey Heron    1 2 
Mute Swan 624 209 410 372 124 
Whooper Swan 1  1 2 1 
Greylag Goose 4 4 2   
Greater Canada Goose 38 17 5 6 3 
Teal 1 4  1 6 
Mallard 9 17 23 9 12 
Goshawk 3 4 6 4 2 
Sparrowhawk 6 10 9 11 25 
Buzzard 10 5 5 2 8 
Kestrel 49 39 39 46 65 
Merlin 9 18 24 20 2 
Hobby 31 37 24 24 18 
Peregrine 4 6 9 4 7 
Water Rail  2 3 3 2 
Moorhen 6 7 7 5 3 
Coot 1 10 1   
Oystercatcher  1  4  
Little Ringed Plover  4  3 3 
Ringed Plover  3  1  
Lapwing 29 43 12 22 33 
Jack Snipe 1 16 17 5 2 
Snipe 15 30 22 12 7 
Woodcock   2 3 14 
Curlew    3  
Green Sandpiper    1  
Common Sandpiper  1 1 1 5 
Black-headed Gull  4  15 21 
Common Tern 7 3    
Stock Dove 26 25 54 64 41 
Woodpigeon 15 27 28 16 17 
Collared Dove 4 6 6 4 26 
Barn Owl 11  13 7 7 
Little Owl 4 4 9 10 8 
Tawny Owl 25 15 12 17 33 
Long-eared Owl 9  1 2 1 
Short-eared Owl 3  1  6 
Nightjar     6 
Swift 21 59 45 95 1 
Kingfisher 9 16 15 6 2 
Green Woodpecker 2  2 2 2 
Great Spotted Woodpecker 31 20 16 25 32 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  1    
Woodlark  2    
Skylark 1  4 10 6 
Sand Martin 51 46 8 105 121 
Swallow 1295 1209 1294 1585 891 
House Martin 223 419 191 95 166 
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SPECIES 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 
Swallow x House Martin hybrid   1   
Tree Pipit 7 7 12 8 32 
Meadow Pipit 434 470 859 1836 2048 
Yellow Wagtail 2 4 3 1 2 
Grey Wagtail 93 95 60 45 15 
Pied Wagtail 298 312 198 116 145 
Waxwing    1  
Dipper 44 68 73 39 31 
Wren 305 266 311 326 275 
Dunnock 349 317 449 380 470 
Robin 393 391 494 457 496 
Redstart 8 2 6 36 39 
Whinchat 4  3  7 
Stonechat 6 5 4 12 6 
Wheatear   1  8 
Ring Ouzel 13 43  20  
Blackbird 561 488 638 641 510 
Fieldfare 2  29 37 22 
Song Thrush 82 83 122 130 90 
Redwing 14 9 150 126 63 
Mistle Thrush 12 6 11 7 10 
Cetti’s Warbler   1   
Grasshopper Warbler 2 7 28 28 21 
Sedge Warbler 27 57 56 97 68 
Reed Warbler 78 89 116 215 135 
Lesser Whitethroat 19 20 30 39 24 
Whitethroat 120 97 192 302 347 
Garden Warbler 68 35 36 84 77 
Blackcap 256 160 260 601 510 
Wood Warbler  4 30 29 15 
Chiffchaff 354 437 683 668 741 
Willow Warbler 223 214 399 499 845 
Goldcrest 256 350 114 154 212 
Firecrest 2 2    
Spotted Flycatcher 23 7 6 14 17 
Pied Flycatcher 91 139 198 159 250 
Long-tailed Tit 442 523 596 758 722 
Marsh Tit 4 5 5 5 2 
Willow Tit 29 28 50 69 43 
Coal Tit 343 425 445 440 410 
Blue Tit 1264 1059 1493 2386 3005 
Great Tit 854 710 1041 1469 1876 
Nuthatch 39 39 45 83 80 
Treecreeper 22 39 29 54 67 
Great Grey Shrike 1     
Jay 14 12 23 17 15 
Magpie 9 29 14 15 20 
Jackdaw 7 4 10 8 16 
Rook 3 7 10 8  
Carrion Crow  2 2 3  
Raven 2 14   2 
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SPECIES 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 
Starling 185 275 348 234 112 
House Sparrow 93 122 106 72 387 
Tree Sparrow 462 311 276 70 279 
Tree x House Sparrow Hybrid     4 
Chaffinch 766 535 606 725 645 
Brambling 4 23 8 13 12 
Greenfinch 362 206 954 1091 565 
Goldfinch 195 198 421 506 569 
Siskin 197 301 157 136 566 
Linnet 11 23 77 67 50 
Twite    2  
Common Redpoll  3 2 7 9 
Lesser Redpoll 297 2060 592 601 973 
Redpoll (Common/Lesser)    2 1 
Common Crossbill   1  3 
Bullfinch 202 201 329 367 389 
Yellowhammer 37 30 63 80 108 
Reed Bunting 150 90 177 283 218 
TOTAL FOR YEAR 12718  13801 15773 19301 20410 
TOTAL SPECIES (ex hybrids) 93  95 96 101 98 
 
Lundy Island Study 
excluded from above   

 
   

House Sparrow 154 70 126 68 341 
 
Totals include rehabilitated Mute Swans 
 
David Williams 
 

 

 
 
Photos by E. Anderton and D. Atkinson  
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SBRG Ringing Recoveries and Reported Sightings 
2009-2011

 
 
CORMORANT 
 5228965 09/06/2003 1 Sands of Forvie NNR, Newburgh, Grampian (NK0226)  
 24/12/2010 + R Derwent Fishery, Chatsworth, Derbys (SK2472) 453 km, 7 yrs 198 days 
5250218 23/06/2007 1 Puffin Island, Anglesey (SH6582)  
 21/10/2010 VV Thrybergh CP, S Yorks (SK4796) 183 km, 3 yrs 120 days 
5248266 27/06/2009 1 Puffin Island, Anglesey (SH6582)  
 18/03/2010 VV Ulley Res, Rotherham, S Yorks (SK4687) 181 km, 264 days 
 26/05/2010 VV Catcliffe Flash, Rotherham, S Yorks (SK4288) 177 km, 333 days 
5241284 04/07/2009 1 Lady Isle, Ardrossan, Strathclyde (NS3130)  
 02/11/2010 + R Derwent Fishery, Chatsworth, Derbys (SK2472) 322 km, 1 yr 121 days 
 
GREY HERON 
 1297501 19/07/2003 1 Wanlip, Leics (SK6010)  
 12/04/2010 XL Wentworth, Rotherham, S Yorks (SK4096) 92 km, 6 yrs 267 days 
 
MUTE SWAN 
 Z27216 22/07/1990 1 Warsop, Notts (SK5769)  
 02/08/2010 R Newmillerdam, Wakefield, W Yorks (SE3315) 52 km, 20 yrs 11 days 
W20235 12/08/2006 3 Mythe Pool, The Mythe, Glos (SO8834)  
 31/01/2011 S near Royston, S Yorks (SE3712) 185 km, 4 yrs 172 days 
X6619 07/10/2006 3 Hogganfield Loch, Glasgow (NS6467)  
 20/07/2010 RR Rother Valley CP, S Yorks (SK4582) 336 km, 3 yrs 286 days 
ZZ8205 25/10/2006 3 Rother Valley CP, S Yorks (SK4582)  
 21/01/2010 RR Beal Carrs, N Yorks (SE5425) 44 km, 3 yrs 88 days 
ZZ9607 26/04/2007 6F West Lodge, Huddersfield, W Yorks (SE1219)  
 28/11/2010 RR Acre Dell Pools, near Congleton, Cheshire (SJ8366) 61 km, 3 yrs 216 days 
ZZ9629 14/05/2007 5M Pugneys CP, Wakefield, W Yorks (SE3217)  
 24/02/2008 R Pittance Park nr Edwinstowe, Notts (SK6363) 62 km, 286 days 
 31/05/2008 VV King's Mill Reservoir, Notts (SK5159) 63 km, 1 yr 17 days 
 10/03/2011 VV King's Mill Reservoir, Notts 63 km, 3yrs 300 days 
ZZ9637 19/05/2007 5F Oulston Res, N Yorks (SE5675)  
 03/04/2010 VV Londesborough, E Riding of Yorks (SE8745) 42 km, 2 yrs 319 days 
ZZ9642 27/05/2007 6F Fairburn Ings, W Yorks (SE4527)  
 30/11/2011 X Hodsock, Notts (SK5986) 43 km, 4 yrs 187 days 
ZZ9678 13/06/2007 5M Askern, S Yorks (SE5613)  
 19/08/2010 VV Blackrod, Bolton, Lancs (SD6012) 96 km, 3 yrs 67 days 
ZZ9680 13/06/2007 6F Askern, S Yorks (SE5613)  
 28/08/2010 R Brotton, Redcar & Cleveland (NZ6920) 106 km, 3 yrs 76 days 
ZZ5508 18/08/2007 5M Fall Ings, Wakefield, W Yorks (SE3419)  
 30/12/2010 RR York (SE6051) 41 km, 3 yrs 134 days 
ZZ8666 26/08/2007 3 near Carnforth, Lancs (SD5172)  
 12/06/2010 X Thirsk, N Yorks (SE4382) 93 km, 2 yrs 290 days 
ZZ5720 15/09/2007 3 Walton Colliery Nature Park, W Yorks (SE3618)  
 27/02/2010 RR Ripon Race Course, N Yorks (SE3269) 52 km, 2 yrs 165 days 
ZZ5738 13/10/2007 6F Fairburn Ings, N Yorks (SE4527)  
 22/03/2010 VV Newark, Notts (SK7955) 79 km, 2 yrs 160 days 
 20/02/2011 S Hatfield Water Park, S Yorks (SE6610) 27 km, 3 yrs 130 days 
ZZ8299 01/12/2007 3 Renishaw Park, Derbys (SK4278)  
 23/06/2010 RR Gale Common, N Yorks (SE5321) 44 km, 2 yrs 204 days 
ZZ5807 12/08/2008 6M Doncaster Dome, S Yorks (SE5901)  
 30/01/2010 RR Hay-a-Park, Knaresborough, N Yorks (SE3658) 61 km, 1 yr 171 days 
ZY0186 22/01/2009 8M Allerton Bywater, W Yorks (SE4128)  
 04/10/2010 XF Ropner Park, Stockton-on-Tees (NZ4318) 89 km, 1 yr 255 days 
ZZ6916 24/02/2009 7M Stockton-on-Tees, Cleveland (NZ4519)  
 17/03/2010 XF Near Ryton, Tyne and Wear (NZ1562) 52 km,1 yr 21 days 
ZY1023 22/03/2009 8F Stockton-on-Tees (NZ4319)  
 17/11/2011 XF Longhirst Golf Course, Morpeth,Northumberland (NZ2289) 74 km, 2 yrs 240 days 
ZY1072 04/08/2009 6F Stockton-on-Tees (NZ4319)  
 08/12/2010 XF Amble Harbour, Northumberland (NU2704) 87 km, 1 yr 126 days 
ZY1077 04/08/2009 5F Stockton-on-Tees (NZ4319)  
 06/10/2011 XF Riverside CP, Ashington, Northumberland (NZ2686) 69 km, 2 yrs 63 days 
ZY1623 17/08/2009 3 Sherburn In Elmet, N Yorks (SE5033)  
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 26/09/2011 RR Hornsea Mere, East Riding (TA1947) 71 km, 2 yrs 40 days 
ZY1668 18/08/2009 3 Catcliffe Flash, S Yorks (SK4288)  
 31/12/2010 XL Coney Garth, Knaresborough, N Yorks (SE3559) 71 km, 1 yr 135 days 
ZY1693 25/08/2009 3 Brompton-by-Sawdon, N Yorks (SE9481)  
 26/09/2011 RR Hornsea Mere, East Riding (TA1947) 44 km, 2 yrs 32 days 
ZZ6857 12/09/2009 3 Rother Valley CP, S Yorks (SK4582)  
 07/08/2010 RR Hornsea Mere, East Riding (TA1947) 98 km, 329 days 
ZZ5720 29/09/2009 4 Walton Colliery Nature Park, W Yorks (SE3618)  
 27/02/2010 RR near Knaresborough, N Yorks (SE3658) 41 km, 151 days 
ZY1933 07/03/2010 8F Stockton-on-Tees, Cleveland (NZ4519)  
 13/08/2011 // Fairburn Ings, N Yorks (SE4527) 93 km, 1 yr 159 days 
ZY1936 07/03/2010 8F Stockton-on-Tees, Cleveland (NZ4519)  
 22/06/2010 X Ripon, N Yorks (SE3269) 52 km, 107 days 
ZY4299 18/08/2010 8M Rother Valley CP, S Yorks (SK4582)  
 09/12/2010 VV Butterley Reservoir, W Yorks (SE0410) 49 km, 113 days 
ZY4735 24/08/2010 3 Brompton-By-Thordon, N Yorks (SE9482)  
 13/10/2011 RR Hornsea Mere, East Riding (TA1947) 44 km, 1 yr 50 days 
ZY4754 28/08/2010 3 Brotton, Redcar & Cleveland (NZ6920)  
 14/01/2011 XF Strensall, Towthorpe, York (SE6260) 60 km, 139 days 
ZY4761 28/08/2010 3 Margrove Park, Saltburn, Redcar & Cleveland (NZ6516)  
 13/10/2011 RR Hornsea Mere, East Riding (TA1947) 89 km, 1 yr 46 days 
ZY4766 28/08/2010 3 Stockton-on-Tees (NZ4519)  
 28/03/2011 XF Gosforth Lake, Tyne & Wear (NZ2570) 54 km, 212 days 
W31116 27/09/2010 3 Ellerton Gravel Pits, N Yorks (SE2597)  
 25/03/2011 VV Thrybergh CP, S Yorks (SK4795) 104 km, 179 days 
W31117 27/09/2010 3 Ellerton Gravel Pits, N Yorks (SE2597)  
 21/02/2011 XL Queen Elizabeth II CP, Northumberland (NZ2888) 91 km, 147 days 
W10999 02/10/2010 4 Pittance Park, Edwinstowe, Notts (SK6363)  
 15/12/2010 RR Pugney's CP, Wakefield, W Yorks (SE3217) 62 km, 74 days 

 
Only movements in excess of 40 km are shown above.  Shorter movements during the period 2010-2011 are 
summarised below: 

 

0 – 9 km 10 – 19 km 20 – 29 km 30 – 39 km 

91 70 26 9 

 
WHOOPER SWAN 

ZY4796 26/09/2010 6F River Ouse, Cawood, N Yorks (SE5737)  
 06/11/2010 VV River Wear, Chester-le-Street, Durham (NZ2851) 118km, 41 days 
 20/11/2010 VV River Wear, Chester-le-Street, Durham (NZ2851) 55 days 

 
PINK-FOOTED GOOSE 
2K1988 
DKC 

24/03/2009 4 Vest Stadil Fjord, Ringkøbing, DENMARK  
56°7'N 8°4'E 

 

 31/12/2010 VV Orgreave Lakes, S Yorks (SK4286) 678 km, 1 yr 282 days 

 
GREATER CANADA GOOSE  
5101302 31/05/2006 3 Slippery Stones, Derwentdale, Derbys (SK1695)  
 19/05/2011 R Derwent Valley, Derbys (SK1789) 6 km, 4 yrs 353 days 
 
MALLARD 
 GF87181 05/05/2003 4M Thorpe Salvin, S Yorks (SK5281)  
 25/09/2010 +F Lindrick Dale, Worksop, S Yorks (SK5382) 3 km, 7 yrs 143 days 
GN13130 15/04/2006 4 Thorpe Salvin, S Yorks (SK5281)  
 06/09/2010 XF Worksop, Notts (SK5980) 7 km, 4 yrs 144 days 
 
GOSHAWK 

 GC30340 19/06/2010 1M Site Confidential, North York Moors   
 15/08/2010 XF Rotherham, S Yorks (SK4391) 96km, 57 days 
 
SPARROWHAWK 

 EL61738 15/07/2007 1F Banks Hall, S Yorks (SE2606)  
 23/01/2010 XF Greasbrough, S Yorks (SK4295) 19 km, 2 yrs 192 days 
DD47558 05/07/2009 1M Wharncliffe Wood, S Yorks (SK3094)  
 07/02/2010 + Bramdean, Hants (SU6128) 269 km, 217 days 
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BUZZARD 

 GN13172 26/05/2003 1 Site Confidential, Derbys (SK34)  
 01/01/2010 XL Burnaston, Derbys (SK2831) 17km, 2412 days 
 
KESTREL 

 ET63878 18/06/2004 1 Turner Wood, Shireoaks, Notts (SK5481)  
 16/09/2011 XF Killamarsh, Derbys (SK4580) 9km, 7 yrs 90 days 
EK08005 20/06/2009 1 Stainsby, Derbys (SK4465)  
 12/04/2010 S Sutton Scarsdale, Derbys (SK4468) 2 km, 296 days 
EH11476 11/06/2010 1 Palterton, Derbyshire (SK4768)  
 24/01/2011 XF Glapwell, Derbys (SK4766) 2 km, 227 days 
EK91584 20/06/2010 1 Moss House Farm, Out Rawcliffe, Lancs (SD4342)  
 17/12/2010 XF Hathersage, Derbys (SK2381) 101 km, 180 days 
 
MERLIN 

 EW21536 24/06/2009 1 Site Confidential, S Yorks (SK19)  
 24/04/2010 XL Earith Bridge, Cambs (TL4074) 174 km, 304 days 
DB68011 27/06/2009 1 Site Confidential, near Bamford, Derbys (SK28)  
 27/03/2011 X Dale Head Farm, Wheston, Derbys (SK1276) 15 km, 1 yr 273 days 
 
HOBBY 

 EL13185 04/08/2007 1 Site Confidential, Derbys (SK43)  
 21/05/2010 X Fivehead, Somerset (ST3524) 239 km, 2 yrs 290 days 
EL13188 04/08/2007 1 Site Confidential, Derbys (SK23)  
 25/09/2011 XF Pfizer Monks Wall Nature Reserve, Kent (TR3259) 272 km, 4 yrs 52 days 
   Starvation due to severe cold weather 
EL13190 05/08/2007 1 Site Confidential, Derbys (SK21)  
 28/06/2008 R Ramsey Hollow, Cambs (TL3186) 109 km, 328 days 
 13/05/2010 RR Site Confidential, near Hereford, Herefordshire (SO54) 102 km, 2 yrs 281 days 
EW21545 28/07/2009 1 Site Confidential, Derbys (SK27)  
 07/08/2010 VV Whiwall Moss, Salop (SJ5134) 82 km, 1 yr 10 days 
 
PEREGRINE 

 GN13280 20/05/2009 1 Derby Cathedral, Derby (SK3536)  
 13/05/2010 XF Spondon, Derby (SK3935) 5 km, 358 days 
 
LAPWING 
 DB68308 06/06/2010 1 Dennis Knoll, Derbys (SK2284)  
 18/06/2010 XF Bamford, Derbys (SK2284) 0 km, 12 days 
 
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL 

 4233667  
NOS 

02/07/1999 1 Rauna, Farsund, Vest-Agder, NORWAY  
58°3'N 6°40'E 

 

 21/12/2010 VV Upperthorpe, Sheffield (SK3488) 727 km, 11yrs 172 days 
 08/01/2011 VV Orgreave Lakes, S Yorks (SK4286) 723 km, 11yrs 190 days 
 
HERRING GULL 

 GN78279 30/11/2007 3 Seamer Carr Landfill, Scarborough, N Yorks (TA0382)  
 16/12/2011 VV Owlerton, Sheffield (SK3390) 115 km, 4 yrs 16 days 
 
BARN OWL 

 GJ42586 25/05/2005 6F Edensor, near Bakewell, Derbys (SK2569)  
 15/03/2011 XL Roach House Farm, Derbys (SK3166) 8 km, 5 yrs 294 days 
GM82616 13/07/2005 1 Edensor, near Bakewell, Derbys (SK2569)  
 06/12/2010 XF Rainworth, Notts (SK5958) 35 km, 5 yrs 146 days 
GN13059 18/06/2006 1 North Anston, S Yorks (SK5284)  
 18/02/2011 XL Lodge Farm, Hodsock, Notts (SK5986) 7 km, 4 yrs 245 days 
GJ81040 16/06/2007 1 near Carsington, Derbys (SK25)  
 05/12/2010 XF Shirland, Derbys (SK4059) 19 km, 3 yrs 172 days 
GC55005 08/07/2007 1 Old Somerby Lodge, Grantham, Lincs (SK9632)  
 28/05/2011 XL Elmton, Derbys (SK5073) 62 km, 3 yrs 324 days 
   at nest box 
GC51861 29/06/2009 1 Crewe Engines, Coppenhall, Cheshire (SJ7059)  
 23/02/2010 XL Sedsall, Rocester, Derbys (SK1137) 47 km, 239 days 
GN13220 30/06/2009 1 Site Confidential, Derbys (SK47)  
 03/03/2010 VV Staveley, Derbys (SK4374) 4 km, 246 days 
GC47387 08/09/2009 1 Elmton, Derbys (SK5073)  
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 20/07/2011 XF Upper Langwith, Derbys (SK5169) 4 km, 1yr 315 days 
   road casualty 
GC47444 17/07/2010 1 Cuckney, Notts (SK5572)  
 05/09/2010 XF Cuckney, Notts (SK5572) 0 km, 50 days 
 
LONG-EARED OWL 

 GN04388 30/05/2007 2 Winscar Reservoir, S Yorks (SE1502)  
 12/09/2010 R Agden (SK2494) 13 km, 3 yrs 105 days 
 
NIGHTJAR 

 CW84351 21/07/2010 1 Damside Covert, Bilsthorpe, Notts (SK6260)  
 18/08/2011 R Big Bumper Piece Moor, Derbys (SK2966) 34 km, 1 yr 28 days 
 
SAND MARTIN 

 X778790 15/07/2009 4 Middleton Moor, Derbys (SK2074)  
 12/06/2011 R Bakewell SF, Derbys (SK0934) 11 km, 1 yr 332 days 
X744217 26/07/2009 3 Icklesham, E Sussex (TQ8815)  
 04/08/2010 R The Avenue NR, Wingerworth, Derbys (SK3967) 293 km, 1 yr 9 days 
X908501 27/08/2009 3 Wintersett Res, W Yorks (SE3714)  
 12/06/2011 R=M Bakewell SF, Derbys (SK2465) 50 km, 1 yr 289 days 
L377565 21/06/2010 1 Rutland Water, Rutland (SK8807)  
 29/05/2011 R=F Uttoxeter SW, Staffs (SK0934) 84 km, 342 days 
6190227  
FRP 

01/09/2010 3 Lagunage, Rochefort, Charente-Maritime, FRANCE  
45°56'N 0°57'W 

 

 12/06/2011 R=F Bakewell SF, Derbys (SK2465) 807 km, 284 days 
 
SWALLOW 

 V688120 10/06/2007 1 Rylah, nr Palterton, Derbys (SK4667)  
 02/05/2010 R near Warsop Vale, Notts (SK5467) 8 km, 2 yrs 326 days 
X085209 10/06/2008 1 Barlborough, Derbys (SK4777)  
 21/08/2010 R=F Storton's Gravel Pits, Northampton, Northants (SP7360) 120 km, 2 yrs 82 days 
X110462 13/08/2008 3 Retford, Notts (SK7181)  
 25/04/2010 R Bondhay Farm, Derbys (SK5178) 20 km, 1 yr 255 days 
X110488 14/08/2008 3 Retford, Notts (SK7181)  
 10/08/2010 XF Blackwell, Derbys (SK4358) 36 km, 1 yr 361 days 
X622053 01/06/2009 1 Elmton, Derbys (SK5073)  
 29/05/2010 R=F Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670) 6 km, 362 days 
X491444 03/06/2010 1 Ashopton, Derbys (SK1986)  
 15/06/2011 XL Ashes Farm, Derwent, Derbys 3 km, 1 yr 12 days 
L033089 05/06/2010 1 Thorpe Salvin, S Yorks (SK5281)  
 28/08/2010 R Icklesham, E Sussex (TQ8815) 298 km, 84 days 
L033198 07/06/2010 1 Longcourse Farm, Long Duckmanton, Derbys (SK4470)  
 07/08/2010 R Gibraltar Point, Skegness, Lincs (TF5558) 111 km, 61 days 
X624319 26/06/2010 1 Bondhay Farm, Whitwell, Derbys (SK5178)  
 02/08/2010 R Trimley Marshes, Trimley St Mary, Suffolk (TM2635) 226 km, 37 days 
L033776 31/07/2010 1 Scarcliffe, Derbys (SK4968)  
 30/06/2011 R Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4669) 4 km, 334 days 
L033790 31/07/2010 1 Longcourse Farm, Long Duckmanton, Derbys (SK4470)  
 16/08/2010 R The Avenue NR, Wingerworth, Derbys (SK3967) 6 km, 16 days 
X802280 04/08/2010 3J The Avenue NR, Wingerworth, Derbys (SK3967)  
 13/07/2011 R Broom House Farm, S Wingfield, Derbys 309 km, 42 days 
L033926 07/08/2010 1 Upper Whiston, Rotherham, S Yorks (SK4589)  
 18/09/2010 R Icklesham, E Sussex (TQ8815) 309 km, 42 days 
L610974 05/06/2011 1 Ridgeway Moor, Derbys (SK4081)  
 25/08/2011 R The Avenue NR, Wingerworth, Derbys (SK3967) 13 km, 81 days 
L903156 20/06/2011 1 Mayfield Valley, S Yorks (SK2984)  
 22/08/2011 R The Avenue NR, Wingerworth, Derbys (SK3967) 19 km, 63 days 
 
HOUSE MARTIN 

 V943128 30/05/2008 4M Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670)  
 29/05/2010 R near Warsop Vale, Notts (SK5467) 8 km, 2 yrs 9 days 
X282916 06/06/2009 4M Bolsover, Derbys (SK4570)  
 18/06/2011 R Danesmoor, Derbys (SK4063) 8 km, 2 yrs 12 days 
X283128 19/07/2009 3J Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670)  
 29/05/2010 R near Warsop Vale, Notts (SK5467) 8 km, 314 days 
X620547 X620547 3J Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670)  
 29/05/2010 R near Warsop Vale, Notts (SK5467) 8 km, 264 days 
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MEADOW PIPIT 

 X283420 08/10/2009 4 Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 07/01/2010 XF Darfield, Barnsley (SE4104) 33 km, 91 days 
A286642  
POL 

06/02/2010 5 Salinas do Samouco, Setubal, PORTUGAL  
38°43'N 9°2'W 

 

 25/03/2011 R Big Bumper Piece Moor, Derbys (SK2966) 1706 km, 1 yr 47 days 
 29/03/2011 R Big Bumper Piece Moor, Derbys (SK2966) 1706 km, 1 yr 51 days 
L032342 31/08/2010 3J Ringinglow, S Yorks (SK2883)  
 04/09/2010 R Agden, S Yorks (SK2494) 12 km, 4 days 
L031420 31/08/2010 3J Ringinglow, S Yorks (SK2883)  
 18/09/2010 R Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874) 7 km, 15 days 
L031515 08/09/2010 3J Ringinglow, S Yorks (SK2883)  
 18/09/2010 R Stanedge, S Yorks (SK2484) 4 km, 10 days 
L610230 18/09/2010 3 Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 25/09/2010 R Ringinglow, S Yorks (SK2883) 7 km, 7 days 
L610611 28/09/2010 3 Big Bumper Piece Moor, Derbys (SK2966)  
 02/10/2011 R Ramsley Reservoir, Derbys (SK2874) 9 km, 1 yr 4 days 
L608069 04/10/2010 3 Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 24/11/2010 R Icklesham, E Sussex (TQ8815) 305 km, 51 days 
L608874 22/08/2011 3 Stanedge, S Yorkshire (SK2484)  
 15/09/2011 R Ringinglow, Sheffield (SK2883) 4 km, 24 days 
Y183184 04/09/2011 3J Big Bumper Piece Moor, Derbys (SK2966)  
 18/09/2011 R Ramsley Res, Derbys 9 km, 14 days 
 
PIED WAGTAIL 

 V943206 12/06/2008 3J Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4669)  
 01/01/2010 R near Warsop Vale, Notts (SK5467) 8 km, 1 yr 203 days 
L453542 12/07/2010 3J Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670)  
 09/01/2011 R Harlesthorpe, Clowne, Derbys (SK4976) 9 km, 181 days 
 
WAXWING 

 NW50492 21/11/2010 3M Allenvale Cemetery, Aberdeen (NJ9304)  
 06/02/2011 VV Malin Bridge, Sheffield (SK3289) 420 km, 77 days 
 
DIPPER 

 RF14478 25/04/2009 1 Near Stocksbridge, S Yorks (SK2998)  
 21/05/2010 R Oughtibridge, Sheffield (SK3192) 8 km, 1 yr 26 days 
RF14489 01/05/2009 1 Oughtibridge, Sheffield (SK3192)  
 21/02/2011 R Hangingwater, Sheffield (SK3185) 6 km, 1 yr 296 days 
 19/03/2011 R Hangingwater, Sheffield (SK3185) 6 km, 1 yr 322 days 
RF14490 01/05/2009 1 Oughtibridge, Sheffield (SK3192)  
 07/08/2010 RR River Porter, Sheffield (SK3284) 8 km, 1 yr 98 days 
RF14201 16/05/2009 1 Ughill, S Yorks (SK2590)  
 05/06/2011 VV Sheepbridge, Derbys (SK3575) 18 km, 2 yrs 20 days 
RF84407 14/04/2011 1 Lathkill Dale, Derbys (SK1865)  
 11/06/2011 XF Alport, Derbys (SK2264) 4 km, 58 days 
   taken by cat 
 
DUNNOCK 

 X283148 13/08/2009 4F Ringinglow, Sheffield (SK2883)  
 13/10/2010 XF Ringinglow, Sheffield (SK2983) 2 km, 1 yrs 61 days 
V805663 07/06/2010 4M Barbrook Plantation, Derbys (SK2774)  
 01/03/2011 // Baslow, Derbys (SK2673) 3 km, 267 days 
   ring only 
L609433 30/01/2011 5 Elmton, Derbys (SK5073)  
 25/07/2011 XF Elmton, Derbys (SK5073) 0 km, 176 days 
   taken by cat 
 
ROBIN 

 V979038 10/04/2008 5 Lodge Moor, Sheffield (SK3086)  
 13/04/2010 XF Wisewood, Sheffield (SK3189) 4 km, 2 yrs 3 days 
X520240 22/02/2009 5 Norton, Sheffield (SK3682)  
 22/04/2010 XF Norton, Sheffield (SK3682) 0 km, 1yr 59 days 
   taken by cat 
X800551 21/08/2010 3 Bolehill Flash, Treeton, S Yorks (SK4387)  
 10/09/2010 R Icklesham, E Sussex (TQ8815) 309 km, 20 days 
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BLACKBIRD 

 CF74784 12/10/2003 4M North Anston, S Yorks (SK5284)  
 04/02/2011 X Anston, S Yorks (SK5184) 1 km, 7 yrs 115 days 
CW81750 04/11/2007 3F Bondhay Farm, Derbys (SK5178)  
 22/02/2010 R Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 16 km, 2 yrs 110 days 
LB04505 22/04/2008 6M Dore, Sheffield (SK3081)  
 11/04/2011 XF Dore, Sheffield (SK3081) 0 km, 2yrs 354 days 
   taken by predatory bird 
LB04541 15/11/2009 3M The Avenue NR, Wingerworth, Derbys (SK3967)  
 09/07/2010 XF Grassmoor, Sheffield, S Yorks (SK4066) 2 km, 236 days 
LB71035 24/10/2010 4M Bondhay Farm, Whitwell, Derbys (SK5178)  
 26/04/2011 XF Roste Korvgatan, Bollnas, SWEDEN  

61;24N+16;22E 
1383 km, 184 days 

   hit patio window 
 
REDWING 

 RW81873 21/11/2009 4 Tankersley, S Yorks (SK3499)  
 11/01/2010 R Ditton, Kent (TQ7157) 278 km, 51 days 
 
GRASSHOPPER WARBLER 

 T210390 24/07/2010 4M Poolsbrook Marsh, Derbys (SK4473)  
 02/07/2011 R Poolsbrook Marsh, Derbys (SK4473) 0 km, 343 days 
T210394 24/07/2010 4M Poolsbrook Marsh, Derbys (SK4473)  
 02/07/2011 R Poolsbrook Marsh, Derbys (SK4473) 0 km, 343 days 
 
SEDGE WARBLER 

 X915199 22/08/2009 3J Westwick, nr Bishop Monkton, N Yorks (SE3466)  
 07/07/2010 R Norbriggs Flash LNR, Staveley, Derbys (SK4475) 91 km, 319 days 
X046639 27/08/2009 3 Collyford Common, Devon (SY2591)  
 01/05/2010 R Poolsbrook Marsh, Staveley, Derbys (SK4473) 305 km, 247 days 
6237287  
FRP 

31/08/2009 3 Trunvel, Treogat, Finisterre, FRANCE  
47°53'N 4°21'W 

 

 22/04/2011 R=M Norbriggs Flash LNR, Derbys (SK4475) 635 km, 1 yr 234 days 
X802187 26/06/2010 3J Poolsbrook Marsh, Derbys (SK4473)  
 15/05/2011 R=F Sookholme, Shirebrook, Notts (SK5466) 12 km, 323 days 
L030898 03/07/2010 3J Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4365)  
 21/05/2011 R=M Poolsbrook Marsh, Derbys (SK4473) 8 km, 322 days 
L904863 30/07/2011 3J Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265)  
 06/08/2011 R Oorderen, Antwerpen, BELGIUM  

51°17'N 4°21'E  
443 km, 7 days 

 
REED WARBLER 

 F309707 23/08/1990 3 Thrybergh, S Yorks (SK4593)  
 22/05/2011 // Stevenage, Herts (TL2422) 188 km  
   ring only (metal detecting) 
V806105 01/09/2007 3J Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265)  
 02/07/2011 R Poolsbrook Marsh, Derbys (SK4473) 8 km, 3 yrs 304 days 
X145234 22/07/2009 3 Icklesham, E Sussex (TQ8815)  
 01/05/2010 R=M Poolsbrook Marsh, Derbys (SK4473) 295 km, 283 days 
X283551 23/07/2009 3J Blackburn Meadows NR, S Yorks (SK4192)  
 26/06/2010 R Poolsbrook Marsh, Derbys (SK4473) 19 km, 338 days 
X283140 31/07/2009 3J Blackburn Meadows NR, S Yorks (SK4192)  
 03/07/2010 R Wintersett Res, Wakefield, W Yorks (SE3714) 23 km, 337 days 
X802175 16/06/2010 3J Poolsbrook Marsh, Derbys (SK4473)  
 03/08/2011 R Kellington, N Yorks (SE5424) 51 km, 1 yr 38 days 
L562222 05/09/2010 3 Icklesham, E Sussex (TQ8815)  
 03/06/2011 R=M Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 290 km, 271 days 
 
LESSER WHITETHROAT 

 X748174 11/09/2009 3 Icklesham, E Sussex (TQ8815)  
 15/05/2010 R Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbys (SK3046) 280 km, 246 days 
 
WHITETHROAT 

 L941346 12/07/2011 3J Bessacarr, Doncaster, S Yorks (SE6200)  
 07/08/2011 R Bondhay Farm, Whitwell, Derbys (SK5178) 24 km, 26 days 
 
GARDEN WARBLER 

 V805729 14/05/2008 4 Blackburn Meadows NR, S Yorks (SK4192)  
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 22/07/2011 R High Hazels Park, Darnall, S Yorks (SK4088) 4 km, 3 yrs 69 days 
X282708 31/05/2009 4M Blackburn Meadows NR, S Yorks (SK4192)  
 12/07/2011 R High Hazels Park, Darnall, S Yorks (SK4088) 4 km, 2 yrs 42 days 
 
BLACKCAP 

 X283155 23/08/2009 3J Limb Valley, Sheffield (SK2983)  
 17/07/2011 R Car Coppice, Derbys (SK2876) 6 km, 1 yr 328 days 
X866667 05/09/2009 3M Hollow Farm, Worplesdon, Surrey (SU9652)  
 10/07/2010 R Doe Lea, Derbys (SK4566) 220 km, 308 days 
L032445 05/07/2010 3J Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4670)  
 28/08/2010 R=M The Wilderness, near Kintbury, West Berks (SU4067) 202 km, 54 days 
L030931 22/07/2010 3J Shirebrook Valley, Sheffield (SK4184)  
 15/06/2011 XF Ligre, Indre-et-Loire, FRANCE  

47°6'N 0°16'E 
705 km, 328days 

L442849 04/09/2010 3M Wintersett Res, Wakefield, W Yorks (SE3714)  
 17/04/2011 R Birley Carr, S Yorks (SK3293) 22 km, 225 days 
 
WOOD WARBLER 

 X520446 12/07/2009 1 Rivelin Valley, Sheffield (SK2886)  
 17/06/2010 R Blacka Moor, S Yorks (SK2880) 6 km, 340 days 
DHV010 29/04/2010 4M Fox Hagg, Rivelin, S Yorkshire (SK2886)  
 20/06/2011 B Pont Rhyd-Felin, Carmarthenshire (SN7246) 209 km, 1 yr 52 days 
X801625 14/06/2010 1 Blacka Moor, Totley, S Yorks (SK2880)  
 22/05/2011 R Wyming Brook, Sheffield (SK2786) 6 km, 342 days 
 
CHIFFCHAFF 

 ACV460 11/04/2009 5M Rivelin Valley, Sheffield (SK2987)  
 01/06/2010 XF Rivelin, Sheffield (SK2887) 1 km, 1 yr 51 days 
ACV487 18/05/2009 4F Town End, Sheffield (SK3188)  
 08/04/2010 R Rivelin Dams, Sheffield (SK2786) 5 km, 325 days 
BPK222 06/09/2009 3 Nether Langwith, Notts (SK5470)  
 11/07/2010 R=M Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 13 km, 308 days 
CVE400 03/10/2009 3 Titchfield Haven, Hants (SU5302)  
 20/06/2010 R Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 263 km, 260 days 
 12/08/2011 R Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 263 km, 1 yr 313 days 
CKY929 29/04/2010 5M Normanton Spring, Sheffield (SK4084)  
 16/03/2011 XF Saint-Pierre-Quiberon, Morbihan, FRANCE  

47°31'N 3°7'W 
660 km, 321 days 

CYT027 24/06/2010 3J Tankersley, S Yorks (SK3499)  
 30/03/2011 R Rivelin Valley, Sheffield (SK2887) 13 km, 279 days 
DCD371 30/06/2010 3JM Wintersett Reservoir, Wakefield, W Yorks (SE3714)  
 26/03/2011 R Blackburn Meadows NR, S Yorks (SK4192) 23 km, 269 days 
DHT297 04/07/2010 3J Palterton, Derbys (SK4768)  
 11/07/2010 R Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 5 km, 7 days 
BTR283 07/08/2010 3J Bondhay, Whitwell, Derbys (SK5178)  
 10/04/2011 R=M The Avenue NR, Wingerworth, Derbys (SK3967) 17 km, 246 days 
DHT297 04/07/2010 3J Palterton, Derbys (SK4768)  
 11/07/2010 R Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 5 km, 7 days 
CYT406 03/09/2010 3J Ringinglow, Sheffield (SK2883)  
 09/04/2011 R Birley Carr, S Yorks (SK3293) 12 km, 218 days 
 02/06/2011 R Birley Carr, S Yorks (SK3293) 12 km, 272 days 
DLT254 07/10/2010 3 Icklesham, Sussex (TQ8815)  
 18/03/2011 R Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 290 km, 162 days 
 13/05/2011 R=M Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 290 km, 218 days 
DVB407 23/03/2011 5 Renishaw Park, Derbys (SK4378)  
 19/06/2011 X Spinkhill, Derbys (SK4677) 3 km, 88 days 
DVB346 19/07/2011 1 Wisewood, Sheffield  
 01/09/2011 R Lady Canning’s Plantation, Sheffield (SK2883) 8 km, 44 days 
 
WILLOW WARBLER 

 DCN364 31/08/2009 3 Weir Wood Reservoir, W Sussex (TQ3834)  
 10/04/2011 R Bondhay, Whitwell, Derbys (SK5178) 260 km, 1 yr 222 days 
 12/06/2011 R Bondhay, Whitwell, Derbys (SK5178) 260 km, 1 yr 285 days 
CYT822 21/08/2010 3 High Hazels Park, Darnall, South Yorks (SK4088)  
 07/05/2011 R Zwanenwater, Sint Maartensvlotbrug, NETHERLANDS 

52;48N+04;41E 
412 km, 259 days 

GOLDCREST 

 
DEB755 22/03/2011 5M Kilnsea Clays, E Riding of Yorkshire (TA4114)  
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 22/10/2011 R Ringinglow, Sheffield (SK2883) 118 km, 214 days 
 
PIED FLYCATCHER 

 V805470 02/06/2009 1 Priddock Wood, Derbys (SK2086)  
 24/05/2010 R=F Agden, S Yorks (SK2494) 9 km, 356 days 
V764841 06/06/2009 1 North Lees, Derbys (SK2383)  
 21/05/2010 X Gayton, Stafford, Staffs (SJ9828) 60 km, 349 days 
V764842 09/06/2009 1 North Lees, Derbys (SK2383)  
 16/06/2010 XF Derwent Village, Derbys (SK1888) 8 km, 1 yr 7 days 
V764882 11/06/2009 1 North Lees, Derbys  (SK2383)  
 08/06/2010 B Errwood, Goyt Valley, Derbys (SK0174) 24 km, 362 days 
V979308 12/06/2009 1 Ladybower Quarry, Derbys (SK2086)  
 18/05/2011 B=F Outhwaite Wood, Wray, Lancs (SD6065) 100 km, 1 yr 340 days 
X154780 13/06/2009 1 Kinder Bank, Hayfield, Derbys (SK0487)  
 31/05/2010 R=M Priddock Wood, Derbys (SK2086) 9 km, 356 days 
X778285 11/06/2010 1 Edensor, near Bakewell, Derbys (SK2569)  
 21/05/2011 B=F Priddock Wood, Derbys (SK2086) 18 km, 344 days 
X659878 28/05/2011 1 Taxal, Whaley Bridge, Derbys (SK0079)  
 04/07/2011 R Barbrook Plantation, Derbys (SK2774) 27 km, 37 days 
 
LONG-TAILED TIT 

 4M5346 22/06/2002 3J Poolsbrook Marsh, Staveley, Derbys (SK4473)  
 17/01/2010 R Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbys (SK3046) 30 km, 7 yrs 209 days 
4M5374 06/08/2005 3J Poolsbrook Marsh, Staveley, Derbys (SK4473)  
 17/01/2010 R Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbys (SK3046) 30 km, 4 yrs 164 days 
CLA277 13/10/2009 2 Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 20/02/2011 R Bakewell SF, Derbys (SK2465) 10 km, 1 yr 130 days 
 19/04/2011 R Barbrook Plantation, Derbys (SK2774) 1 km, 1 yr 188 days 
3V2081 30/10/2010 2 Carter Lodge, near Ridgeway, Derbys (SK3982)  
 27/02/2011 R The Avenue NR, Wingerworth, Derbys (SK3967) 15 km, 120 days 
3V2086 22/01/2011 4 Carter Lodge, near Ridgeway, Derbys (SK3982)  
 13/11/2011 R The Avenue NR, Wingerworth, Derbys (SK3967) 15 km, 295 days 
DNV312 18/03/2011 4 Lady Canning's Plantation, Sheffield (SK2883)  
 02/06/2011 R High Hazels Park, Sheffield (SK4088) 14 km, 76 days 
 
COAL TIT 

 R607660 30/11/2003 6 Fairholmes, Derwent Valley, Derbys (SK1789)  
 01/04/2011 R Fairholmes, Derwent Valley, Derbys (SK1789) 7 yrs 122 days 
X491425 31/05/2010 1 Priddock Wood, Derbys (SK2086)  
 09/04/2011 XL Yorkshire Bridge, Bamford, Derbys (SK1984) 3 km, 313 days 
V805698 30/06/2010 3J Barbrook Plantation, Derbys (SK2774)  
 03/01/2011 R Woodthorpe Hall, Holmesfield, Derbys (SK3178) 6 km, 187 days 
 
BLUE TIT 

 T355616 11/09/2004 3 Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265)  
 01/10/2010 XF Heath, Derbys (SK4366) 2 km, 6 yrs 20 days 
T689832 20/08/2005 3J Tinsley SF, Sheffield, S Yorks (SK4091)  
 04/03/2010 XF Thorpe Hesley, Rotherham, S Yorks (SK3896) 5 km, 4 yrs 196 days 
X518426 29/05/2009 1 near Curbar, Derbys (SK2674)  
 03/03/2010 XF Curbar, Derbys (SK2574) 1 km, 278 days 
X623399 23/05/2010 1 Baslow, Derbys (SK2572)  
 07/08/2010 XF Freehay, Cheadle, Staffs (SK0241) 39 km, 76 days 
X624970 26/05/2010 1 Locko Near Danesmore, Derbys (SK4263)  
 05/08/2010 XF Lower Plisley, Derbys (SK4163) 1 km, 71 days 
X800075 28/05/2010 1 Woodthorpe Hall, Holmesfield, Derbys (SK3178)  
 01/06/2011 R=F Barbrook Plantation, Derbys (SK2774) 6 km, 1 yr 4 days 
X621860 31/05/2010 1 Priddock Wood, Ladybower, Derbys (SK2086)  
 30/09/2010 R Barbrook Plantation, Derbys (SK2774) 13 km, 122 days 
V536952 03/08/2010 3J Rivelin Filters, Sheffield (SK2886)  
 07/04/2011 XF Rivelin Valley, Sheffield (SK2987) 3 km, 247 days 
L608502 26/09/2010 3F Unstone, Derbys (SK3777)  
 13/11/2010 R Renishaw Park, Derbys (SK4378) 7 km, 48 days 
 
GREAT TIT 

 R607957 16/11/2003 3M Renishaw Park, Derbys (SK4378)  
 18/01/2011 R Renishaw Park, Derbys (SK4378) 7 yrs 63 days 
L175711 19/09/2010 3F Great Scrubbs Wood, Lincs (TF1474)  
 10/10/2010 R Bondhay Farm, Whitwell, Derbys (SK5178) 63 km, 21 days 
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NUTHATCH 

 TJ57675 08/11/2008 3F Fairholmes, Derwent Valley, Derbys (SK1789)  
 01/06/2010 XF Fairholmes, Derbys (SK1789) 1 yr 205 days 
 
MAGPIE 

 ET39143 27/06/2010 3J The Avenue NR, Wingerworth, Derbys (SK3967)  
 14/07/2010 XF New Tupton, Chesterfield, Derbys (SK3965) 2km, 17 days 
 
STARLING 

 CF35229 06/06/1999 3J Treeton SF, S Yorks (SK4387)  
 16/05/2011 // Rotherham, S Yorks (SK4392) 4km, ring only 
LB11710 31/03/2010 6M Lodge Moor, Sheffield (SK3086)  
 22/05/2010 XF Mayfield Valley, S Yorks (SK2984) 3km, 52 days 
CL85797 02/05/2010 4M The Avenue NR, Wingerworth, Derbys (SK3967)  
 09/12/2010 XF Wingerworth, Chesterfield, Derbys (SK3867) 2km, 221 days 
CW81542 29/05/2010 4F Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4669)  
 19/04/2011 XL Bolsover, Derbys (SK4869) 3km, 325 days 
LB11319 10/06/2010 3JF Carr Vale SF, Derbys (SK4669)  
 06/07/2010 XF Brimington, Chesterfield, Derbys (SK4073) 7km, 26 days 
 
TREE SPARROW 
 TL13816 18/06/2009 1 Grange Farm, Belper, Derbys (SK3046)  
 27/09/2010 XF Windley, Derbys (SK3045) 1km, 1 yr 101 days 
X520679 06/02/2010 4 Thrybergh CP, S Yorks (SK4795)  
 27/04/2010 R Westwick, nr Bishop Monkton, N Yorks (SE3466) 71km, 80 days 
L154080 17/02/2010 4 Harlesthorpe, Derbys (SK4976)  
 15/04/2010 XF Near Whitwell, Derby (SK5176) 2km, 57 days 
TL57629 05/08/2010 1 Toadhole Furnace, Derbys (SK3856)  
 01/07/2011 XF Oaks Farm, Moorgreen, Notts (SK4749) 12km, 330 days 
 
CHAFFINCH 

 V980490 28/01/2008 6M Derwent Valley, Derbys (SK1789)  
 09/04/2011 R Stanedge, S Yorkshire (SK2484) 10 km, 3 yrs 71 days 
V979994 24/01/2009 4F Renishaw Park, Derbys (SK4378)  
 29/01/2011 XF Killamarsh, Derbys (SK4580) 3 km, 2 yrs 5 days 
X082741 13/06/2009 5M Lady Canning's Plantation, Sheffield (SK2883)  
 23/11/2010 XF Fulwood, Sheffield (SK3085) 5 km, 1 yr 163 days 
X283465 14/10/2009 3M Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 17/01/2011 XL Whisby, Lincs (SK9068) 63 km, 1 yr 95 days 
X801479 08/08/2010 3J Agden, S Yorks (SK2494)  
 13/09/2010 R Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874) 19 km, 36 days 
Y184175 02/10/2011 3F Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 29/10/2011 R Stanford Reservoir, Northants (SP6080) 100 km, 27 days 
 
GREENFINCH 

 VT93681 12/04/2003 6M Uppertown, Derbys (SK3164)  
 24/04/2010 R Uppertown, Derbys (SK3164) 7 yrs 12 days 
TK64770 26/10/2007 3F The Rea, Upton Magna, Salop (SJ5512)  
 02/08/2010 XF Hollingwood, Chesterfield (SK4174) 106 km, 2 yrs 280 days 
TL56515 13/10/2009 3F Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 07/09/2011 XF Totley, Sheffield (SK3179) 5 km, 1 yr 329 days 
TL56588 13/10/2009 3M Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 30/08/2010 XF Dronfield Woodhouse, Derbys (SK3378) 7 km, 321 days 
TL56170 17/10/2009 3F Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbys (SK3046)  
 08/04/2010 XF Kirk Ireton, Derbys (SK2650) 6 km, 173 days 
TL56749 17/10/2009 3M Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 11/11/2010 XF Cutthorpe, Chesterfield, Derbys (SK3473) 7 km, 1 yr 25 days 
TL56634 18/10/2009 3F Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 23/06/2010 XF Sandybrook, Derbys (SK1747) 30 km, 248 days 
TL56645 18/10/2009 3M Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 17/08/2010 XF Jonnygate, Barlow, Derbys (SK3175) 2 km, 303 days 
TL07376 21/10/2009 3F Birchwood, Warrington (SJ6693)  
 13/10/2010 R Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874) 65 km, 357 days 
TP91226 03/01/2010 6M Great Warford, Cheshire (SJ8078)  
 15/01/2011 XF Wirksworth Moor, Derbys (SK2954) 55 km, 1 yr 12 days 
TL57621 12/06/2010 3J Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265)  
 21/09/2010 R Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874) 17 km, 112 days 
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TL57559 30/06/2010 3JF Uppertown, Derbys (SK3164)  
 20/10/2010 R Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874) 12 km, 112 days 
TC04548 27/08/2010 4M Norton, Sheffield (SK3581)  
 04/03/2011 R Great Warford, Cheshire (SJ8078) 56 km, 189 days 
TL56439 14/10/2010 3F Shirebrook Valley, Sheffield (SK4184)  
 28/10/2010 XF Highlane, Derbys (SK4082) 3 km, 14 days 
TJ57150 17/10/2010 3M Stanedge, S Yorks (SK2484)  
 23/10/2010 R Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874) 10 km, 6 days 
TJ57156 17/10/2010 3F Stanedge, S Yorks (SK2484)  
 06/11/2010 XF Fulwood, Sheffield (SK3085) 6 km, 20 days 
TJ57173 17/10/2010 3F Stanedge, S Yorks (SK2484)  
 27/06/2011 XF Long Duckmanton, Derbys (SK4471) 24 km, 253 days 
TR14905 23/10/2010 3M Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 19/09/2011 XF Streetly, Sutton Coldfield, W Midlands (SP0898) 79 km, 331 days 
TR14989 27/10/2010 4M Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 14/11/2010 XF Bradway, Sheffield (SK3280) 8 km, 18 days 
VS48454 13/10/2011 4M Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 15/12/2011 R Norton, Sheffield (SK3682) 10 km, 2 days 
 
GOLDFINCH 

 N855368 13/03/2002 5F Upperthorpe, Sheffield (SK3488)  
 23/06/2010 XF Near Hillsborough, Sheffield (SK3389) 2 km, 8 yrs 102 days 
V536142 18/10/2009 3 High Hazels Park, Darnall, Sheffield (SK4088)  
 20/06/2010 R=F Catterick Garrison, N Yorks (SE1798) 112 km, 245 days 
V536145 18/10/2009 3 High Hazels Park, Darnall, Sheffield (SK4088)  
 20/02/2010 R=F Carter Lodge, near Ridgeway, Derbys (SK3982) 6 km, 125 days 
X199674 01/03/2010 5M Sandwich Bay Estate, Kent (TR3657)  
 20/06/2010 XF Worm Hill, Derbys (SK1274) 311 km, 111 days 
L453384 21/08/2010 3J The Avenue NR, Wingerworth, Derbys (SK3967)  
 27/08/2010 XF Wingerworth, Derbys (SK3867) 1 km, 6 days 
L453398 21/08/2010 6M The Avenue NR, Wingerworth, Derbys (SK3967)  
 27/10/2010 XF Hasland, Chesterfield, Derbys (SK3968) 1 km, 67 days 
L609594 29/10/2010 3M Fairholmes, Derwent Valley, Derbys (SK1789)  
 14/12/2010 R Lackford Lakes SWT Reserve, Suffolk (TL7970) 201 km, 46 days 
 
SISKIN 

 V130228 04/04/2006 6F Dronfield, Derbys (SK3578)  
 17/03/2011 R Humshaugh, Northumberland (NY9271) 198 km, 4 yrs 347 days 
V980014 23/11/2007 4F Ouzelden, Derbys (SK1590)  
 30/07/2010 XL Appin, Argyll & Bute (NM9244) 418 km, 2 yrs 249 days 
V944469 08/09/2008 3M Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 28/03/2010 R Kurdola, Kragero, Telemark, NORWAY  

58°58'N 9°16'E 
923 km, 1 yr 201 days 

X482891 07/01/2009 6M Berkhamsted, Herts (SP9808)  
 11/06/2009 R Fairholmes, Derwent Valley, Derbys (SK1789) 198 km, 155 days 
 17/07/2010 R Fairholmes, Derwent Valley, Derbys (SK1789) 198 km, 1 yr 191 days 
X819639 27/06/2010 3J Drayton Pond, Clumber Park, Notts (SK7363)  
 01/09/2011 R Lady Canning’s Plantation, Sheffield (SK2883) 37 km, 1 yr 66 days 
L711260 01/02/2011 6M Dronfield, Derbys (SK3578)  
 08/03/2011 R Torwood Lodge, Lockerbie, Dumfries & Galloway 

(NY1282) 
237 km, 35 days 

X658827 03/03/2011 5F Stalybridge, Gtr Manchester (SJ9698)  
 25/04/2011 R Fairholmes, Derwent Valley, Derbys (SK1789) 23 km, 53 days 
L765644 06/03/2011 6M Wyre Forest, Worcs (SO7474)  
 18/03/2011 R Ringinglow, Sheffield (SK2883) 121 km, 12 days 
 
LESSER REDPOLL 

 T529849 27/11/2005 4M Rother Valley CP, S Yorks (SK4582)  
 14/05/2011 R Watercombe Water Works, Cornwood, Devon (SX6261) 370 km, 5 yrs 168 days 
V536429 06/10/2007 4M Agden, S Yorks (SK2494)  
 27/03/2010 R Ringinglow, S Yorks (SK2883) 12 km, 2 yrs 172 days 
X082491 24/09/2008 3M Ramsley Reservoir, Derbys (SK2874)  
 11/03/2010 R Thetford, Norfolk (TL8582) 182 km, 1 yr 168 days 
X083120 26/09/2008 4M Ramsley Res, Derbyshire (SK5874)  
 07/02/2010 R South Stoke, near Goring, Oxon (SU5983) 195 km, 1 yr 133 days 
X397361 06/10/2008 3 Cauldwell Hall Farm, Hollesley, Suffolk (TM3745)  
 17/10/2010 R=M High Hazels Park, Sheffield (SK4088) 243 km, 2 yrs 11 days 
X083448 08/10/2008 3 Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
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 03/04/2011 R Brandon, Norfolk (TL7987) 175 km, 2 yrs 177 days 
V805928 09/10/2008 3F Blackburn Meadows NR, S Yorks (SK4192)  
 02/01/2010 R Hamilton, Strathclyde (NS7254) 312 km, 1 yr 85 days 
X083569 09/10/2008 3 Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 05/05/2010 R Dubs Moss, Cumbria (NY1029) 194 km, 1 yr 208 days 
V764655 11/10/2008 3 Doe Lea, Derbys (SK4566)  
 10/05/2009 R=F near Budby South Forest, Budby, Notts (SK6269) 19 km, 211 days 
X083654 12/10/2008 4M Ramsley Reservoir, Derbys (SK2874)  
 06/02/2010 R High Hazels Park, Darnall, Sheffield (SK4088) 18 km, 1 yr 117 days 
X083892 17/10/2008 3 Ramsley Reservoir, Derbys (SK2874)  
 20/02/2010 R High Hazels Park, Darnall, Sheffield (SK4088) 18 km, 1 yr 126 days 
X282005 17/10/2008 3 Ramsley Reservoir, Derbys (SK2874)  
 26/09/2010 R=M Easter Inch Moss, Blackburn, West Lothian (NT0066) 317 km, 1 yr 344 days 
X282039 17/10/2008 3 Ramsley Reservoir, Derbys (SK2874)  
 17/10/2010 R Roudsea Wood, Haverthwaite, Cumbria (SD3382) 144 km, 2 yrs 0 days 
X282045 17/10/2008 3 Ramsley Reservoir, Derbys (SK2874)  
 17/04/2010 R=F Uppertown, Derbys (SK3164) 12 km, 1 yr 182 days 
 14/03/2011 R Uppertown, Derbys (SK3164) 12 km, 2 yrs 148 days 
X282177 17/10/2008 3 Ramsley Reservoir, Derbys (SK2874)  
 17/01/2010 R High Hazels Park, Darnall, Sheffield (SK4088) 18 km, 1 yr 92 days 
X282273 22/10/2008 3 Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 02/01/2011 R Hamilton, South Lanarks (NS7254) 320 km, 2 yrs 72 days 
X282322 22/10/2008 4M Ramsley Reservoir, Derbys (SK2874)  
 10/02/2010 R Birches Valley Forestry, Staffs (SK0217) 63 km, 1 yr 111 days 
X412958 22/10/2008 3 Beachy Head, E Sussex (TV5996)  
 15/10/2010 R=M Lady Canning's Plantation, Sheffield (SK2883) 315 km, 1 yr 358 days 
X282493 31/10/2008 3M Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 04/08/2010 B Sanda Island, Kintyre, Argyll & Bute (NR7204) 342 km, 1 yr 277 days 
X071345 05/04/2009 6M Market Drayton, Salop (SJ6733)  
 03/06/2010 R Barbrook Plantation, Derbys (SK2774) 73 km, 1 yr 59 days 
X620814 12/09/2009 4F Ramsley Res, Derbys  (SK2874)  
 16/03/2010 R Newent Woods Glasshouse, Glos (SO7022) 163 km, 185 days 
X621212 01/10/2009 3 Ramsley Res, Derbys  (SK2874)  
 16/11/2010 R=M Greystoke Forest, Cumbria (NY3933) 181 km, 1 yr 46 days 
X621263 05/10/2009 3 Williamthorpe, Derbys  (SK4265)  
 08/08/2010 R Bron Bannog, Clocaenog Forest, Denbighshire (SJ0352) 140 km, 307 days 
V536222 14/12/2009 3M High Hazels Park, Darnall, Sheffield (SK4088)  
 13/06/2010 R Damhead Farm, Carluke, S Lanarks (NS9051) 302 km, 181 days 
V536228 14/12/2009 3M High Hazels Park, Darnall, Sheffield (SK4088)  
 15/11/2010 R=M Grand Rechain, Liege, BELGIUM 

50°36'N 5°49'E 
583 km, 336 days 

X519093 20/02/2010 5F High Hazels Park, Darnall, Sheffield (SK4088)  
 04/04/2010 R Catterick Garrison, N Yorks (SE1798) 111 km, 43 days 
V676597 05/05/2010 4M Glenstockadale, Stranraer, Dumfries & Galloway 

(NX0061) 
 

 14/11/2010 R Shirebrook Valley, Sheffield (SK4184) 298 km, 193 days 
X629762 21/07/2010 3J Belmont, Bolton (SD6716)  
 03/07/2011 R=F Lady Canning's Plant'n, Sheffield (SK2883) 70 km, 347 days 
V025017 08/08/2010 3J Catterick Garrison, N Yorks (SE1798)  
 25/09/2010 R Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874) 123 km, 48 days 
L610150 18/09/2010 3 Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 03/11/2010 R Sandwich Bay Estate, Kent (TR3657) 301 km, 46 days 
L608053 04/10/2010 3M Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 08/10/2010 R High Hazels Park, Sheffield (SK4088) 18 km, 4 days 
L608159 07/10/2010 3 Ramsley Res, Derbys (SK2874)  
 19/11/2010 R=M Stanley Common, W Sussex (SU8631) 251 km, 43 days 
L031291 07/11/2010 4M High Hazels Park, Darnall, S Yorks (SK4088)  
 10/03/2011 XF Darnall, S Yorks (SK4088) 0 km, 123 days 
L031341 14/11/2010 3 High Hazels Park, Darnall, S Yorks (SK4088)  
 06/03/2011 R=F Bessacarr, S Yorks (SE6200) 25 km, 112 days 
L031365 14/11/2010 3M High Hazels Park, Darnall, S Yorks (SK4088)  
 11/03/2011 R Haddon Hall, Suffolk (TM2747) 235 km, 117 days 
L661712 20/11/2010 3 Icklesham, E Sussex (TQ8815)  
 30/10/2011 R=M High Hazels Park, Darnall, S Yorks (SK4088) 310 km, 344 days 
L237467 16/06/2011 1 Bucka Hill, Derbys (SK2877)  
 22/07/2011 R Barbrook Plantation, Derbys (SK2774) 3 km, 36 days 
L878651 24/09/2011 3F Denaby Ings NR, Cadeby, S Yorks (SE5000)  
 01/10/2011 R Agden Crossroads, Sheffield (SK2494) 27 km, 7 days 
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BULLFINCH 

 V536354 26/09/2009 3J Agden, S Yorks (SK2494)  
 09/04/2011 R=M Birley Carr, S Yorks (SK3293) 8 km, 1 yr 195 days 
X621935 29/10/2009 3F Tankersley, S Yorks (SK3499)  
 21/03/2011 XF Grenoside, Sheffield (SK3293) 6 km, 1 yr 143 days 
X520609 15/11/2009 3F The Avenue NR, Wingerworth, Derbys (SK3967)  
 24/05/2010 XF Darnall, Sheffield (SK4087) 21 km, 190 days 
L256592 27/06/2011 5M Pitsford Reservoir, Northants (SP7669)  
 13/07/2011 R Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 102 km, 16 days 
 
REED BUNTING 

 V980573 21/06/2009 3J Poolsbrook Marsh, Derbys (SK4473)  
 28/01/2011 R Barsham Marshes, Suffolk (TM4090) 212 km, 1 yr 221 days 
X518875 06/07/2009 3J Palterton, Derbys (SK4768)  
 30/12/2010 R near Bestwood, Notts (SK5549) 21 km, 1 yr 177 days 
X887253 15/10/2009 3F South Walney, Barrow-in-Furness. Cumbria (SD2161)  
 31/10/2010 R Blackburn Meadows NR. Sheffield (SK4192) 138 km, 1 yr 16 days 
X084437 24/07/2010 4M North Anston, S Yorks (SK5284)  
 12/02/2011 R Bolehill Flash, Treeton, S Yorks (SK4387) 10 km, 203 days 
L031930 08/08/2010 3J Palterton, Derbys (SK4768)  
 10/11/2010 R=M Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 5 km, 94 days 
X623337 17/04/2011 5F Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbys (SK3046)  
 30/10/2011 R Williamthorpe, Derbys (SK4265) 23 km, 196 days 

 
Age/Sex Codes

1 = ringed as nestling  

2 = born anytime including present year  

3 = born present year  

4 = born anytime but not present year  

5 = born previous year  

6 = born anytime but not this year or previous year  

7 = born two years before  

8 = hatched three or more years ago.      

F or M = sexed male or female.   

Recovery symbols are as follows: 

R = caught & released, by ringer  

RR = sight record by ringer  

V = caught and released (non ringer)  

VV = sight record (non-ringer)  

X = found dead  

XF = freshly dead  

XL = long dead     

+ = killed by man  

+F = killed by man – fresh  

B = caught and released by ringer – nesting     

S = sick or injured, not known to have been released 

SR = sick or injured, released with ring  

// = finding circumstances unknown  

 
David Williams 
 
�
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Redpolls migrating through NE Derbyshire and South 
Yorkshire 

 
Ringers operating as part of Sorby Breck Ringing Group have increasingly 
focused their autumn ringing on the moorland fringe areas of the Peak District 
and as a result have ringed increasingly large numbers of Lesser Redpolls. A 
pattern of movement has been repeated over subsequent years enabling 
trends to be discussed through this article. 
 
It is clear from controlled birds that many Lesser Redpolls originate from their 
breeding areas in North West Scotland, and this is reinforced by the 
composition of the catches which includes predominantly juvenile birds. 
These can range from recently fledged young with their flecked and streaked 
body feathers and lack of a ‘poll’, to juveniles in the final stages of body moult 
with occasional males having some red feathers on both their rump and 
breast. 
 

 
Clockwise from left: adult male (4M), juvenile in post-juvenile moult (3JP) and juvenile having 
undergone post-juvenile moult (moult code 3O) 
 
Mixed in with these northern birds recaptured redpolls prove that amongst 
them are more locally bred birds. It appears that the small flocks increase in 
numbers reaching on occasion up to a thousand birds observed on some 
years, no doubt their calls serving to pick up other Lesser Redpolls as they 
make their journeys south west. The tape lures we use to catch the birds for 
ringing enable catches of over 300 to be processed during a single morning to 
be repeated over following days with rarely any birds caught a second time. It 
creates a picture of waves of movement increasingly more frantic in terms of 
the number of redpolls involved as the year progresses. 
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Ringing recoveries show that Lesser Redpolls may end their movements in 
our ringing area attracted by the many reclamation sites now replanted with 
their Birch and Alder plantations. The general topography of our ringing area 
has a west to east downward gradient where the moorland at 1000ft. drops in 
a relatively short distance to just 100ft. lowland sites. These include High 
Hazels in Sheffield, Rother Valley Country Park, Doe Lea and Williamthorpe, 
which are examples of lowland sites with long staying Lesser Redpoll flocks 
present throughout the winter. Ringing recaptures confirm this and also show 
that individuals amongst them were ringed during the previous October at one 
of our moorland ringing sites. It is wise to see each year as capable of 
producing its own movement dynamics with some commonality of intention 
from year to year. Lack, P. (1986) considered the winter distribution of the 
Redpoll throughout Britain and Ireland determined by the presence or 
absence of birch trees. Clearly poor food supply will result in Redpolls leaving 
Britain.  Ringing recoveries from long-stayers confirm the same North West 
Scottish origin with erratic movement shown during times of severe weather 
conditions, whilst most moorland ringed Lesser Redpolls head quickly to the 
south coast and beyond maintaining a south easterly direction. Examples 
being recovered just four days later on the south coast provide evidence of 
the urgency of movement with speculation that as the moorland habitat comes 
to an end the birds make longer flights, no doubt being directed by adult birds 
looking for suitable feeding habitat perhaps making the journey for a second 
or third time. The data produces generalisations with changes from year to 
year; a single map of recoveries looks confusing as our ringing area is in the 
middle of their intended journey for many of the birds we ring. 

 
 
Figure 1.Distribution of Sorby Breck Ringing Group Lesser Redpoll recoveries in 2008  
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The origin of the birds is evidenced by Lesser Redpolls recaptured in the 
breeding seasons following. Recoveries also confirm a more easterly return to 
Scotland with birds recovered in Nottinghamshire as they move northward. 
The data is mainly ringer generated as birds are caught by other ringers, 
some of them intercepting redpolls as they feed in gardens feeding on nyger 
seed placed there. Lesser Redpolls feeding on feeders is a recent but growing 
practice which is worth further monitoring by birdwatchers. Garden feeding 
may allow more Redpolls to overwinter following trends established by 
Siskins, another tree seed feeder when Alder seeds they favour are dropped 
from their cones. The emerging pattern asks whether we are looking at 
dispersal or the migration more to do with their feeding ecology as the weights 
of birds that stay in our area during winter have comparable body weights 
(from data provided by other ringers). 
 
Geoff Mawson 
 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
Woodthorpe Hall Farm 

A new ringing site 
 
When looking for a ringing site of my own in readiness for when I progressed 
to a 'C' permit, I was fortunate to be given permission to ring in the small 
orchard at Woodthorpe Hall Farm. I had previously been given permission to 
put nest boxes up in Holmesfield Park Wood and at Woodthorpe Hall Farm 
and at the same time given permission to ring Swallows at Woodthorpe Hall 
as well as at the farm. 

 
The orchard (left) 
 
I started ringing in the 
orchard in late 
November 2010 and 
on my first two visits 
was accompanied by 
Geoff to whom I am 
very grateful for his 
advice and support. 
Between late 
November and early 

April I ringed at the site on 11 occasions, with one day in particular being quite 
memorable. Geoff had asked if he could bring a student to ring at the farm as 
she had had little experience of ringing in this country and was soon to start a 
study of House Sparrows on Lundy Island. The day produced 52 birds and 11 
species including Nuthatch, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Tree Sparrow and a 
beautiful adult male Brambling. Added to that, a pair of Mandarin Ducks was 
spotted prospecting for a nest site in a large ash tree in a corner of the 
orchard. 
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As I had initially viewed the orchard 
as a winter feeding and ringing site, I 
concentrated on nest recording and 
pullus ringing around the farm and at 
other sites from early April. I put up 4 
nest boxes for Tree Sparrows but 
these were ignored in favour of 
crevices in the farm buildings. Of the 
10 nest boxes for tit species, 3 of the 
5 in the orchard were used by Blue 
Tits and all 5 in the wood were used 
by Blue Tits. This year these nest 
boxes produced an average brood 

size of 8.4, slightly down on the previous year's average of 8.7. In 2010 I 
ringed 35 Swallow chicks with the average brood size being 4.4, this year 55 
chicks were ringed and the average brood size was much lower at 3.6. This 
year the last Swallow chicks were ringed on 19th August, almost a month 
earlier than the last ones in 2010 which were ringed on 14th September. 
 
This year, three broods of 
Collared Doves have been 
ringed from nests high up in 
the open barns. Towards the 
end of July I saw 3 
Blackcaps in the orchard 
which prompted me to put 
up a couple of nets and 
during the next 3 ringing 
sessions I caught Blackcap, 
Willow Warbler and 
Chiffchaff, so in future I intend to ring in the orchard year round. 
 

September and October were good 
months for Greenfinch with a total of 103 
caught and 36 caught in one morning. 
Redpoll and Siskin can be heard in and 
around the orchard but none, as yet, have 
been caught. Considering the number of 
birds attracted to the feeders I had always 
expected to catch a Sparrowhawk but I 
had to wait almost a year before finding 
one in the net. Not surprisingly, the two 
most numerous species caught have been 
Blue Tit and Great Tit but I have been 
surprised to find third place goes to the 
Greenfinch. 
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One of the many attractions of this site is the feeling that something unusual 
could turn up at any time. Below is a list of the species and numbers caught 
during this first year's ringing in the orchard. 
 

Species New Retrap Control Pullus 

1 Blue Tit 225 68   94 

2 Coal Tit 16 10 1   

3 Great Tit 152 32     

4 Long-tailed Tit 11 1     

5 Tree Sparrow 7       

6 Blackbird 7 2     

7 Dunnock 16 3     

8 Robin 13 3     

9 Wren 10 3     

10 Great Spotted Woodpecker 5 2     

11 Treecreeper 1       

12 Nuthatch 9 5     

13 Chaffinch 24       

14 Bullfinch 1       

15 Swallow       90 

16 Greenfinch 114       

17 Goldfinch 33 3     

18 Brambling 1       

19 Blackcap 5       

20 Willow Warbler 2       

21 Collared Dove 1     6 

22 Chiffchaff 4       

23 House Sparrow 8 1     

24 Magpie 2       

25 Goldcrest 1       

26 Sparrowhawk 1       

   Grand Total 669 133 1 190 

 
Mark Jeffery 
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My observations on Tawny Owls 
Why nest boxes? 

 
Tawny Owls historically nest in cavities in 
trees and these sites have become less 
readily available due to woodland 
management. Cavities, large enough for a 
Tawny Owl pair to raise their young, form 
when large tree branches die off and rot back 
into the trunk. Some form when the tree 
interior itself rots. However, the increasing risk 
of falling branches on humans, buildings, 
roads, cattle or sheep, result in branches 
being cut with a chain saw. As a result no 
holes are formed meaning there are fewer 
natural nest sites. In addition, squirrels will 
move into holes to breed earlier than the owls 
and squirrels bring in sticks and leaves to 
build their dray in the hole, all material which 
an owl cannot remove. If they cannot find a 

suitable nesting cavity, Tawny Owls will use old nests of other species. Often 
an abandoned crow's nest will be used. However open nests are not a 
particularly safe place for young Tawny Owls. Crow nests, for example, are 
not large and have a shallow bowl, if any at all, and over time they deteriorate 
and become even less suitable. 
 
Different species have different ways of dealing 
with inherent nest hygiene problems. Some 
species for example, remove droppings of their 
chicks in their beak and drop them away from 
the nest. A Tawny Owl chick, from about 10 
days old, will walk backwards until it bumps 
against the side of the nest hole and proceed to 
do its business there. In an open nest it could, 
and often does, walk backwards until it falls off 
the edge. Another reason why young Tawny 
chicks fall from open nests is that they can be 
accidentally dislodged during the ensuing 
activity when a parent returns with food. This in 
itself is not a major problem to a young owl but 
a dislodged owlet is always vulnerable and 
much safer in a cavity. Occasionally Tawny 
Owls will nest on the floor facing all the 
associated dangers. Nest boxes can be used highly successfully to overcome 
this lack of natural cavities. 

 
Nest boxes allow a reliable and consistent way of sampling breeding 
performance in a study area, although the results may not be representative 
of breeding populations in natural sites. So what do we need to consider 
before we put up our boxes? The obvious place to start is to question whether 
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Tawny Owls are already nearby. You will hear them most often from dusk until 
dawn and mainly around the breeding time, but typically they will start calling 
in the autumn. They are mostly a sedentary species usually travelling only a 
few kilometres in their entire lives. This is often when they are young birds 
dispersing from the nest, so if there are none locally there may be a good 
reason why a nest box would be unsuccessful, most probably due to a lack of 
adequate food. Tawny Owl territories vary in size, they will usually return to 
last year's nest site if they were successful. Tawny Owls with good natural 
nest sites may be reluctant to relocate to boxes. Good hunting habitat is 
essential to the success of your nest box; field margins, set aside farmland 
and woodland cover are ideal. We also have nest boxes situated in parkland 
and large gardens, but they are surrounded by those important habitats where 
the Tawny Owls find their prey. We should also consider what happens if, for 
example, you move away or are no longer able to maintain the nest box. 
Unfortunately, unlike boxes for smaller species our best advice is that a large 
owl box should not be left up if there is no guarantee that it will be maintained 
properly. 
 
Types of nest box 
 

There is an apparent 
problem with many of the 
boxes that are sold for 
Tawny Owl use. Despite 
many retailers claiming that 
their boxes are built to 
designs approved by the 
RSPB and BTO, they skimp 
on the recommended side 
dimensions, resulting in 
boxes that are too small. 
Don't buy a box with 
external side dimensions 

less than 25cm. Internal dimensions corner to corner should not be less than 
30 cm. It is much better for a box to have a ledge by the hole. Despite this, 
our barrels don't afford such luxury and have served their purpose very well 
for many years. Ringers should consider both maintenance and the ringing of 
the young owls in deciding which size of box or barrel to use. Most of the 
boxes I have inherited are 25 litre barrels with a letter box cut in them, which 
are then filled with approx 10cm of leaf litter, conifer needles or woodchip, in 
order that the female can make a scrape. There are plenty of designs to make 
your own boxes available on the internet, but please bear in mind the critical 
internal corner to corner dimensions of a minimum of 30cm. We refresh this 
litter in the early spring when we are checking for squirrels being in residence. 
We remove old squirrel dreys. 
 
Positioning your box 
Boxes should face NE or SE, if exposed to the elements. Typically, suggested 
height is between 10-12ft off the ground as owls tend to be low flying birds, 
but any boxes that may be subject to human interference should be 
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positioned higher than this. Be wary of not siting boxes too high, either for 
safe access by ringers or to attract Jackdaws. It is recommended not to site 
your box where there is a lot of human activity. Boxes will need to be cleared 
of unwanted squatters, namely squirrels, annually. We do this in late 
January/early February, so make sure it’s relatively accessible for you. It is 
sensible to check your boxes are still well attached to the tree at this time. We 
use a trap with mesh at the end to catch the squirrels. They run out towards 
the light and become trapped, whereupon we release them in the near 
vicinity. 
 
Sometimes we find other 
species using the boxes, 
including Little Owl, 
Mandarin Duck (so far only 
in natural sites), Stock 
Dove and Collared Dove. 
Always make sure you are 
prepared with rings and 
pliers for other species that 
may have moved in. Unlike 
Barn Owls, Tawny Owls 
(also Little Owl and Long 
Eared Owl) will 'branch' or 
leave the nest at 3-4 
weeks. It is best to bear this in mind when installing your boxes to give the 
young birds somewhere to 'branch' to. Boxes may not be used immediately 
but if a natural site is lost the box may be used in the future and should be 
checked each season and made ready each spring. In our experience, Tawny 
Owls are likely to change boxes if a choice is available. Appropriate health 
and safety issues should be considered when climbing to erect a nest box and 
when nest visits are made. This final comment is the subject of a whole new 
article for the future! 
 

I have written this article on Tawny Owls at the 
gentle insistence of Sean Ashton. It is not meant 
to be a finished item but a working document and 
I would appreciate input both to ensure its 
accuracy and to make it as comprehensive as 
possible. The ideas expressed herein are my 
own. 
 
Tawny Owl chick (left) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mike Price�
�
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A new Constant Effort Site on the moorland fringe 
 
Lady Canning’s Plantation, at Ringinglow, is a stand of fairly mature conifers, 
occupying about 50 hectares on the south-western edge of Sheffield.  Being 
fringed by moorland and farmland and with an area of willow scrub and damp 
heath along the northern edge, the plantation offers a valuable mix of habitat 
for birds in an otherwise somewhat inhospitable landscape. 
   
I have ringed at Lady Canning’s Plantation since 2008, concentrating on the 
autumn migration of Meadow Pipits and ringing at a feed site and scrub 
through the autumn, winter and early spring months.  I had not regularly 
ringed the site during the main breeding season but, at the end of 2010, I 
registered the site as a Constant Effort Site (CES) and all that was about to 
change. 
 
The area chosen for the CES was a couple of patches of Willow/thorn scrub 
surrounded by bracken and heather and I limited the number of nets to 5 so 
that the site could be managed by one person.  The total length of net was 
220 feet.  In contrast to the other 2 CES run by the group, I elected to start 
each of the 12 CES sessions at daybreak rather than at a fixed time, which 
made for some early starts. 
 
So, on the 4th May 2011, I arrived on site at 4.45am wondering what the 
morning would bring.  It brought a very pleasant ringing session with 27 birds 
of nine species being ringed.  Not surprisingly for an upland site, 10 Willow 
Warbler were a sign of things to come.  Each subsequent visit produced good 
numbers of birds with plenty of variety.  In addition to the ringing, I was able to 
enjoy the treats of the moorland fringe in late spring, listening to Cuckoos 
singing, Grasshopper Warblers reeling and Curlews displaying overhead. 

 
A surprising number of Siskins (left) were 
caught in the willow scrub including 
juveniles later in the CES. 
 
Although I expected good numbers 
of Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff and 
Blackcap, some of the other species 
that featured in good numbers were 
a welcome surprise.  These included 
Bullfinch, Siskin and Garden 
Warbler.  The CES also produced 3 
new species for the site; 
Whitethroat, Spotted Flycatcher and 
Lesser Whitethroat.  The addition of 
the 2 Whitethroat species to the site 

list means that Reed Warbler is the only common warbler not to have been 
ringed there.  Not bad for a moorland site at 370m above sea level. 
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All in all, the 12 visits produced 388 birds (after discounting retraps of birds 
caught earlier in the CES) of 25 species (see table below). 
 
 

Species Adult Juvenile Not aged Total 

Blackbird 6 2 8 

Blackcap 9 27 36 

Blue Tit 4 7 11 

Bullfinch 20 9 29 

Chaffinch 1 1 

Chiffchaff 3 35 38 

Coal Tit 1 1 2 

Dunnock 7 17 24 

Garden Warbler 6 1 1 8 

Goldcrest 5 5 

Goldfinch 11 11 

Great Tit 4 4 8 

Jay 1 1 

Lesser Redpoll 2 1 3 

Lesser Whitethroat 1 1 

Reed Bunting 4 4 

Robin 6 18 24 

Sedge Warbler 2 2 

Siskin 13 2 15 

Song Thrush 3 3 6 

Spotted Flycatcher 1 1 

Treecreeper 1 1 

Whitethroat 4 4 

Willow Warbler 38 87 125 

Wren 2 17 1 20 

Grand Total 140 246 2 388 

 
    Table 1.Total number of unique individuals caught during the CES 

 
 
The CES is split into 12 visits, the purpose of the first 6 visits being to 
measure adult survival and the last 6 visits are to measure productivity based 
on the number of juveniles caught.  This is in fact a fairly accurate split as 
demonstrated by the figure overleaf, as juveniles are not caught in numbers 
until session 6.  Adults are caught in each visit but the numbers tail off during 
the CES. 
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As this is only the first year of the CES at Ringinglow, it is not possible to 
comment on any trends.  However, some interesting comparisons can already 
be made with the preliminary national results.  Willow Warblers arrived in 
large numbers, nationally, but had a relatively poor season in terms of 
productivity.  This was reflected by my own results with 38 adult birds being 
caught to 87 juveniles, a ratio of just 2.3 juveniles per adult. 
 
On the other hand Bullfinch had a good year, nationally, both in terms of adult 
survival and productivity.  In contrast, at Lady Canning’s 20 adult birds were 
caught but only 9 juveniles.  Perhaps the adults caught in good numbers 
during the early sessions were passing through. 
 

Spotted Flycatcher 
(left) a welcome find in 
the first net round of 
session 10 and a new 
species for the site and 
my trainee, Michael. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Although running a CES is a commitment, the information obtained about your 
own site is fascinating and I can’t wait to see what 2012 brings.  Thanks go to 
Michael, Kevin and Ian for their help in running the CES. 

 
Sean Ashton 
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Return to the Akamas 
A holiday ringing in Cyprus, April 2011 

 

 
 
Endemic Cyprus Wheatear 
 
When I was invited by Geoff Mawson to join him on his annual ringing trip with 
Steve Samworth to the beautiful Akamas peninsula jutting out from western 
Cyprus, I had little hesitation in accepting. After a thirteen year hiatus since 
my first expedition to Aphrodite’s Isle in 1998 with other members of SBRG, I 
felt the invitation might just be the catalyst I needed to re-kindle my interest in 
ringing. 

 
Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler (left) 
 
Looking back over my report of that 
inaugural visit to the Akamas 
peninsula, I realised this year’s visit 
would be over the same second 
week in April.  Then, I had enjoyed 
the privilege of ringing 8 new bird 
species including a Nightingale, one 
of the local Spanish Sparrows, a 
delicate Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler, a 
handsome Red-backed Shrike, a 

dowdy Corn Bunting, a staring Eastern Orphean Warbler, the endemic Cyprus 
Wheatear and my personal holy grail, the ghostly pale Eastern Olivaceous 
Warbler. 
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Eastern Olivaceous Warbler (right) 
 
As well as these gems, I 
remembered the pressure of ringing 
90 Blackcaps in a morning, with the 
luxury of comparing Nightingale and 
Thrush Nightingale in the hand and 
the mere chance to inspect Masked 
Shrike and Cretzchmar’s Bunting, 
even it wasn’t my turn to actually ring 
these birds. 
 
This year’s experiences were to be no less surprising and thrilling at the same 
time. The birds this year did feature Blackcaps in smaller numbers, but the 
ringing was dominated by a fall of ‘black and white flycatchers’. The spectacle 
of these gorgeous birds flitting from every branch in the orchard at Ayios 
Minas was only matched by the sheer delight of ringing them. Whilst the 
spring males were gloriously obvious, the females provided lots of interest 
and puzzlement and were the subject of many a digital snapshot. Hopefully 
Steve will be able to make sense of his extensive portfolio and produce a 
guide to these birds for future trips, if not the wider birding community. 

 
Collared Flycatcher (left) 
 
As in 1998, I managed 8 new ringing ticks, 
including the species pair, Collared and 
Semi-collared Flycatchers, a spectacular 
Hoopoe, a ‘serious-looking’ Serin, a 
delicate Wood Sandpiper, a diminutive 
Little Bittern, a colourful Ortolan Bunting 
and my personal favourite, a secretive 
Savi’s Warbler. 
 
 
 

Hoopoe (right) 
 
Despite this year’s gems, the ringing 
was hard at times. That is, unless you 
enjoy getting up at 4am every morning 
(which is 2am our time) to put up nets in 
the dark where the terrain is seriously 
‘challenging’ underfoot. However, these 
minor inconveniences were more than 
made up by the pleasure of ringing birds 
in a gloriously picturesque environment 
with like-minded people determined to 
catch and ring birds on their migration 
north. The possibility of ringing yet more of these sorts of birds and further 
new species would certainly lure me back again as it does Geoff and Steve 
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year after year. I know they would welcome other members of SBRG to join 
them to sample the delights of the Akamas. 
 

 
Subalpine Warbler 

 
Little Crake 

 
Whinchat 
 
Tony Sinnott�
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A weekend with SCAN �

 
On Friday 30th September, Bryn and I travelled to North Wales to spend a 
weekend wader ringing with SCAN. Steve Dodd had invited us to stay at his 
house together with three other visitors and we duly arrived at 19.00 hrs. By 
20.30 hrs we had set off to collect the mist netting equipment from Steve's 
store before meeting up with other visiting ringers at the ringing site. High tide 
was expected at about midnight and well before that time we had set up one 
line of three nets, one line of two nets and one single net. The night's catch 
consisted of 13 Curlews, 3 Lapwings, 3 Dunlin, 1 Mallard, 1 Teal and 
approximately 36 Redshanks. After returning the mist netting equipment back 
to the store and loading Steve's car with the cannon netting equipment for 
later that day, we went back to Steve and Rachel's house and to bed at 03.00 
hrs. 
 
By 08.00 hrs we were up and getting ready to leave at 08.45 hrs to set up 
three cannon nets for Oystercatcher close to where we had mist netted the 
previous night. At 12.30 hrs, just before high tide, one net was fired and 448 
Oystercatchers were caught. Everyone rushed to the net and in a well 
coordinated effort, the net and the birds were moved further up the shingle 
beach. Those in the team who were experienced in extracting waders began 
to clear the net, passing birds to "runners" who then took them to the holding 
pens. When the number of birds to be extracted was down to about 30 other 
members of the team were given the opportunity to extract a few birds if they 
wished. With all the birds in the holding pens it was time for a quick bite to eat 
before starting the ringing and processing. Initially, the birds were ringed only 
and then released but after about 150 birds had been ringed the team split 
into two groups. A team of three people did all the processing after the other 
team had ringed / re-ringed and aged the birds. By the time we had taken 
some of the equipment back to the store and returned to the house it was 
18.00 hrs. Those of us staying with Steve and Rachel went to a local pub for a 
well earned meal and a drink. 
 
Sunday was a more relaxed affair; starting out at 09.45 hrs we set up one 
cannon net in a field for Curlew, put out some decoys and waited for about 
three hours. Eventually, a small flock landed in the field and with a little 
encouragement from two of the team, enough birds moved into the catching 
area. We caught 15 Curlews and 2 Bar-tailed Godwits; Bryn was one of the 
lucky two in the team to ring a Godwit. 
 
The weekend was quite demanding, physically, but very enjoyable. Steve and 
Rachel made us very welcome and the ringing operation is well disciplined, 
very well organised and informative. I would certainly recommend a wader 
weekend to anyone seeking to widen their experience of wader ringing. 
 
Mark Jeffery 
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My year with Sorby Breck Ringing Group  
 
I returned to bird ringing in October 2010, encouraged by my wife, Jilly. She 
knew that I had never lost my passion for birds during my four year gap; I 
always had an eye in the sky. In February 2011 I created a blog 
(http://davehallam.blogspot.com/) to encourage me to keep a record of events 
throughout my re-learning period, working to get my C licence back.  It's been 
a real delight typing it up every week or so and adding a photo or two, along 
with reading about the activities of many other ringers who are also blogging 
away. The following paragraphs summarise my views and experiences on 
returning to ringing with Sorby Breck Ringing Group. 
 
I can't tell you what a pleasure it was to get back into the group.  Many of the 
members are exactly as I recalled, positive stalwarts, if you like, of bird ringing 
in our area.  To have collectively experienced bird ringing all over the world, 
with all its allure and excitement, and yet to still get out of bed and on-site on 
dark, cold mornings, catching British tit flocks, is testament to their passion!  A 
warm welcome is what you need on a chilly morning and that's just what I 
received, with a splash of banter for flavouring. 
 
There is always somebody doing something in our group. In February, Bryn 
and I went to WWT Martin Mere to help out at their Whooper Swan and duck 
catch.  We really enjoyed it and had the pleasure of handling species that we 
don't get to closer to home like Wigeon, Shelduck, Pochard, Pintail and 
Whooper Swan. 

 
In March, Sean took a group of us down to 
a landfill site in Pitsea, Essex, to cannon 
net birds with attitude, gulls.  We caught 
hundreds, the experience was well worth 
the trip and Black-headed Gull was a new 
species for me.  They are not exactly the 
rarest of birds, but they are beautiful none 
the less.  A close relative, the 
Mediterranean Gull, slightly smarter in 
appearance was also caught that day and 
we all appreciated a good close look. 
 
Dave and a Black-headed Gull in stare-off (left) 
 
I was soon back into the swing of things 
and by the end of March I had my licence 
back.  In the meantime Jilly had gotten 
herself a training permit, so armed with 

equipment borrowed and new we have been able to get out ringing together 
quite a bit. We've had some memorable experiences, none more so than 
catching a roosting flock of Swallows by chance when setting up for Nightjar, 
then actually catching two Nightjars: a new species for me and Jilly and the 
first caught by our ringing group for 12 years. 
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Nightjar 
 
Two other surprises came in 
the way of a single female 
Crossbill and quite recently an 
adult Woodcock. Closer to 
home, we've really enjoyed 
ringing in the garden this year. 
So far the highlights have been 
a Jackdaw, over 30 Starlings, 
approaching 100 Goldfinches 
and over 100 House Sparrows. 
 
Female Common Crossbill (right) 
 
Now that the year is drawing to an end I have to reflect on what an absolute 
pleasure it is to be out ringing almost every week and feeling the seasons 
come and go. From woolly hats and thermals to T-shirts and back again! It's 
not just the temperature that reflects the time of year, it's the birds 
themselves. The departure of the thrushes in late winter gives way to a time of 
great anticipation, waiting for the Swallows and the warblers to return. No 
sooner are they back than we see the signs of breeding birds all around, then 
the first juveniles are caught. The summer lush engorges the countryside for a 
while before it gives over its hold to autumn. Once again the anticipation 
builds as migration begins. Birds stream through the country on their way 
south, fleeing the clutches of winter. On the tail of autumn, winter’s chill brings 
with it the arrival of finches and thrushes from the north and the east and it all 
starts again... 
 
Dave Hallam 
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The SBRG Report 
Its 35 year history 

 

   
 
Whilst compiling this year's report it occurred to me that a ‘report on the 
report’ may make interesting reading. SBRG's annual report has its roots back 
in early 1979 when Breck RG merged with the ringers of Sorby Natural 
History Society. For the full story of the two groups’ merger, read the ‘History 
of SBRG’ on our website at www.britishringers.co.uk. SNHS produced a 
report in 1980 entitled ‘Ringing and Recoveries in the Sheffield Area’, and by 
1976 Breck RG had started to produce regular reports too. The first SBRG 
combined annual report appeared in March 1980. The early reports started 
out with the high standards expected today, including articles on finch flocks, 
thrush roosts and wildfowl counts.  Habitat use observed in kale fields, 
comparative studies on farmland and suburban birds and a study of moult in 
juvenile Robins, all set the tone for serious ornithological fieldwork to come. 
 

When I visited the BTO’s Nunnery 
library in Thetford earlier this year, I 
found it poignant to discover an 
archived hand-written note (left) from 
our late founder member Mike 
Wareing sent to the BTO Ringing and 
Migration Unit with the Breck RG 
1976 annual report. It was heartening 
to see that over 30% of the group’s 
membership from 1985 (8 members) 
are still out today ringing the birds of 
South Yorkshire and NE Derbyshire 
on a regular basis. 

 
By 1981, the group had 30 members and at this stage had already ringed 
over 55,000 birds in the preceding 12 years (SBRG Report, 1981). During the 
mid-noughties (2004-2007) the group’s annual ringing total averaged just over 
11,000 birds. In 2010 and 2011 the group has nearly doubled that annual 
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average having ringed 40,000 birds in the last two years combined. Today the 
group has a thriving base of members, totalling some 60 ringers, the majority 
of whom are active ringers and trainees. In the last 12 months SBRG has 
signed-up 8 new trainees, in addition to many more who’ve experienced 
‘taster’ sessions, often at public ringing demonstrations. This on-going work 
ensures a continuing new generation of ringers for the future. 

 
So, some 35 years later on from the inaugural report, who have proved to be 
the avian winners and losers in our region? There have been buoyant 
fortunes for some bird populations. Lesser Redpolls and Meadow Pipits have 
been caught in extraordinary numbers by the group (4526 and 5647 birds, 
since 2007 respectively). The group continues to do justice to reporting the 
endangered raptors of the region by more recently sampling genetic material 
to safeguard their status (see ‘buccal swab’ article on website by M Price). 
Grasshopper Warbler numbers are up, while Greenfinch, Linnet and Reed 
Bunting numbers are down from those caught three decades ago.  
 

Today’s losers also include Corn 
Buntings; up to 100 were observed 
on NE Derbyshire farmland in 
January 1976 (left). More than 60 
were caught by the group between 
1968 and 1976, but the species 
was last caught in our region before 
the advent of IPMR records in 
1998. Similar changes have been 
evidenced in numbers of 
Yellowhammers, Yellow Wagtails 
and Song Thrushes, all displaying 
declining populations in line with 
national trends. How many of us 
can now report witnessing a flock of 
200 Yellowhammers, as recorded in 
the winter of 1976 (left)? 
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Warblers caught in the region were reported in the following table in the 1996 
report: 
 

 
 
The following decade witnessed an increase in the numbers of Grasshopper 
Warblers caught, hitting a record high of 28 in both 2009 and 2010. Common 
Whitethroat and Blackcap numbers have also surged in recent years, with 649 
and 1111 respectively caught in 2010/11 combined. Not so buoyant have 
been numbers of Garden Warbler and Willow Warbler, with Chiffchaff 
numbers having exceeded the latter for the last decade, albeit 2011 bucked 
this trend. 
 
The subject of the report ‘cover’ has marked some 
significant events over the years. The first Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker was ringed by the group in 
1985 along with three Common Redpolls, another 
new species at the time. The new species of 
woodpecker graces the cover of the 1985 report 
(right). In 2007 the achievement of ringing 1000 
Swallow pulli in one season by Harry Vilkaitis, was 
celebrated on the front cover. 2007 also saw two 
Firecrests and a Great Grey Shrike caught by the 
Group.  
 
Thanks to the volunteers of SBRG the changing 
fortunes of the region’s avian populations have 
been measured in a dedicated and comparable way. The ringing group goes 
from strength to strength both in terms of its ringing effort and its geographical 
coverage of the region. This year the first Nightjars in 12 years were caught 
by group members, nudging the annual total species ringed up to 98, just 
short of 2010’s total of 101 species. SBRG was at the forefront of riding the 
internet wave in the last decade with the launch of its popular website in 
October 2007. The website originally served to supplement the group’s then 
monthly newsletter but has evolved to include a ringing blog and now serves 
as a reference tool for ringing members and non-members alike. The group 
continues to strive to better its performance with the adoption of a members' 
'good practice guide' this year and the formation of a committee to serve its 
members. The group’s objective was stated clearly in the 2004 report and 
remains as valid today 'to provide data from ringing activities to support 
conservation and knowledge of bird species in Derbyshire and South 
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Yorkshire'. Our ongoing aim is surely to continue to report diligently on the 
region's bird populations and their breeding success over the next 35 years, 
albeit current climate change predictions and habitat loss in our region may 
hold some further surprises to come. Did the capture of a Cetti's Warbler in 
Sheffield in 2009 herald the start of the colonisation of this northward-
spreading species into lowland Derbyshire and South Yorkshire? 
 

 
One member whose name is a constant in every report, and for whom the 
year 2012 will mark the anniversary of Ringing Secretary for no fewer than 40 
consecutive years, is Geoff Mawson. Many of us are indebted to Geoff for his 
generosity and dedication to training new and improving ringers alike, in 
addition to recognising his more recent commitment in serving on the BTO 
Ringing Committee. The shape and ethos of SBRG today owes much to 
Geoff's stewardship. Geoff is quoted in the 1976 report as being its “instigator 
and main driving force”, and 35 years later, not much has changed. No 
guesses for who undertook the ‘study of moult in juvenile Robins’ back in that 
inaugural report. Geoff’s belief in succession planning has come to fruition 
and the group is well placed with a great team to live up to the standards set 
down by its founder members. 
 
Eleanor Wilkins 

 
 

A trainee’s perspective one year on (almost!) 
 

A couple of years ago when the subject of retirement came up, I remember 
Geoff saying he went bird ringing most days. Knowing I was interested in wild 
birds, he suggested I consider bird ringing. When my retirement day finally 
arrived I decided I’d give it a go. So, why did I choose ringing? 
 

·  A lifelong interest in wild birds 
·  Contribute to the knowledge and understanding of wild birds 
·  An activity to participate in throughout the year 
·  Early morning starts and home for lunch appealed to me. I could do 

other things for the remainder of the day 
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·  An activity involving the company of others 
·  Opportunity to travel, especially into Europe, parts of which I know well 

 
Six months before my retirement, I travelled before dawn to Williamthorpe in 
North Derbyshire.  It was 31st December 2010. I found myself inside a small 
room on a sewage treatment site.  Looking back at my records I was to spend 
the next few months travelling before dawn to various sewage treatment sites. 
On arrival I was introduced to ringers all of whom were busy walking into the 
darkness, then, after a short while returning, carrying cotton bags containing 
netted birds. The room became a hive of activity processing the birds as 
swiftly as possible. Numbers were called out – ring number; age; sex; wing 
length and weight. I can remember those present showing me the birds and 
explaining not only what was required but interesting features. I swiftly 
realised my bird identification skills were only the beginning of the recording 
and learning process for bird ringing. I was handed a bird to ring, a Snipe, and 
I was guided through the process. I watched that morning while others ringed 
species such as Water Rail, Moorhen and Teal. What impressions did I get 
from my first ringing day? 
 

·  The welfare of the bird is paramount 
·  Get yourself into a data recording routine 
·  Guidance and assistance was always present 
·  Never asked to do something you felt uncomfortable with 
·  Wear appropriate clothing and footwear. Wellingtons are essential! 
·  Feathers are ‘information’ for recording data 
·  Handle a bird correctly at all times 

 
Chris measures up to a Goldcrest (left) 
 
Starting out on New Year’s Eve was 
good, because my next ringing day 
was 2.1.11 with all the 
consequential change of ageing: 3s 
becoming 5s etc. After a few weeks 
I realised weather conditions were 
critical not just to net birds but in 
choosing a suitable site to do so. I 
was now aware of the importance of 
fieldcraft. You can learn some of this 
by reading, such as bird 
identification, however, knowledge 
from observations in the field is built 
over years, not just in a few months 
or a year. I now understood why a 
trainee ringer has to have a period 
of at least 18 months to 2 years 
before gaining a C licence. This is 
well illustrated by the changes in a 
bird from winter plumage into 
breeding plumage, together with the 
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physical change in their characteristics, followed by moulting, also the arrival 
and departure of migrants. The recording process changes throughout the 
year and knowledge is gained only by handling birds of as many species you 
can get your hands on! 
 
I learnt to pay particular attention to the bottom shelf of the net where birds 
could become entrapped and trail along the ground. Keeping the bottom net 
string taught is vital to minimise birds reaching the ground. I was swiftly 
introduced to erecting and dismantling mist nets. Again, routine is essential. I 
found from the day I commenced ringing I was involved in every aspect of 
ringing and willingly took part. The first time I was asked to dismantle and bag 
a mist net, I thought to myself “I can do this”, having helped and watched 
others, but again I swiftly learnt routine was essential. I was reminded if I got it 
wrong then someone else had to unravel whatever I had done and this would 
not be appreciated at dawn when the equipment was next used! 
 
Listening to the environment where you net is part of fieldcraft. Learning to 
identify birds from their calls as opposed to what you may find in a particular 
habitat is essential, especially if species are on migration or passing through 
the area. Recordings of bird song and calls (not alarm calls!), using an mp3 
player, together with a loudspeaker, is an integral part of required equipment 
for certain times of the year. I would advise acquiring compact equipment with 
a suitable waterproof case (a fishing reel holder is fine). I visited a location 
(yes another sewage treatment site!) and my trainer heard a Grasshopper 
Warbler make a single call. We erected a low net, only a couple of feet high, 
and within minutes this calling bird was netted and rung. I hadn’t heard the 
bird call! 
 
Towards the end of winter we visited a wooded site where the public had 
access. I was becoming aware some members of the public may disagree 
with our activities. My trainer stressed the importance in this situation to stick 
to a strict schedule of inspecting the nets to remove birds and not to hesitate 
in calling for assistance. If the public were close by at the time of ringing then 
invite them to observe and explain what was happening. On this particular 
occasion well over 100 birds were rung, so maintaining your concentration is 
essential, not forgetting to take a drink and nibbles to keep you going. 

 
 Chris (on right) discovers that being tall is handy 
 
The arrival of summer migrants and the nesting 
season saw my ringing activities intensify. I was 
ringing from dawn, then, instead of packing up 
midway through the morning, we were off to 
inspect nest boxes. Again, the learning 
broadened, seeing newly arrived migratory birds, 
particularly warblers; learning how to sex a bird 
in breeding condition; becoming aware of the 
growth of vegetation offering food and protection 
and learning how weather affects feeding and 
breeding habits. These latter two comments were 
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particularly significant when inspecting nest boxes to ring pulli. I was to learn 
how species incubated eggs over differing time scales and how critical timing 
was to inspecting successive broods in nest boxes. 
 
By midsummer I had been ringing just over six months on 33 occasions. I had 
personally ringed 267 birds and processed many more. I was encouraged 
from the start to keep records. I recommend the best way of recording is by 
taking a digital photograph of the recording sheet for each visit. This allows 
you to extract information against your initials, also, to illustrate what birds are 
caught at each site having regards to date and time. Having completed six 
months of ringing I would make the following observations: 
 

·  You will now have a reasonable assessment of your abilities and 
decided you wish to continue ringing (Personally, starting in mid winter, 
tests one for extremes of weather) 

·  You will now need to purchase suitable books, essentially the BTO’s 
Ringers Guide and Svensson’s ‘ID Guide to European Passerines’ 

·  Look at the BTO C licence criteria and list what you need to learn and 
plan how you achieve to do this 

·  Bird ringing cannot be rushed. Your progress will be determined by 
knowledge and practice 

·  Get out and ring on every available occasion 
·  When examining a bird if you need to refer to a book, i.e. Svensson, 

then do so. This is good practice. 
·  Your trainer will always offer assistance. This is to help you gain 

knowledge and progress and should never be viewed as criticism 
·  My trainer invited me to ring in his garden, where, I erected and 

dismantled the net, extracted birds and processed them myself. My 
trainer was always close at hand for assistance if required.  This is an 
excellent exercise to test your abilities and knowledge and quickly 
brings into focus your further training needs. 

·  Try and ring with other trainers. My most vivid illustration of this point is 
when a visiting ringer always opened up a bird’s wing and held it 
towards the sky. Wear and tear also unevenness in growth became 
immediately apparent. 

 
It was now late summer. Moult and moult scores became prominent in the 
data recording. Personally I believe it was at this point in the year when my 
confidence accelerated and everything my trainer had taught me began to be 
clearer and imprinted. I found myself looking at birds visiting my home feeding 
table and saying 3JP etc, not just that’s a “young one”. 
 
A personal highlight in September was news of my first recovery.  A  Reed 
Warbler I ringed on 30.7.11 at Williamthorpe was netted on its migration south 
near Antwerp, Belgium, on 6.8.11. I was pleased this bird had been controlled 
and released to continue its migration, rather than found dead. Handling and 
ringing migrant warblers focused my thoughts on the incredible journey these 
birds undertake twice yearly, in addition to the contribution you are making to 
further knowledge and understanding. Moving into Autumn I began visiting 
moorland sites. Lesser Redpoll, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Meadow Pipit and 
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Reed Bunting were the flavour of the season. Maybe a Crossbill? Well, one 
was caught at the site I visited but not when I was present! These sites have 
the additional interest of visible migration, particularly winter thrushes and 
geese arriving and Swallows departing. We were encouraged to broadcast 
calls under the nets in the hope of catching rarities such as Yellow-browed 
Warbler; this year without success. 
 
One particular ringing moorland site has boggy ground. I was erecting a net 
with others and had the responsibility of securing the pole ties. I stepped 
backwards, lost my balance and sunk into the bog above the rim of my 
wellington boot. I dragged myself out, emptied my boot and continued ringing 
with a wet and cold foot. I now carry a small towel and spare clothing, but will 
never again step backwards in a bog! 
 
Autumn is the season for finches. Unfortunately some Greenfinches currently 
show signs of disease. I learnt to always thoroughly clean equipment and your 
hands prior to handling another bird, even isolating bags from re-use until 
washing them. This time of year also brings the prospect of catching large 
numbers of birds. In these circumstances I learnt always to remove birds 
caught in the bottom net shelf first, especially so if there is wet vegetation, 
reduce the time of the recording process by not weighing the birds and to furl 
the nets until processing is completed for the net round. 
 
November has arrived and I have now ringed and processed over 1000 birds 
of 52 species. The group ring approximately 20,000 birds annually of circa 
100 species. I’m pleased with my contribution and quite content to continue 
building my knowledge and experience as a trainee and in no rush to gain a C 
licence. 
 
Chris Lilley 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

Brookfield Manor - Hathersage  

Nest Box Scheme Results 2011 
 
As in 2010 there are 42 boxes in position, none of which are open fronted. 
During the first visit in May we found 19 empty boxes and two were occupied 
by wasps. This situation did not change during the breeding season. Three 
boxes had nesting material in the bottom; of these two did not develop and in 
the third a dead Nuthatch was found three weeks later but the nest that was 
more developed was not that of a Nuthatch! The 18 boxes that were in use 
were occupied by Blue Tits, Great Tits and Nuthatches. Again no Pied 
Flycatchers used any of the boxes this year. Blue Tits used 10 boxes, Great 
Tits 6 boxes and Nuthatches 2 boxes respectively. 
 
When birds were found sitting on eggs or young chicks, 6 adult Blue Tits and 
2 Nuthatches were lifted off the nests and ringed or re-traps processed. 
During this process one adult Blue Tit was found ringed in a previous year. 
Sitting Great Tits adults were left undisturbed. The boxes in use were sited 
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mainly downstream towards the ponds and the woodland to the rear of the 
main house. Workers were busy laying new paths in the old nature garden 
area and due to this only 2 of the 10 boxes in that area were used. The pulli 
were ringed between 18th May and 1st June and no boxes were predated this 
year. Box 12 has been the most frequently used over the years. It has been 
occupied on 23 occasions, 18 of which have successfully produced fledged 
young. 
 

Blue Tit  
This species nested in 10 boxes 
and pulli were ringed from 9 of 
these. Box 4 had 7 eggs which 
did not hatch. Six adult birds 
were ringed. 
 
Great Tit 
6 boxes were used by this 
species and pulli were ringed 
from 3 of these. Box 2 had an 
adult sitting for 3 weeks, the 

bird later being found dead still on the nest with 9 eggs under it. Boxes 23 and 
27 had small young but all were found dead before they were big enough to 
ring. 21 pulli were ringed and of these 16 fledged. 
 
Nuthatch 
This species used 2 boxes and pulli were ringed from both: 11 pulli fledged 
from 12 ringed. In addition two sitting adults were ringed. 
 
Of the 96 pulli ringed, 26 did not fledge. Although 2011 has not been a good 
year, 2007 and 2008 saw even fewer pulli fledge than 2011. 
                                                           

Nest Box Analysis 2011 
 

 Blue Tit  Great Tit  Nuthatch  Total  
Nests 10 6 2 18 
Eggs laid 76 48 14 138 
Average clutch 7.6 8 7 7.7 
Pulli 63 39 12 114 
Fledged young 43 16 11 70 
Success rate 56 33 80 51 

Ringing  
Adults 7 0 2 9 
Retraps 1 0 0 1 
Pulli 63 21 14 96 
Total 71 21 14 105 

 
Brian Smithson, Ray Knock and Alan Peachy 
(Photo E. Anderton)          
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Photographs and thanks 
 
Many superb photographs are kindly supplied by our ringers and contributors 
to our ‘Photo of the Week’ on our website. Thanks go particularly to Edwyn 
Anderton and David Atkinson but I regret our photographers are too 
numerous to mention them all individually. Nevertheless, my thanks extend to 
everyone who has contributed photographs and articles to this year’s report. 
 
Eleanor 
 

 

 

 
 


